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PALM SUNDAY 
 

April 14, 2019 • 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 

LITURGY OF THE PALMS, HOLY EUCHARIST,  

AND PASSION NARRATIVE 
 

  Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church, Lafayette Square. 

  All who seek God are welcome at God’s table. 

 Nursery Care is available from 8:15 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Parish House basement. 

Hearing assistance devices are available from the ushers. 

 Children gather for instruction at 10:30 a.m. in the Togo West Parlor                                        

to participate in the procession.  

Church School will begin immediately after Palm Procession.  

Teen Confirmation class begins at 10:45 a.m. in the second floor                                             

of the Parish House. 

Today’s Music for Trumpet is dedicated to the Glory of God and sponsored                                

by an anonymous donor. 

 

VOLUNTARY: Trumpet Tune in C                                       David N. Johnson  

(1922-1987) 

A. Scott Wood, trumpet 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS 

If you wish to observe the Liturgy of the Palms, please come outside to the 

front of the church. Otherwise you may remain seated in church                       

until the first hymn. 

 

Celebrant: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord: 
 

People: Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 

 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant: It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by 

which you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 

triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who 

spread their garments and branches of palm along his way.       

Please raise palms for blessing. 
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Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them 

in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads    

to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 

for ever.  
 

People: Amen. 

 

 Celebrant: Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 

People: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 HYMN 154                                                                                                      All glory, laud, and honor 

Sung by all, standing. 

 

 

 

 
Words:  Theodulph of Orleans (d. 821); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. 

Music:  Valet will ich dir geben, melody Melchior Teschner (1584-1635), alt.; harm.  

William Henry Monk (1823-1889) 

  Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.            
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THE FIRST READING                                                                                                            Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Please be seated. 
                                                                    9:00 a.m.                                11:00 a.m.              

                           Read by Cay Buser.              Read by Caroline Faris. 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 

sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens--wakens my ear to 

listen as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not 

rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my 

cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and 

spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I 

have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who 

vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who 

are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who 

will declare me guilty? 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM:                                             9:00 a.m.                       11:00 a.m. 

                                 The Parish Choir          The St. John’s Choir 

 Hosanna to the Son of David                                                       Philip W.J. Stopford 

(b. 1977) 

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna to the Son of David. Blessed is he that cometh in the 

name of the Lord. Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest places.                                                                                                                          

 THE SECOND READING                                                   Philippians 2:5-11 

                                                                          9:00 a.m.                             11:00 a.m.        

                                                                Read by Riley Temple.        Read by Annie Froehlich.    

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 

emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 

being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 

of death--even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave 

him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God.    
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HYMN 64  (stanza 1)                                                                          Ride on! ride on in majesty! 

Please stand.                                                                                                          from the 1940 Hymnal 

                                                                               

 

    
Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.    

Gospeller:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                       Luke 19:28-40 

After telling a parable to the crowd at Jericho, Jesus went on ahead, going up to 

Jerusalem. When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the 

Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, "Go into the village ahead of 

you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. 

Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' just say this, 

'The Lord needs it.'" So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told 

them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying 

the colt?" They said, "The Lord needs it." Then they brought it to Jesus; and after 

throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept 

spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the path down from 

the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God 

joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying, 

"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory 
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in the highest heaven!" Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, 

order your disciples to stop." He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the 

stones would shout out." 

Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

HYMN 64  (stanzas 2 and 3)                                                               Ride on! ride on in majesty! 

                                                                                                                                from the 1940 Hymnal 

THE SERMON                                                 The Rev. W. Bruce McPherson 

Please be seated. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM IV                                                         Led by Pete Burgess. 

Please kneel.                                                                                  

                                                                                              

Leader:  Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all who 

confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 

reveal your glory in the world. 

People: (silence) 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Strengthen the Church remembering especially our companion relationships with 

the Anglican Church of Southern Africa* and the Episcopal Diocese of 

Jerusalem and in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, for the Church of the Redeemer, 

Bethesda. Strengthen also Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Mariann, Bishop of 

Washington, and all bishops and other ministers. 

People: (silence) 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer.  

Leader: Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 

peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. Bless especially 

Donald, our President, the leaders of Congress, the Supreme Court, and all who are 

in authority; and the people of Afghanistan, Syria, Venezuela, and Yemen; for this 

community, the nation, and the world 

People: (silence) 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 

resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

People: (silence) 

* In particular, the Kwasa Centre in the Diocese of the Highveld. 
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Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 

Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. We remember today especially 

those celebrating a birthday this week, Alyssa Ackerly, Judy Campbell Bird, 

Andrea Charters, Harry Christy, Grace Corcoran, Aileen Dunne, William 

Duthe, Martha Ellison, Elizabeth Field, Charlotte Galm, Chris Gardner, Hunter 

Hardinge, Anne Harrell, Bill Josey, Mauricio Lovelace, Shawn Maher, Bruce 

Perkins, Leah Proffitt, Will Simonds, and Cecilia Wakely; and those celebrating 

an anniversary this week, Celia Boddington and Paul Bledsoe, Lilibet and Chuck 

Hagel, and Marti and Bob Patchell. 

People: (silence) 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; remembering 

especially those who are sick and who are shut-ins. Give them courage and hope in 

their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

People: (silence) 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Leader: We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 

fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 

kingdom. 

People: (silence) 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant:  O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 

mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are 

gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. 

 People: Amen.        

CONFESSION 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 

Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your 

will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. 
 

People: Amen. 

THE PEACE 
Please stand. 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please be seated. 

                      THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:   

                                                             9:00 a.m.                       11:00 a.m. 
                                                                     The Parish Choir         The St. John’s Choir 

Noah Calderon, tenor 

There is a green hill far away                                                      Philip W.J. Stopford  

(b. 1977) 

 

There is a green hill far away without a city wall, where the dear Lord was 

crucified, who died to save us all. We may not know, we cannot tell what pains he 

had to bear, but we believe it was for us he hung and suffered there. He died that 

we might be forgiven, he died to make us good, that we might go at last to 

heaven, saved by his precious blood. There was no other good enough to pay the 

price of sin; he only could unlock the gate of heaven, and let us in. O dearly has 

he loved, and we must love him too, and trust in his redeeming blood, and try his 

works to do.  
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HYMN 487                                                                                        Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life 

Sung by all, standing. 

 

 

 Words: George Herbert (1593-1633). 

Music:  The Call, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). 

 Copyright: Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.             

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Please remain standing. 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 

 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord: For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that 

he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he 

became the source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD: S-124                                        David Hurd 

                                 
 

Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 

Please kneel. 
 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,  

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 

mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People: 
 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.   

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 

Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 

we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 

eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for 

ever. 
 

People: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant and People: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ  

  died for you, and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION 

 
 Anthem:                                           9:00 a.m.                       11:00 a.m. 
                                                                    The Parish Choir        The St. John’s Choir 

Into the woods my Master went                                                                 Jane Hawes 

Into the woods my Master went, clean forspent. Into the woods my Master came, 

forspent with death and shame. But the olives they were not blind to him; the little 

grey leaves were kind to him. The thomtree had a mind to him, when into the 

woods he came. Out of the woods my Master went, and he was well content. Out of 

the woods he came, content with death and shame. When death and shame would 

woo him last, from under the trees they drew him last. 'Twas on a tree they slew 

him last, when out of the woods he came. 

–Text by Sidney Lanier (1842-1881) 

 

 

 

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Our 

tradition is to receive both the bread and the wine, sharing in the common cup.  Please 

assist the chalice bearer by guiding the cup to your lips. You may also intinct by 

dipping the wafer into the chalice. Receiving the bread only is a valid and acceptable 

way to share in Holy Communion. After consuming the wafer, cross your arms over 

your chest to indicate that you do not wish to receive the wine. Gluten-free wafers are 

available on request form the communion minister. Parents may decide if their children 

receive the bread and/or wine. Children may instead signal their desire to be blessed by 

the priest by crossing their arms over their chest. 
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Hymn 458                                                                                                 My song is love unknown 

Sung by all. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Words:  Samuel Crossman (1624-1683), alt. 

Music:  Love Unknown, John Ireland (1879-1962) 

Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 
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WLP 827                                                                                                      O Lord hear my pray’r 

Sung by all. 

  

  

  
Words:  Psalm 102 

Music:  Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) 

  Copyright:   Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Please kneel. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People: 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 

food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the 

Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send 

us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful 

witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor 

and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE. 
Please be seated.                      

Luke 23:1-49 

                                                                     9:00 a.m.                       11:00 a.m. 

                                   Read by Martha Ellison.     Read by Virginia Bader. 

The assembly of the elders of the people rose as a body and brought Jesus before 

Pilate. They began to accuse him, saying, "We found this man perverting our 

nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the 

Messiah, a king." Then Pilate asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" He 

answered, "You say so." Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, "I find 

no basis for an accusation against this man." But they were insistent and said, "He 

stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began 

even to this place." 

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he 

learned that he was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was 

himself in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he 

had been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and 

was hoping to see him perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, but 

Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently 

accusing him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked 

him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. That same day 

Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been 

enemies. 

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to 

them, "You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I 

have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of 

your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he 

has done nothing to deserve death. I will therefore have him flogged and release 

him." 

Then they all shouted out together,  

People:  Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us! 

(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place 

in the city, and for murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; 

but they kept shouting,  

People:  Crucify, crucify him! 

A third time he said to them, "Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no 

ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release 

him." But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be 

crucified; and their voices prevailed. So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand 

should be granted. He released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in 

prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished. 
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As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from 

the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. A 

great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were 

beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, 

"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 

children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, 

and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.' Then they will 

begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on us'; and to the hills, 'Cover us.' For if they do 

this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?" Two others also, 

who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.  

Please stand. 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 

the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive 

them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his 

clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 

"He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" 

The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, 

"If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an inscription over 

him, "This is the King of the Jews." 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are 

you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, 

"Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 

And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for 

our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember 

me when you come into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you 

will be with me in Paradise." 

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon, while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 

Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commend my 

spirit." Having said this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had taken 

place, he praised God and said, "Certainly this man was innocent." And when all the 

crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they 

returned home, beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances, including the women 

who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 

A period of silence will be observed. 

 

THE BLESSING 

Celebrant: Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom 

our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, given into the hands of 

sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; and may the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 

with you always. 
 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN 172                                      Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Sung by all, standing. 
 

  

  

  

  
Words:     African-American spiritual 

Music:     Were you There, Afro-American spiritual; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867–1944).  From  

                      The Hymnal, 1982, © Church Pension Fund.  Used by permission. 

Copyright:     Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 

 

 

 

 

                                            The clergy, choir, and congregation will depart in silence. 

 

 
 



 

16 

 

 
 

ASSISTING AT THE 9:00 A.M. SERVICE TODAY: Kenny Kraft, Crucifer; Pete Burgess, Chalice Bearer;          

A. Scott Wood, Trumpet; Desirée Stolar, Greeter; Katherine Kyle and Mary Raether, 

Flower Guild; Alfred Thesmar, Assistant Head Usher; Jill Dowell, Will Duthe, Wande 

Johnson, Patricia Leslie, and Earl Matthews, Ushers. 

 

ASSISTING AT THE 11:00 A.M. SERVICE TODAY: Hugh Agnew and Thea Crouch, Acolyte; Paul Barkett, 

Crucifer; Pete Burgess, Doug Estes, and Sylvia Estes, Chalice Bearers; A. Scott Wood, 

Trumpet; Andrew Hunt and Kat Kehoe, Greeters; Katherine Kyle and Mary Raether, Flower 

Guild; Jeff Agnew, Assistant Head Usher; Clark Agnew, Hugh Agnew, and David Estes, 

Ushers. 

 

THE PALMS AND GREENS IN THE CHURCH are given to the glory of God. 
 

THE NEXT SPEAKER SERIES WILL BE ON APRIL 28. It will be presented Karen King, Hollis 

Professor of Divinity at Harvard Divinity School. Trained in comparative religions and 

historical studies, she pursues teaching and research specialties in the history of 

Christianity. She will speak on Death and Life: Some Lesser Known Views from the 

Early Christians. 

A TOUR OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH will be offered after the 11:00 a.m. service. If you are interested, 
please join Betty van Iersel at the pulpit following the service. 

RECYCLING of Order of Service Bulletins paper is good stewardship. If you wish, please leave them at the 

end of the pew after the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THERE WILL BE NO PARISH LUNCH TODAY. 

 

A WORD OF THANKS FROM A VISITOR 

Recently we received a lovely, and very long, letter from a visitor.                                                                        

It serves as a reminder of just how important is our ministry of hospitality. 

 

I’m writing to let you know what a friendly and welcoming congregation you have…  [On March 17] 

wearing sweats and a baseball cap, we made our way through Secret Service to the entrance of your 

church. We were immediately greeted with a handshake and a smile. At this point we still had no clue 

who was inside but we knew it was someone important. We nervously walked through the door of your 

church and immediately felt out of place in our street sweats and tennis shoes. The people in the pews 

around us shook our hands with a big smile and totally made us feel at ease. What an honor to worship 

God with such friendly people and our President. After the service, a member of your church took our 

picture and spoke to us for quite some time.  She welcomed us and gave us a short history of the church 

and its members. I want to finish by thanking you guys for not judging us and truly being an example of 

Christ. We will visit each and every time we’re in DC. Thanks for the unforgettable memory! 
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LITURGICAL CHANGES DURING LENT  

Palm Sunday 

 

On Palm Sunday we combine two themes (traditionally recognized in two separate services) in one service: 

Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem and Christ’s Passion. This is to give those who are not able to attend 

Good Friday services a sense of the suffering that precedes the resurrection. Of course, in every Sunday service 

we recognize resurrection and suffering in celebrating the communion, but on Palm/Passion Sunday we focus 

our observation on the triumph and suffering in a particular, dramatic way.   

At the opening of the service, we recognize Jesus’ identity as did the crowds present in Jerusalem for the 

Passover. As Jesus entered Jerusalem, they proclaimed him to be their long awaited Messiah, inciting the wrath 

of the religious authorities. By the end of the service we have transitioned from jubilantly waving palm fronds 

to a somber observance of Christ’s sentencing, crucifixion, and death on the cross.  

As with the other Sundays of Lent, we would like to draw your attention to changes you may notice during the 

service. 

 

1) Frontal color and matching vestments – oxblood (burgundy).  We use a burgundy altar frontal and the clergy 

wear burgundy stoles.  This liturgical color symbolizes martyrs’ blood and on this day, Christ’s death.   

2) Greens and palms in the church instead of flowers.  In keeping with the mood of penitence and reflection that 

we observe during Lent, we refrain from the use of flower arrangements in the church and simplify with greens 

(and palms for Palm Sunday). 

3) Reenacting Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem. To render the drama of Palm Sunday distinct from the 

drama of the Passion narrative, we have modified the Palm Sunday service. The readings are intended to give us 

a sense of the shift from Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and the events surrounding that entry that led to Jesus’ 

sentencing and crucifixion. 

4) Blessing of the Palms.  We receive and bless palm fronds that every participant in the service waves as the 

people did who covered the road with palms to make way for Jesus as he entered Jerusalem. 

5) Prayers of the People.  Instead of the more familiar Form VI (found on page 392) to which we are accustomed 

at St. John’s, during Lent we pray using Form IV (page 388). Again, this is a more penitential arrangement, with 

the people responding to each petition, “Hear our prayer.” 

6) Kneeling instead of the option to stand or kneel.  During Lent, we are invited to kneel as we are able, which 

is the traditional prayer posture for penitence.  Please note that if you are unable to kneel, sitting is appropriate. 

7) Musical setting for the Sanctus.  At the communion during Lent, the musical setting for the Sanctus (or Holy, 

holy, holy Lord) is a simpler plainsong composition by David Hurd. 

8) No Alleluias in Lent. In keeping with the spirit of penitence, saying and singing Alleluia is omitted during the 

service, in hymns and anthems, in the opening sentences, and at the breaking of the bread (fraction) during 

communion. As we catch ourselves where we are accustomed to saying “Alleluia,” we are reminded that in 

addition to the enormous gift we have received in Christ’s dying for us, it was also an incredibly humbling 

sacrifice. 

9) A dramatic reading of the Passion Narrative.  This reading emphasizes the contrast between the triumph of 

the palms with which the service begins and the sobering moment of the crucifixion with which we conclude 

our worship together and enter into a solemn observation of Holy Week.  

10) The service concludes with silence.   
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EVENTS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 15-21, 2019 

 Monday April 15 

                    6:30 p.m. AA Lawyers (Togo West Parlor) 

 

 Tuesday April 16 

                  10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 

          5:00 p.m. Music Staff Meeting (4th Floor)        

     Vestry Meeting (1st Floor, Multi-Purpose Room) 

   6:30 p.m. Choir Supper   

  EFM Class (3rd Floor, Conference Room) 

 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

   

 Thursday April 18 • Maundy Thursday 

                12:00 noon  Choral Holy Eucharist—Sermon—The Rev. Canon Michele V. Hagans     

 7:00 p.m. Choral Holy Eucharist, Foot Washing, and Stripping of Altar 

   Sermon—The Rev. Canon Michele V. Hagans     

 

 Friday April 19 • Good Friday 

 12:00 noon Good Friday Liturgy with Choir—The Rev. D. Andrew Olivo 

 

 Saturday April 20  

 9:30 a.m. Easter Day Rehearsal (Nave) 

 10:30 a.m. Choir and Brass Rehearsal (Nave) 

 12:30 p.m. Flower Guild Decorating the Church 

 

 Sunday April 21 • Easter Day 

 7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Hymns—Homily—The Rev. W. Bruce McPherson 

 8:15 a.m. Parish Choir Rehearsal  

 8:30 a.m. Nursery  

 9:00 a.m. Festival Holy Eucharist with Choir, Brass Quintet and Timpani 

        Sermon—The Rev. W. Bruce McPherson 

 10:10 a.m. St. John’s Choir Rehearsal (Nave) 

 11:00 a.m. Festival Holy Eucharist with Choir, Brass Quintet and Timpani 

        Sermon—The Rev. W. Bruce McPherson  

   

The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated Monday through Wednesday at 12:10 p.m. 

A WORD ABOUT EASTER DAY AT ST. JOHN’S 

     Celebrating the Resurrection at St. John’s Church is incredibly moving, but getting a seat at the services 

requires an early arrival.  In recent years we have had to turn members away from the 9:00 a.m. and the 

11:00 a.m. services.  To help ensure that you have a seat, we recommend that you arrive no later than 8:45 

a.m. for the 9:00 a.m. service and no later than 10:45 a.m. for the 11:00 a.m. service.  Valet parking will 

be available from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
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GRACE'S TABLE 

Saturday, April 20, 11:30 a.m. 

Please join us in providing a hot meal to the homeless and 

underserved at Grace's Table, an outreach and fellowship 

ministry of Grace Episcopal Church in Georgetown.  

Volunteers purchase and prepare the food,  then gather with 

guests to eat and socialize together.  The 60 minutes together 

each Saturday includes the reading and discussion of a biblical 

passage.  The guests and volunteers take turns reading and 

participating in discussion, with great enthusiasm and insight.  

A menu will be provided from which volunteers can select food 

contributions.  Volunteers can be reimbursed for food expenses.  

Parking is available at meters on the street or at a lot adjacent 

to the church for a $10 fee.  For more information, please 

contact Robin Schwartz at finsandgators@aol.com. 

 

ST. JOHN'S REBUILDING TOGETHER:  

THE TRADITION CONTINUES 

Saturday, April 27, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Pre-Build Date:  Saturday, April 20, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

For more than 20 years as part of our Outreach mission, St. 

John's has been participating in National Rebuilding Together 

days by making repairs and improvements to homes 

in Southeast Washington, DC. Work activities this year will 

include general repairs, cleaning, drywall repair, and painting. 

No experience is necessary. Please note the strict 

requirement that volunteers must be at least fifteen years of 

age.  Five volunteers are needed for April 20, 2019 and 10 

volunteers for April 27, 2019. We will have most of the tools, 

gloves, masks, etc. that volunteers will need.  You may bring 

your own tools, e.g., saws, and drills. Lunch will be provided to 

volunteers. The homeowner’s address and directions will be 

provided to those who volunteer.  

A waiver form must be completed online prior to arriving at the 

site: 

• http://rebuildingtogetherdca.org/index.php/get-

involved/volunteer-waiver-form 

•  Complete all personal information on the form then search 

for our team: StJohnsEpis – Gardner – 042719 

•  Select your preferred T-shirt size then 

•  Check the box next to “I have read and agree to these 

terms” 

•  Click “Yes and Submit” 

Online volunteer application access has changed from prior 

years so we will provide updated information for that when 

it becomes available.  To volunteer, please contact Chris 

Gardner, the team captain at 804-761-4349 

or ancabet@yahoo.com or the Rev. Andy Olivo 

at andrew.olivo@stjohns-dc.org or by phone at 202-347-

8766. 

ORDINATION OF PETE BURGESS 

Saturday, April 27 

William “Pete” Burgess will be ordained to the Sacred Order of 

Deacons (transitional) by the Rt. Rev. Russell Kendrick on 

Saturday, April 27 at All Saints Church in Mobile, Alabama. 

We have been blessed to have Pete with us as Seminarian this 

past year and look forward to welcoming him in May as the 

Rev. Pete Burgess. 

BAPTISM SERVICES 

The next dates for Baptism and required pre-baptismal classes 

with the clergy are as follows:  

• Baptism: Sunday, April 28, 11:00 a.m. 

  Class: Saturday, April 27, 10:00 a.m. 

• Baptism: Sunday, June 9, 10:30 a.m. 

  Class: Saturday, June 8, 10:00 a.m. 

• Baptism: Sunday, August 4, 10:30 a.m. 

  Class: To be announced 

If you are interested in having a child baptized, or in baptism 

for yourself, please contact Kaye Edwards by e-mail at 

kaye.edwards@stjohns-dc.org.  Please note that the parents or 

grandparents of children being baptized must be active, 

pledging members of St. John’s. Adults interested in baptism 

for themselves must attend the Rector’s Adult Inquirers’ Class 

and be active, pledging participants in the life of the parish. 

FIRST WEDNESDAY CONCERTS 

Wednesday, May 1, 12:10 p.m.-12:45 p.m. 

Music for Trumpet and Organ  

with trumpeter Chuck Seipp and organist Lisa Galoci 

Premiere of Paul Leavitt’s Fanfare for Trumpet & Organ 

Please consider joining us during your lunch break on the First 

Wednesdays of the month, through June, and bring a friend. See 

full season details on the church website at www.stjohns-

dc.org. Each concert is ticketless, free of charge, and held in the 

nave of our historic church. 

ST. JOHN’S BOOK GROUP 

Thursday, May 2 at 6:45 p.m. 

Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in 

the Richest Country on Earth by Sarah Smarsh 

If you like to read and meet with others who like to read and 

talk about books, the Book Club is for you.  The meeting will 

be held on the second floor of the Parish House in the Teen 

Classroom.  If you have questions or would like more 

information, please contact Leila Taaffe at 

taaffel@gmail.com. 

THE PARLOR SERIES 

Sunday, May 5, 5:00 p.m. 

The Beech Tree Puppets perform  

The Giant Turnip 

This humorous tale celebrates care for the earth and 

community.  Artfully told and sung with hand-crafted rod and 

shadow puppets, classically-trained singers Ingrid and Ola Has 

delight audiences of all ages with their spellbinding show.  The 

Parlor Series offers an hour of entertainment in the newly-

renovated Togo West Parlor.  Performances are ticketless and 

free, and followed by a reception. 

SPEAKER SERIES SCHEDULE  

The Speaker Series is held at 10:00 a.m.                              

on the following Sunday in the Togo West Parlor: 

April 28: Karen King, Hollis Professor of Divinity at 

Harvard Divinity School. Trained in comparative 

religions and historical studies, she pursues teaching 

and research specialties in the history of Christianity. 

She will speak on Death and Life: Some Lesser 

Known Views from the Early Christians. 
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PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT 

Friday, May 17, 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

The Friday night program offers parents an opportunity to enjoy 

free time while St. John's provides child care, a light supper, 

and entertainment for children infants through age ten.  All we 

ask is that you sign up by noon on Wednesday, May 15, so 

that we will have an adequate number of attendants and that 

you pick up your children before 9:00 p.m. when the doors 

will be locked.  To sign-up, contact Savannah, Assistant for 

Ministries to Children, Youth, and Families, at 

savannah.ponder@stjohns-dc.org. 

 

ST. JOHN’S REFUGEE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Sunday, May 19, after the 11:00 a.m. service 

Please join the Refugee Committee at its next monthly meeting 

on Sunday, May 19, after the 11:00 a.m. service.  Please 

contact Jessica Sanchez at jesspulsifersanchez@gmail.com 

with any questions.  

JOIN ST. JOHN’S GREETERS TEAM 

Would you enjoy welcoming visitors to Sunday services? 

Helping new parishioners feel comfortable in the congregation? 

Exchanging morning greetings with old and new friends in the 

parish? Then please join the Welcome Team Ministry and 

become a Greeter for the 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. service. 

Greeting requires only a short time before and after the service 

and is important to the continued growth and health of St. 

John’s Church.  For more information about becoming a 

greeter, please contact Head Greeter Kat Kehoe at 

katkehoe@gmail.com. 

ST. JOHN’S COMMUNITY BUILDING EVENT 

Parishioners continue to host fellowship opportunities on a 

neighborhood basis and also events open to all parishioners. 

These events may be potluck suppers, brunches, cocktail 

parties, happy hours at local restaurants, picnics, or wherever 

our creativity leads us.  If you are interested in participating 

by hosting or organizing an event, please contact Holly 

Sukenik at hsukenik@hotmail.com. 

SING WITH THE PARISH CHOIR 

The Parish Choir, a dedicated corps of volunteer musicians who 

provide musical leadership for Sunday morning services, 

welcomes new members. Midweek rehearsals are most 

Thursday evenings from 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m., with a light 

supper of sandwiches provided at 6:30 p.m.  There is a 

straightforward voice trial for admission, but the main 

qualification is your interest in serving St. John’s in its music 

program.  The Parish Choir uses the Rule of St. Benedict as a 

guide for serving together in a community of faith and ends 

each rehearsal with a service of Compline.  Additionally, the 

singing season is divided into “Quarters,” which are focused 

commitments of eight to ten weeks.  If you would like to join 

for the "Spring Quarter”, please be in touch with Director 

of Music Michael Lodico at Michael.Lodico@Stjohns-

dc.org to learn more. 

CONSIDER JOINING THE FLOWER GUILD 

Whether acquiring a new skill or expanding on an existing 

talent, being a member of the Flower Guild is a rewarding way 

to volunteer at St. John’s.  Newcomers are paired with 

experienced members who mentor them until they are fully 

fledged, confident flower arrangers.  It is a wonderful ministry 

with the benefit of newfound friendships.  For a typical Sunday, 

two team members meet on Saturday morning.  Please contact 

Flower Guild Chair Katherine Kyle if you would like 

additional information at carsonkyle@gmail.com. 

 

LISTEN AGAIN TO SUNDAY SERMONS 

If you missed a Sunday at St. John’s Church or would like to 

listen again to past sermons or speaker series, you can visit the 

St. John’s website and click on the “Media” tab at the top of the 

page to listen. You can also find past sermons by searching for 

“St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square” in the Podcast app on 

your iPhone or iPad. 

AN EASY WAY TO HELP OTHERS 

When you travel, bring back unopened toiletry items for 

homeless shelters.  Place them in the basket in the connector 

between the Church and the Parish House. 

 

PASTORAL CARE AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 

Praying for the sick and those in need is an important part of 

our life together. We invite you to add yourself, family, or 

friends to the parish prayer list. Other than birthdays, 

anniversaries, and deaths, names added to the prayer list will 

appear for four consecutive weeks. If you would like the name 

to be on the prayer list for a shorter or longer period of time, 

please let us know. We are listing in parentheses the name of 

the person requesting prayers for family and friends who are not 

members of the congregation. To add a name to the prayer 

list, please contact the Rev. Andy Olivo at 

andrew.olivo@stjohns-dc.org. 

OUR PRAYERS are requested for the special needs and 

concerns of this congregation, especially: 

Those who are sick or recovering:  

From our parish: Teresa Huettner, Judy McKevitt, Bob 

Patchell, Gordon Richmond, Leila Taaffe, Dace Vidins, and 

Samuel Watson. 

Friends and family of our parish: Bruce Anderson (Cay 

Buser), Bonni Ashburn (Kaye Edwards), Mark Bewsher 

(Powell Hutton), Rachael Buckley (Chrystal Martin), Sonia 

Cacanindin (Evangeline Gravina), John Frew Carter (Margo 

Arnold), Lane Carter, Ellen Cromwell-Cecrle (Carolyn 

Becraft), Kevin Chaney (Andrew Tomlinson), Laura Chaney 

(Andrew Tomlinson), Bill Clark (Clark Ervin), William Frew 

Conderman (Margo Arnold), Sambar Datta (Ashley 

Culbertson), Emily DeHaan (Carolyn Crouch), Bobby Doyle 

(Alex Pappas), Henry Farrington (Samuel Watson), Ted Fibison 

(Wendy Fibison), Kate Fisher (Katherine Kehoe), Antonina 

Gawel (Margaux Polanski), Joe Heitzler (Mike Becraft), Lucas 

Hunt (Matthew Taylor), Lucien Johnson, Jr. (Wande Johnson), 

Frederick T. Kraus (Grant Kraus), Jan Lindsay (Catherine 

Olivo), John Linton (Cay Buser), Linda Linton (Cay Buser), 

William Markiewicz (Matthew Taylor), Tammy McCleaf 

(Matthew Taylor), Timothy Mullins (Jim Mullins), Judy Nicola 

(Cynthia Walker), Jerry O'Hagan (Lance Jensen), Jonathan A.I. 

Olowu (Elizabeth Leach), Ginger Parra (Kaye Edwards), Lisa 

Pell (Mike Becraft), Sanaullah (Gay Pasley), Cawley Scott 

(Robyne Johnston), Diane Sinclair (Pat Dalby), Elizabeth 

Soyster (Debby Hailey), Jacob Stein (Samuel Watson), Henry 

mailto:savannah.ponder@stjohns-dc.org
mailto:katkehoe@gmail.com
mailto:Michael.Lodico@Stjohns-dc.org
mailto:Michael.Lodico@Stjohns-dc.org
mailto:carsonkyle@gmail.com
mailto:andrew.olivo@stjohns-dc.org
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and Sandy Welles (Donna Welles), Jim Wolter (Willy Wolter), 

and Kristen Wyckoff (Pat Dalby). 

Those who are shut-in: 

From our parish: Max Hudgins.  

Those who are in the hospital: 

Friends and family of our parish: Bob Adams (Laurie 

Adams), Shelley Agnew (Jeff Agnew), Ramon Briosos 

(Evangeline Gravina), Julie Howell (Cynthia Walker), Lucien 

Johnson (Wande Johnson), Joan Keeney (Richard Metzger), 

Shirletta Lewis (GeeGee Bryant), Aiden Mylnikov (Lindsey 

Bowen), Conyers Thompson, Jr. (Joanne Hutton), and Larry 

Watson (Catherine Outten Olivo). 

Those in our parish celebrating a birthday this week: Alyssa 

Ackerly, Judy Campbell Bird, Andrea Charters, Harry Christy, 

Grace Corcoran, Aileen Dunne, William Duthe, Martha Ellison, 

Elizabeth Field, Charlotte Galm, Chris Gardner, Hunter 

Hardinge, Anne Harrell, Bill Josey, Mauricio Lovelace, Shawn 

Maher, Bruce Perkins, Leah Proffitt, Will Simonds, and Cecilia 

Wakely. 

Those in our parish celebrating an anniversary this week: 

Celia Boddington and Paul Bledsoe, Lilibet and Chuck Hagel, 

and Marti and Bob Patchell. 

Those who are deployed:  

Friends and family of our parish: Steve Helmer (Sara 

McGanity).  

Please help us keep these lists updated by contacting the 

clergy at St. John’s via email as soon as you can with 

corrections, additions, and updates on status. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ST. JOHN’S SUNDAY PARISH LUNCH 

 

If you have not participated in the past, please begin a new tradition of your own and plan to come to our Parish 

lunches at 12:15 p.m., after the 11:00 a.m. service.  It is one of the best fellowship opportunities at St John's and a 

way to meet new friends, both members and guests, and to catch up with old friends.  

 

If you have questions, contact Holly Sukenik, the lunch coordinator, at 202-332-2952 or 

hsukenik@hotmail.com or the Parish Office at 202-347-8766 or by email to kaye.edwards@stjohns-dc.org.  

There will be no Parish Lunch on the following dates: April 14 (Palm Sunday), April 21 (Easter Day), and May 12 

(Mother’s Day). 

  

Date Host 

April 14 No Parish Lunch (Palm Sunday) 

April 21 No Parish Lunch (Easter Day) 

April 28 Reception 

May 5 Greeters 

May 12 No Parish Lunch (Mother’s Day) 

May 19 Church School 

 

ENCOURAGING LESS USE OF                

PLASTIC SHOPPING BAGS 

The District of Columbia is the leader in the 

nation in attempting to control plastic bags.  

Prompted by the accumulation of trash in the 

Anacostia River, the District passed an ordinance 

requiring any establishment that sells food or 

alcohol to charge five cents for each plastic 

disposable bag.  Over the past nine years, trash in 

the Anacostia is down 75 percent.  There’s more 

to do, of course, but we can each do our part 

whether we live in the District or not.  We can 

bring our own bags when we shop.  And we can 

recycle plastic bags once we no longer need them.   

Giant and Safeway, for example, have such 

recycle bins. 

–St. John’s Care of Creation Group 

 

mailto:hsukenik@hotmail.com
mailto:kaye.edwards@stjohns-dc.org
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2019 HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

           Palm Sunday April 14 

    7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Blessing of the Palms 

  9:00 a.m. Choral Holy Eucharist and Blessing of the Palms 

                           11:00 a.m. Choral Holy Eucharist and Blessing of the Palms 

 

Monday-Wednesday April 15-17 

  12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist 

 

             Maundy Thursday April 18 

                           12:00 noon Choral Holy Eucharist  

                              7:00 p.m. Choral Holy Eucharist, Foot Washing, and Stripping of Altar 

  

                       Good Friday April 19 

                          12:00 noon Good Friday Liturgy with Choir 

 

                         Easter Day April 21 

                              7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Hymns 

                              9:00 a.m. Festival Holy Eucharist with Choir, Brass Quintet and Timpani 

                            11:00 a.m. Festival Holy Eucharist with Choir, Brass Quintet and Timpani 

 

 

 

EASTER DAY FLOWERS 
 

The deadline for inclusion in the Easter Day order of service is Monday, April 15. 

 

The flowers that enhance the beauty of the Church and Parish House at Eastertide are given 

as memorials and in thanksgiving by parishioners.  Please consider remembering those who 

are important to you in this special way.  The suggested donation is $55.00 per name.  

Please send your check made out to St. John’s Church Attn: Evangeline Gravina noted on 

the outside of an envelope addressed to the Flower Fund, or place this form in the offering 

plate. Your support of this important ministry is greatly appreciated.   

 

       In memory of ________________________________________________________ 

       As a Thank Offering for _______________________________________________ 

       Name_______________________________________________________________ 

       Address_____________________________________________________________ 

       Phone Number_________________________ Amount ______________________ 

            

St. John’s Parish House 

1525 H Street N.W.  Washington, D.C. 20005-1005 

Telephone  202 347-8766     fax  202 347-3446 

Website  www.stjohns-dc.org 
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IF YOU ARE VISITING 

a warm welcome to St. John’s. 

We are delighted to have you worship with us.  Please let us know who you are and how we can best serve 

you by filling out a “Welcome” card and leaving it in the offering plate or with an Usher or Greeter, and 

joining us for the coffee hour following the service. 

We welcome families with young children at our worship services. Children’s Worship Bulletins are 

available from the Ushers as you enter the nave. For parishioners and visitors alike, nursery care for children 

under age three is provided on Sunday from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. We also offer Church School at 10:45 

a.m. for children and youth from age three through tenth grade on the second floor of the Parish House.  

   

All persons, including children, are invited to take part in the Holy Eucharist.  Parents may decide if their 

children receive the bread and/or wine.  Children may instead signal their desire to be blessed by the priest at 

the altar by crossing their arms across their chest. 

Follow us on Instagram at @stjohnschurchlafayettesquare. See photos from St. John’s musical 

performances, special events, meetings, Sunday services, and more. Relive the moment or experience it for 

the first time through the touch of a button on your smartphone. Help St. John’s capture each moment by 

submitting your photos from events, worship services, trips, and volunteer efforts.  

 

FREE VALET PARKING FROM THE FRONT OF ST. JOHN’S FOR THE SPEAKER SERIES AND 11:00 A.M. SERVICE. 

EXCEPT ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS, HOURS WILL BE 9:30 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.  

LOOK FOR THE VALET SIGN AT THE CORNER OF 16TH AND H STREETS.   

 

 

ST. JOHN’S ONLINE PAYMENT PROCESS 

Payments for pledges and other types of donations can now be set up with an online payment profile at 

https://tinyurl.com/GivingSJC by using your email address and creating a password.  The password should 

contain a combination of at least eight numbers and letters.  Payment can be made through VISA, 

MasterCard, Discover, and American Express cards as well as debit cards and echecks or ACH direct debits 

from your account.  Just select your preferred method of payment from the drop-down list.  Select the fund 

to which you wish to make a payment.  A one-time payment can be executed this way, or automatic recurring 

payments can be arranged by following the instructions for scheduled payments.  The site also keeps track 

of your payments.  We encourage you to use this method of making payments and to let our financial 

secretary, Preston Cherouny, know that you will switch to online payments at a certain date. 

Payments can now also be made by texting to 202-335-0365. You will receive prompts on your device 

screen for completing the process. 

Please remember that this is a payment process, and St. John’s still wants to receive your pledge. Pledging 

can be done online at our website. By making a pledge, parishioners are not only making a financial 

commitment to contribute a certain amount to St. John’s, but also are providing vital information to our 

Clergy and Vestry needed to plan the budget.  If you have questions, please call Preston Cherouny at the 

Church Office, 202-347-8766. 
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        Welcome! 

AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world.  Empowered 

by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship, become a 

community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the world. 

 

ST JOHN’S WAS ORGANIZED IN 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the neighborhoods 

in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and it was consecrated 

on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the office of President of the 

United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been communicants. Thus, St. John’s 

is often referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s Pew. The architect of the church 

was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S. Capitol and the White House after the 

War of 1812. Twenty-five of the stained glass windows in St. John’s were designed and executed by artisans of 

the noted Lorin firm of Chartres, France. 

 

BROCHURES DESCRIBING PARISH LIFE, the history of St. John’s, and the Episcopal denomination can be found 

in the church entrance.  If you are visiting, please fill out the visitor information card found at the end of each 

pew to enable us to welcome you personally into the life of our parish. 

 

ST JOHN’S WEBSITE WWW.STJOHNS-DC.ORG has up-to-date information about the Church including the 

weekly calendar, the Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, the music calendar and 

newsworthy events. 

 

 
 

                            Vestry 

Richard Metzger, Senior Warden 

Paul Barkett, Junior Warden 

Virginia Bader, Andrew Clarke, 

Audrey Wood Corcoran, Carolyn 

Crouch, Lauren Edwards, Martha 

Ellison, Jeff Hantson, Wande 

Johnson, Peter Odom, Nora Rigby, 

Jessica Sanchez, and Desirée Stolar. 

 Nkem Onwuamaegbu, Treasurer 

  Casey Evans, Assistant Treasurer 

  Andrew Tomlinson, Secretary 

 Christopher R. Wall, Parish Counsel 

 

 Head Usher 

 James H. Czerwonky 

Staff 

Kim Carlson 

        Director for Operations 

Evangeline Gravina 

      Operations Assistant 

Preston Cherouny  

       Financial Secretary 

R. J. Gravina 

     Program Coordinator 

Elizabeth Leach 

     Communications Coordinator 

Victor Obregon, Sexton 

Glynnis Bryant and David Gamboa,  

   Assistant Sextons 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Parish House 

1525 H Street N.W.  Washington, D.C. 20005-1005 

Telephone  202 347-8766 

fax  202 347-3446 

Website  www.stjohns-dc.org 
 
 

 

http://www.stjohns-dc.org/

