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THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 1, 2019 · 10:30 A.M. HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church, Lafayette Square. 
 

All who seek God are welcome at God’s table. 

Nursery Care is available from 9:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in the Parish House basement. 

Hearing assistance devices are available from the Ushers. 

 

VOLUNTARY: Prelude in G                                                        C.V. Stanford  

(1852-1924) 

HYMN 541                                                                                      Come, labor on 

Sung by all. Please stand as the procession enters.    

 

 
 

Words:   Laurie Borthwick (1813-1897), alt. 

Music:   Ora Labora, Thomas Tertius Noble (1867-1953) 

Copyright:   Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 
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 THE WORD OF GOD 
Please continue to stand. 

 

Celebrant: Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord.  
 

People: Amen. 

 

GLORIA                                                                                                              Carl Haywood     

Congregation sings the Refrain and may join in singing the verses. 

Refrain 

 

Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 

We give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, 

Only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God. 

Refrain 

You take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us, 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

Receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, 

You alone are the Lord, You alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of the Father. 

Refrain 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant: Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our 

hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all 

goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 
 

People: Amen. 

THE FIRST READING                              Read by Katherine McClintic.                     Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Please be seated.    

Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of 

Israel. Thus says the Lord: What wrong did your ancestors find in me that they went 

far from me, and went after worthless things, and became worthless themselves? 

They did not say, “Where is the Lord who brought us up from the land of Egypt, 

who led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of drought and 

deep darkness, in a land that no one passes through, where no one lives?” I brought 

you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things. But when you entered 

you defiled my land, and made my heritage an abomination. The priests did not say, 

“Where is the Lord?” Those who handle the law did not know me; the rulers 

transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after things that 

do not profit. 

Therefore once more I accuse you, says the Lord, and I accuse your children’s 

children. Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and examine with 

care; see if there has ever been such a thing. Has a nation changed its gods, even 

though they are no gods? But my people have changed their glory for something 

that does not profit. Be appalled, O heavens, at this, be shocked, be utterly desolate, 

says the Lord, for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the 

fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns that 

can hold no water. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 81:1, 10-16 
Sung by the choir. 

1  Sing with joy to God our strength  

 and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 

10  I am the Lord your God, 

 who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said,  

 "Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it." 

11  And yet my people did not hear my voice,  

 and Israel would not obey me. 

12  So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts,  

 to follow their own devices. 

13  Oh, that my people would listen to me!  

 that Israel would walk in my ways! 

14  I should soon subdue their enemies  

 and turn my hand against their foes. 

15  Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him,  

 and their punishment would last for ever. 

16  But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat  

 and satisfy him with honey from the rock. 

 

THE SECOND READING                             Read by Jack Reiffer.                       Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 

doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who 

are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, 

as though you yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, 

and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and 

adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what 

you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” So we can say 

with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do 

to me?”  

Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the 

outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 

and today and forever. Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise 

to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and 

to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 656  (stanzas 1 and 2)                                                                      Blest are the pure in heart 

Sung by all, standing. 

 
Words:  Sts. 1 and 3, John Keble (1792-1866), alt.; sts. 2 and 4, William John Hall (1793-1861), alt. 

Music:  Franconia, melody Johann Balthasar König (1691-1758); adapt.  

and harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870) 

Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.  

 

Gospeller:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                             Luke 14:1, 7-14 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to 

eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 

"When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the 

place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by 

your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, `Give 

this person your place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest 

place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when 

your host comes, he may say to you, `Friend, move up higher'; then you will be 

honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted." 

He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a 

dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 

neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But 

when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And 

you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the 

resurrection of the righteous." 

Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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HYMN 656  (stanzas 3 and 4)                                                                      Blest are the pure in heart 

Sung by all. 

 

THE SERMON                                                                                                         The Rev. Jane Milliken Hague 

Please be seated.    

Preacher and People:  

 God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to 

change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference. Amen. 

 THE NICENE CREED 

Please stand. 
 

Celebrant and People: 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 

the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 

Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 

Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.   

                                                        
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM VI                                                          Led by Tony Anikeeff.                              

Please remain standing. 

                                                                                                                                                       

Leader: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  

People: (silence) 

Leader: For all people in their daily life and work; 

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

Leader: For Donald, our President, the leaders of Congress, the Supreme Court, and all 

who are in authority; for the people of Brazil, Central America, and Hong Kong; 

for this community, the nation, and the world. 

People: For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

Leader: For the just and proper use of your creation; 

People: For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
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Leader: For refugees and migrants throughout the world, and for all who are in danger, 

sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

People: For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

Leader: For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

People: For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

Leader: For our companion relationships with the Anglican Church of Southern Africa* 

and the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. We also pray for Michael, our Presiding 

Bishop, for Mariann, Bishop of Washington, and for all bishops and other ministers. 

People: For all who serve God in the Church.    

Leader: For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially Susan Wild who 

is in the hospital and those who are sick and who are shut-ins. 

People: (The people may add their own petitions silently or aloud.)  

Leader: Hear us, Lord; 

People: For your mercy is great. 

Leader: We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life; for those celebrating a birthday 

this week: Bill Bode, Elena Braithwaite, Rachel Bright, Stephen Faris, Adrienne 

Gaziano, June Guerin, Paul Holder, John Peters Irelan, Frank Klotz, Bernard 

Malloy, Justin McCormack, Sarah Platts, Carl Raether, Nancy Roe, Zain Sadqi, 

Harry Simonds, Kate Szpila, William Stolar, Cal Trepagnier, Edwin U, Susan 

Volgenau, Alexander Lehmann Weng, Sebastian Lehmann Weng, Suzanne 

Whitmore, and Tory Wood; for those celebrating an anniversary this week, 

especially Janice Berry and Timothy Edwards and Susan and Tim Heil; in 

thanksgiving for Josephine Araoluwa Leach who was born August 26; and in 

thanksgiving for the marriage yesterday of Lara Kanitra and Kevin Kozlowski. 

People: (The people may add their own petitions silently or aloud.) 

   Leader: We will exalt you, O God our King; 

People: And praise your Name for ever and ever.  

Leader: We pray for all who have died, especially Lewis H. Goldman who died August 9, 

Janet Faulstich Tarrody who died August 24, John Patrick Foster who died August 

28, and Irene Bleha in whose memory the flowers are given today, that they may 

have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

People: (The people may add their own petitions silently or aloud.)  

Leader: Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

People: Who put their trust in you.  

Leader: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  

People: (silence)  

 

 

* In particular, the Kwasa Centre in the Diocese of the Highveld. 
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Leader and People: 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our 

sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by 

your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and 

glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. 

People: Amen.      

THE PEACE 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please be seated. 

    THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                                                                 

Jubilate in B-flat, op. 10                                                       Charles Villiers Stanford  

(1852-1924) 

The Summer Choir 

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: serve the Lord with gladness, and come before 

His presence with a song. Be ye sure that the Lord He is God: it is He that hath 

made us, and not we our selves: we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. O 

go your way into His gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be 

thankful unto Him, and speak good of his Name. For the Lord is gracious, His 

mercy is everlasting, and His truth endureth from generation to generation, His truth 

endureth. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 

the beginning, is now and every shall be, world without end, Amen. 

–Psalm 96:1-3 
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WLP 761                        All who hunger gather gladly 

Sung by all, standing. 

         

    

   
   
    Words: Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955-1993) 

Music:  Holy Manna, from The Southern Harmony, 1835; alt. harm., Columbian Harmony, 1825 

     Copyright: Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.   

 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Please remain standing. 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 

 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to 

new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD: LEVAS 255                      
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Music:  Grayson Warren Brown (b. 1948), A Mass for a Soulful People 

Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 

Please stand or kneel. 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,  

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 

mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People: 
 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 

these gifts.   

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 

Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 

we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 

eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 

for ever. 

People: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant and People: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Fraction Anthem (WLP 875)                                                                        Gary James (b. 1957) 

 The people sing the refrain. 

  Refrain 

 

The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ.  Refrain.  

One body are we, alleluia, for though many we share one bread.  Refrain.  
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Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ  

died for you, and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

 

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION 

Anthem     The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee                                                                Jean Berger 

                                                                                                                                        (1909-2002) 

The Summer Choir 

The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou 

openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 

– Psalm 145:15, 16              

Hymn 596                                                                                                                    Judge eternal 

Sung by all.    

 

 

 

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Our tradition 

is to receive both the bread and the wine, sharing in the common cup.  Please assist the chalice 

bearer by guiding the cup to your lips. You may also intinct by dipping the wafer into the 

chalice. Receiving the bread only is a valid and acceptable way to share in Holy Communion. 

After consuming the wafer, cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you do not wish to 

receive the wine. Gluten-free wafers are available on request from the communion minister. 

Parents may decide if their children receive the bread and/or wine. Children may instead signal 

their desire to be blessed by the priest by crossing their arms over their chest. 
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Words:  Henry Scott Holland (1847-1918), alt. 

Music:  Komm, o komm, du Geist des Lebens, melody from Neu-vermehrtes und zu Ubung Christl. Gotteligkeit  

eingerichtetes Meiningisches Gesangbuch, 1693 

Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.   

  Hymn 435                                                                                                      At the Name of Jesus                                                                                       

  Sung by all.     

    

      
Words:  Caroline Maria Noel (1817-1877), alt. 

Music:  King’s Weston, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.    
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Please stand. 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People: 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 

world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Celebrant distributes a communion kit to each Lay Eucharistic Minister saying: 

 

Celebrant: On behalf of God and St. John’s Church, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts 

that those whom you will visit may share with us in the communion of Christ’s 

Body and Blood. 
 

People:  Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

Celebrant: Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who 

travel the way with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing 

of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 
 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN 537                                                                                                  Christ for the world we sing 

Sung by all, standing.                                                                                     

  

 
Words:  Samuel Wolcott (1813-1886) 

Music:  Moscow, melody Felice de Giardini (1716-1796);  

harm. The New Hymnal, 1916 based on Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875, and Lowell Mason (1792-1892) 

Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
 

People: Thanks be to God.  

VOLUNTARY:  On a theme                                                                                        Orlando Gibbons 
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ASSISTING AT THE 10:30 A.M. SERVICE TODAY: Kenny Kraft, Crucifer; Debby Hailey, Jack Reiffer, and 

Thom Sinclair, Chalice Bearers; Thom Sinclair, Lay Eucharistic Minister; Kat Kehoe, Greeter; 

Thea Crouch, Pat Dalby, and Sherill Mason, Flower Guild; Jeff Agnew and Graham Keithley, 

Assistant Head Usher; Robert Carrol, Jeff Hantson, Katie Hantson, John Herzog, Grant Kraus, and 

Hap Rigby, Ushers. 

 

THE FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH are given to the glory of God; in loving memory of Irene Bleha; and in 

thanksgiving for the marriage yesterday of Lara Kanitra and Kevin Kozlowski. 

 

REFRESHMENTS will be served in front of the church, following the 10:30 a.m. service, weather permitting. 

A TOUR OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH will be offered after the 10:30 a.m. service. If you are interested,                
please join Karen Zachary at the pulpit following the service. 

THE SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK will be presented by Margaret Carlson, columnist for the Daily Beast. 

She was the first female columnist at Time magazine, a columnist at Bloomberg View, a weekly 

panelist on CNN’s “Capital Gang” and managing editor at the New Republic. She will speak on            

The 2020 Elections.  

RECYCLING of Order of Service Bulletins paper is good stewardship.  If you wish, please leave them at the 

end of the pew after the service. 
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EVENTS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 2-8, 2019 

 Monday September 2 

  Church and Parish Office Closed 

 

 Tuesday September 3 

                     12 noon  AA (Togo West Parlor)    

 

 Wednesday September 4 

 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting (3rd Floor, Conference Room) 

 

 Thursday September 5 

                     12 noon  Al-Anon (Togo West Parlor)   

 

 Saturday September 7 

 9:00 a.m. Flower Guild  

   Children and Youth Formation Leader’s Retreat   

 

 Sunday September 8 

 7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist—Homily—The Rev. Robert W. Fisher 

 8:15 a.m. St. John’s Choir Rehearsal 

  Nursery 

 9:00 a.m. Choral Holy Eucharist—Sermon—The Rev. Robert W. Fisher 

 10:00 a.m. Speaker Series—Margaret Carlson, weekly panelist on CNN’s “Capital Gang”  

        and managing editor at the New Republic—The 2020 Elections 

  Orientation to Formation Hour | Church School 

 10:10 a.m. St. John’s Choir and Parish Choir Rehearsal 

 11:00 a.m. Choral Holy Eucharist—Sermon—The Rev. Robert W. Fisher 

  Children’s Chapel 

 12:15 p.m. Hospitality Hour  

  Tour of the Church 

 1:00 p.m. Oraciόn Vespertina    

    

The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated Tuesday through Friday at 12:10 p.m. 

SAVE THE DATE 

INSTALLATION OF THE REV. ROBERT W. FISHER 

Saturday, September 28 at 10:00 a.m. 

St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square 

The entire community of St. John's is invited to celebrate our new ministry together as we install the 

Rev. Robert W. Fisher as our new Rector at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 28. Bishop Mariann 

Budde will preside at the service. A reception will follow at The Army and Navy Club on Farragut 

Square, at 901 17th Street, NW. (Corner of 17th and I) 

Please RSVP at RSVP@stjohns-dc.org or at (202) 347-8766 by September 22. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:RSVP@stjohns-dc.org
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POTLUCK SUPPERS WITH                                       

OUR NEW RECTOR 

St. John's will continue its popular parishioner 

potluck suppers into the fall!  The Rev. Rob Fisher 

and Sarah Wood plan to attend. The potlucks are a 

wonderful opportunity both to meet our new rector 

and to connect with fellow parishioners.  If you are 

interested in hosting one, please contact Holly 

Sukenik hsukenik@hotmail.com or 202-332-2952.  

• Sunday, September 1, 4:00 p.m. (Labor Day 

Weekend) 

Cathedral Heights, NW, Washington DC 

Family, kid friendly event (pool available)  

Pamela and Patrick Venzke     

RSVP: pamela.venzke@outlook.com or 

call/text 202-746-4793 with numbers 

(kids/adults) 

•  Tuesday, September 17, 6:00 p.m. 

Penn Quarter, Washington DC  

Cay Buser 

RSVP: buserward@verizon.net 

• Saturday, September 21, 6:30 p.m.   

SW, Washington DC  

Carolyn and Nelson Crouch  

RSVP: Carolyn.crouch819@gmail.com  

•  Sunday, October 27, 5:30 p.m.   

Alexandria and S. Arlington.VA.   

Gay and Bob Pasley and Nancy and Frank Klotz                            

RSVP: glpasley@gmail.com or   

nhklotz@aol.com 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPEAKER SERIES SCHEDULE  

The Speaker Series is held at 10:00 a.m.                              

on the following Sundays in the Togo West Parlor: 

• September 8: Margaret Carlson, columnist for the 

Daily Beast. She was the first female columnist 

at Time magazine, a columnist at Bloomberg View, a 

weekly panelist on CNN’s “Capital Gang” and 

managing editor at the New Republic. She will speak 

on The 2020 Elections. 

• September 15: Kate Andersen Brower, Author and 

Journalist. Kate is the author of the New York Times 

bestsellers The Residence and First Women. She is a 

CNN contributor and covered the Obama White 

House for Bloomberg News and is a former CBS 

News staffer and Fox News producer. She will speak 

on America’s First Ladies. 

• September 22: Adam Rothman, Professor in the 

History Department at Georgetown University. He 

will speak on The Civil War and Reconstruction. 

• September 29: Dr. Michael Witmore, Director of 

the Folger Shakespeare Library. He was formerly 

professor of English at the University of Wisconsin-

Madison, and before that he served as associate 

professor of English and assistant professor of 

English at Carnegie Mellon University. He will speak 

on The Folger and Shakespeare. 

• October 6: Jeffrey Rosen, American academic and 

commentator on legal affairs. He is a professor of 

law at the Law School of George Washington 

University. He will speak on The New Supreme 

Court Term. 

• October 13: Anthony Williams, former mayor of 

the District of Columbia, for two terms, from 1999 

to 2007. He will speak on the State of the City. 

• October 20: Ashok Kumar Mirpuri, Ambassador 

of Singapore to the United States. He will speak on 

Reflections from Embassy Row: A Discussion with 

the Ambassador of Singapore. 

• October 27: Jane Clarke, acclaimed Irish poet, 

will reflect on the role of poetry in helping us 

respond to loss, with a reading from her recently 

published second collection (When the Tree Falls, 

Bloodaxe Books 2019) and her illustrated group of 

poems inspired by a First World War family archive 

(All the Way Home, Smith|Doorstop 2019). She will 

speak on Give Sorrow Words. 

• December 15: Stewart McLaurin, President of the 

White House Historical Association. He leads the 

Association’s non-profit and non-partisan mission 

to support conservation and preservation at the 

White House with non-government funding. He will 

speak on The White House Historical Association. 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 

THE REV. JANE MILLIKEN HAGUE! 

Interim Associate Rector 

The Rev. Jane Milliken Hague has a Bachelor of 

Science in Foreign Service (BSFS) from the Walsh 

School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University 

and earned a graduate degree from Virginia 

Theological Seminary. After working in business, Jane 

turned her focus back to her love for the church. 

She managed the Welcome Table at the Church of the 

Epiphany for three years, and was ordained in 2011. 

She was Associate Rector at St. Margaret’s in 

Annapolis, MD for five years and Associate to the 

Rector at St. Thomas Church, on the campus of 

Dartmouth College in Hanover, NH, for two years. 

Being an avid fan of the Washington Nationals is just 

one of the reasons Jane is thrilled to return to the DC 

area. She has two sons, loves to hike, and is a beginner 

in golf. 
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH FORMATION  

LEADERS' RETREAT 

Saturday, September 7, 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Please save the date for a formation leadership retreat day--

Saturday, September 7 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. This is a 

time for both new and veteran church school teachers and 

formation leaders to come together for team building, training, 

prayer, and a lunch with the rector and family minister. If you 

are interested in serving in leadership with children and 

youth this program year (September-May), please contact 

Savannah Ponder, Assistant for Ministries with Children, 

Youth, and Families at savannah.ponder@stjohns-dc.org.  

 

ST. JOHN’S BOOK CLUB 

Thursday, September 12 at 6:45 p.m. 

The St. John’s Book Club will resume its monthly meetings on 

Thursday, September 12. We will meet in the second floor of 

the Parish House at 6:45 p.m. to discuss The Overstory by 

Richard Powers. If you love to read, please join us for an 

evening of discussion and socializing. Questions? Contact 

Leila Taaffe at taaffel@gmail.com. 

 

PARLOR SERIES SEASON OPENER 

Sunday, September 15 at 5:00 p.m. 

Soprano Tory Wood with pianist Joy Schreier  

In Recital 

Tory Wood, from Michigan's beautiful Upper Peninsula, sings 

in the St. John's Choir and is a member of the Washington 

National Opera Chorus. Joy Schreier is pianist for the Cathedral 

Choral Society and received her doctorate in accompanying 

from the Eastman School of Music. They will perform art songs 

and arias by Donizetti, Handel, Reynaldo Hahn, Joaquin 

Rodrigo, Schubert, and Richard Strauss. The Parlor Series 

offers an hour of ticketless, free entertainment followed by a 

light reception in the newly-renovated Togo West Parlor in the 

Parish House. 

 

BAPTISM SERVICES 

The next dates for Baptism and required pre-baptismal classes 

with the clergy are as follows:  

• Baptism: Sunday, September 22, 9:00 a.m. 

  Class: Saturday, September 21, 10:00 a.m. 

• Baptism: Sunday, November 3, 11:00 a.m. 

  Class: Saturday, November 2, 1:00 p.m. 

• Baptism: Sunday, January 12, 9:00 a.m. 

  Class: Saturday, January 11, 10:00 a.m. 

If you are interested in having a child baptized, or in baptism 

for yourself, please contact Kaye Edwards by e-mail at 

kaye.edwards@stjohns-dc.org.  Please note that the parents or 

grandparents of children being baptized must be active, 

pledging members of St. John’s. Adults interested in baptism 

for themselves must attend the Rector’s Adult Inquirers’ Class 

and be active, pledging participants in the life of the parish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE 2019 FALL ADULT INQUIRERS’ CLASS 

Saturdays, October 5 and October 19 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

If you would like to be baptized, confirmed, or received into 

membership in the Episcopal Church at St. John’s, join the 2019 

Fall Adult Inquirers’ Class. The two-day class will meet on 

Saturdays, October 5 and October 19 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m. both days.  The Rev. Rob Fisher, Rector of St. John’s, will 

lead the sessions. Anyone – newcomer or longtime parishioner 

– interested in learning more about our Christian faith and life, 

the Episcopal tradition, and the ministry of St. John’s Church, 

is encouraged to attend. For more information or to register, 

please contact Kaye Edwards, Assistant for Church 

Growth, at 202-347-8766, ext. 317 or by e-mail 

at kaye.edwards@stjohns-dc.org.  Those who participate in 

this class, or have completed another inquirers’ class, may 

attend a Service of Confirmation, Reception, and Reaffirmation 

of Baptismal Vows at Washington National Cathedral on 

Saturday, November 2. 

 

THE ST. JOHN'S REFUGEE COMMITTEE 

The St. John's Refugee Committee would like to thank the 

congregation for the incredible outpouring of support over the 

past few weeks to support the efforts of the committee to 

prepare an apartment for an incoming refugee family. The 

family is settled in their new home, and expressed tremendous 

gratitude for our welcome. For more information about how 

to become involved with future efforts, please contact 

jesspulsifersanchez@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

MINISTRY FAIR 

Sunday, September 15 

after the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services 

Come celebrate the various 

Parish Committees, Organizations, and Activities 

St. John’s annual Ministry Fair for parish ministries, 

committees, organizations, and activities will take place 

September 15. The Ministry Fair is a festive and 

welcoming way to recruit new people to parish 

ministries, to give newcomers a chance to see the 

variety of ministry happening at St. John’s, and to meet 

some of the outstanding lay leaders from our parish. 

On September 15, after both the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 

a.m. services, parishioners and newcomers will be able 

to learn about the wide variety of volunteer 

opportunities at St. John’s at tables outside the church 

sanctuary entrance off 16th Street. 

Want to be more involved and join in the mission of St. 

John’s? The lay activities within our parish community 

are outstanding and welcome new people into their 

work. Come help us celebrate the ways we serve! 

Please contact the Rev. Jane Hague if you would like 

additional information at jane.hague@stjohns-

dc.org. 

 

mailto:savannah.ponder@stjohns-dc.org
mailto:kaye.edwards@stjohns-dc
mailto:jesspulsifersanchez@gmail.com
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YOUTH PILGRIMAGE TO KWASA COLLEGE                            

IN SOUTH AFRICA  

Summer 2020 

Rising ninth to twelfth graders are invited to contact Savannah 

Ponder to apply to participate in a pilgrimage to the Kwasa 

College in Springs, Gauteng, South Africa. This pilgrimage will 

happen next summer. Kwasa is an educational center for 

children age three through grade five. St. John's has had a long 

relationship with Kwasa, both supporting their ministry 

financially and sending volunteers to visit the community. The 

Rev. Sharron Dinnie, the rector of Kwasa, has warmly invited 

St. John's youth to return to Kwasa next summer to build 

relationships, serve with the school, and learn more about their 

ministries with children. The requirements leading up to this 

pilgrimage would be participation in the following: monthly 

group meetings for prayer, faith formation, and fundraising 

planning, hosting parish-wide fundraising events leading up to 

the trip, and leading one presentation at St. John's after the trip.  

If you are interested in learning more about this 

opportunity, please contact Savannah Ponder, Assistant 

for Ministries to Children, Youth, and Families at 

savannah.ponder@stjohns-dc.org by September 1. 

 

SING WITH THE PARISH CHOIR 

The Parish Choir, a dedicated corps of volunteer musicians who 

provide musical leadership for Sunday morning services, 

welcomes new members. Midweek rehearsals are most 

Thursday evenings from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., with a light 

supper of sandwiches provided at 6:30 p.m.  There is a 

straightforward voice trial for admission, but the main 

qualification is your interest in serving St. John’s in its music 

program.  The Parish Choir uses the Rule of St. Benedict as a 

guide for serving together in a community of faith and ends 

most rehearsals with a service of Compline in the 

nave.  Additionally, the singing season is divided into 

“Quarters,” which are focused commitments of eight to ten 

weeks.  If you would like to join for the "Fall Quarter” 

beginning with breakfast, a retreat, and sung midday 

prayer with the Rev. Rob Fisher on the morning of 

Saturday, September 7, please be in touch with Assistant 

Director of Music Brent Erstad at Brent.Erstad@stjohns-

dc.org to learn more. 

JOIN ST. JOHN’S GREETERS TEAM 

Would you enjoy welcoming visitors to Sunday services? 

Helping new parishioners feel comfortable in the congregation? 

Exchanging morning greetings with old and new friends in the 

parish? Then please join the Welcome Team Ministry and 

become a Greeter for the 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. service (10:30 

a.m. service during summer). Greeting requires only a short 

time before and after the service and is important to the 

continued growth and health of St. John’s Church.  For more 

information about becoming a greeter, please contact Head 

Greeter Kat Kehoe at katkehoe@gmail.com. 

JOIN THE ST. JOHN’S TOUR GUIDE MINISTRY 

St. John’s Tour Guide Ministry is looking for new members. 

For the Tour Guides of St John’s, spring and summer mean that 

the number of visitors and guests who are interested in tours of 

the church will be increasing at our services. Leading tours is 

rewarding.  You meet wonderful people from all over the 

United States and around the world. Training from current Tour 

Guides is done at your convenience.  Guides are called upon 

once every 8 weeks or so to give tours on Sundays after the 

11:00 a.m. service (during the regular program year) and after 

the 10:30 a.m. service during the summer.  If the opportunity 

presents itself, please take a tour from one of our Guides or 

contact the head of the Tour Guides, Karen Zachary, at 

karen.zachary@gmail.com. We look forward to welcoming 

you as a part of this important ministry at St. John’s.   

CONSIDER JOINING THE FLOWER GUILD 

Whether acquiring a new skill or expanding on an existing 

talent, being a member of the Flower Guild is a rewarding way 

to volunteer at St. John’s.  Newcomers are paired with 

experienced members who mentor them until they are fully 

fledged, confident flower arrangers.  It is a wonderful ministry 

with the benefit of newfound friendships.  For a typical Sunday, 

two team members meet on Saturday morning.  Please contact 

Flower Guild Chair Katherine Kyle if you would like 

additional information at carsonkyle@gmail.com. 

 

AN EASY WAY TO HELP OTHERS 

When you travel, bring back unopened toiletry items for 

homeless shelters.  Place them in the basket in the connector 

between the Church and the Parish House. 

 

LISTEN AGAIN TO SUNDAY SERMONS 

If you missed a Sunday at St. John’s Church or would like to 

listen again to past sermons or speaker series, you can visit the 

St. John’s website and click on the “Media” tab at the top of the 

page to listen. You can also find past sermons by searching for 

“St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square” in the Podcast app on 

your iPhone or iPad. 
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PASTORAL CARE AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 

Praying for the sick and those in need is an important part of 

our life together. We invite you to add yourself, family, or 

friends to the parish prayer list. Other than birthdays, 

anniversaries, and deaths, names added to the prayer list will 

appear for four consecutive weeks. If you would like the name 

to be on the prayer list for a shorter or longer period of time, 

please let us know. We are listing in parentheses the name of 

the person requesting prayers for family and friends who are not 

members of the congregation. To add a name to the prayer 

list, please contact the Rev. Rob Fisher at 

rob.fisher@stjohns-dc.org. 

FLOWER DELIVERIES 

Help brighten the day of parishioners who can’t be with us by 

taking them flowers, located in the side chapel. A card is 

attached to each vase with contact information.  Thank you for 

checking to see if a delivery address is convenient for you.   

Flowers need to be delivered on N. George Mason Drive, 

Arlington, VA and MacArthur Boulevard, NW, 

Washington, DC. 

OUR PRAYERS are requested for the special needs and 

concerns of this congregation, especially: 

Those who are sick or recovering:  

From our parish: Krista Becker, Teresa Huettner, Nelda 

Johnson, Bob Patchell, Gordon Richmond, Robin Schwartz, 

Dace Vidins, and Samuel Watson. 

Friends and family of our parish: Bruce Anderson (Cay 

Buser), Niels Beck (Michelle Mangrum), Jeannie Boyd (Samuel 

Watson), Rachael Buckley (Chrystal Martin), John Frew Carter 

(Margo Arnold), Lane Carter, Kevin Chaney (Andrew 

Tomlinson), Laura Chaney (Andrew Tomlinson), Bill Clark 

(Clark Ervin), William Frew Conderman (Margo Arnold), 

Sambar Datta (Ashley Culbertson), Harry Davis (Mary & Carl 

Raether), Karl Dornemann (Deb Dornemann), Bobby Doyle 

(Alex Pappas), Henry Farrington (Samuel Watson), Ted Fibison 

(Wendy Fibison), Chantay Griffin (GeeGee Bryant and Charley 

Griffin), Lucas Hunt (Matthew Taylor), Edwarda Johnson 

(Wande Johnson), Frederick T. Kraus (Grant Kraus), John 

Linton (Cay Buser), Linda Linton (Cay Buser), William 

Markiewicz (Matthew Taylor), Tammy McCleaf (Matthew 

Taylor), Timothy Mullins (Jim Mullins), Judy Nicola (Cynthia 

Walker), Jerry O'Hagan (Lance Jensen), Jonathan A.I. Olowu 

(Elizabeth Leach), Ginger Parra (Leila Taaffe), Cawley Scott 

(Robyne Johnston), Diane Sinclair (Pat Dalby), Henry and 

Sandy Welles (Donna Welles), Jim Wolter (Willy Wolter), and 

Kristen Wyckoff (Pat Dalby). 

Those who are shut-in: 

From our parish: Max Hudgins.  

Those who are in the hospital: 

From our parish: Susan Wild. 

Friends and family of our parish: Russ Capps (Virginia 

Bader), Julie Howell (Cynthia Walker), Aiden Mylnikov 

(Lindsey Bowen), and Travis Rogers (Robert Carroll). 

 

Those who died: 

Friends and family of our parish: Lewis H. Goldman who 

died August 9, Janet Faulstich Tarrody who died August 24, 

and John Patrick Foster who died August 28. 

Those who were born: 

From our parish: Josephine Araoluwa Leach who was born 

August 26. 

Those in our parish celebrating a birthday this week: Bill 

Bode, Elena Braithwaite, Rachel Bright, Stephen Faris, 

Adrienne Gaziano, June Guerin, Paul Holder, John Peters 

Irelan, Frank Klotz, Bernard Malloy, Justin McCormack, Sarah 

Platts, Carl Raether, Nancy Roe, Zain Sadqi, Harry Simonds, 

Kate Szpila, William Stolar, Cal Trepagnier, Edwin U, Susan 

Volgenau, Alexander Lehmann Weng, Sebastian Lehmann 

Weng, Suzanne Whitmore, and Tory Wood. 

Those in our parish celebrating an anniversary this week: 

Janice Berry and Timothy Edwards and Susan and Tim Heil. 

Those serving in the Armed Forces including those who are 

deployed, and for the Armed Forces Ministry of the 

Episcopal Church:  

Friends and family of our parish who are deployed: Steve 

Helmer (Sara McGanity) and Peter T. Watson (Wendy Fibison). 

Please help us keep these lists updated by contacting the 

clergy at St. John’s via email as soon as you can with 

corrections, additions, and updates on status. 
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HOST A ST. JOHN’S SUNDAY PARISH LUNCH 

September 29, 2019 – May 17, 2020 

Parish Lunch Resumes! 

Our beloved Parish Lunch tradition resumes September 29. 

Sign Up to Host A Sunday Parish Lunch! 

The Calendar is open.  Your help is needed to make it happen. 

Participate in one of the best fellowship opportunities at St. John’s. 

Make new friends – both members and visitors – and  catch up with old friends. 

We encourage individual members, families, and groups and ministries of our church to host lunches.   

Working with family and friends is FUN! 

It takes at least two people to pull it off. 

So, … 

Talk to a friend – or two or three – about joining you to host a Sunday Lunch. The more the merrier! 

Hosts may be reimbursed for expenses or receive a tax receipt as you choose.   

Detailed guidelines are sent to anyone who inquires. 

To sign up to host a lunch and select a date, contact Holly Sukenik, the lunch coordinator, at  202-332-2952 (home) 

or hsukenik@hotmail.com or the Parish Office at 202-347-8766 or by email to kaye.edwards@stjohns-dc.org.   

There will be no Parish Lunch on the following dates: October 27 (Marine Corps Marathon), December 1 

(Thanksgiving weekend), December 22, December 29,  January 5, April 5 (Palm Sunday), April 12 (Easter Day), and May 

10 (Mother’s Day). 

  

Date Host 

September 29  

October 6  

October 13  

October 20  

November 3  

November 10  

November 17  

November 24  

December 8  

December 15  

January 12  

January 19  

January 26  

February 2 Annual Meeting and Reception 

February 9  

February 16  

February 23  

March 1  

March 8  

March 15  

March 22  

March 29  

April 19  

April 26  

May 3  

May 17  
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HONOR YOUR LOVED ONES WITH FLOWERS 

You can recognize your loved ones or a special event with a dedication in our Sunday bulletin when you make 

a contribution to the Flower Fund. In doing so, you invite the congregation to participate in remembering a 

loved one, a birth or birthday, or a wedding, anniversary, graduation, or other special event. 

St. John’s Flower Guild lovingly arranges flowers each week for our Sunday services.  You can choose to 

dedicate the two main altar arrangements with a contribution of $110, the side chapel for $55, or the narthex 

for $55. Or, you can dedicate all four arrangements in the church for $220.  

Please contact the Parish Office at 202-347-8766 and send a check to St. John’s Church 

Attention: Flower Fund, 1525 H Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005-1005, Fax 202-347-3446 

 

(Circle one)  In Memory of   |  Thanksgiving for  |  Celebration of: _______________________     

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number: __________________________  Email: ________________________________ 

(Circle one) Entire Church-$220  |  Main Altar-$110  |  Side Altar-$55  |  Narthex-$55 

 

Thank you! 

 

EMAIL WHALING/PHISHING SCAMS PERSIST  

BE AWARE AND DON'T BE A VICTIM! 

 

Again, community members have received messages purporting to be from the Rev. Rob Fisher, asking 

for favors and gift card purchases. These emails are not from Rob! 

 

Rob and the rest of the staff at St. John's Church will never email anyone asking for gift card purchases. 

Treat this as a red flag and report it to staff immediately. 

 

Any email from clergy or staff will have an address that ends with stjohns-dc.org. Common 

phishing/whaling attempts use very similar looking email addresses from free services like Gmail or 

Yahoo.  

 

Please do not open any suspicious emails that may come from any account. Delete them immediately. 

If you are unsure, please contact the Church Office (202-347-8766) for assistance. To learn more 

about whaling/phishing attempts, visit the Diocese of Newark's blog post on the subject at 

https://dioceseofnewark.org/geeks/whaling-email-attacks-how-foil-them. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QfjXJMuMrXA-DQgfpB-7UkfUj0XVfSVIUI9fOUC8EwmDIRor9Gw756KowfLoJ1F3PnQ10IlOpRztGRvBfTcLcf2PfXJbOk-JsVhNHqG0DZItLCC-7vYOAxR1wCVgThkCztOtEYV-psL0xT47wu6q5eh9hEnYp-wWsI0Lo5_L4XtC-gVkolxtzcc7n1r3mjyoSs84M8XZG5Inr1GIqNkowQg3Q_adF69zEO-cXbdeRpc=&c=&ch=
https://dioceseofnewark.org/geeks/whaling-email-attacks-how-foil-them
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IF YOU ARE VISITING 

a warm welcome to St. John’s. 

We are delighted to have you worship with us.  Please let us know who you are and how we can best serve 

you by filling out a “Welcome” card and leaving it in the offering plate or with an Usher or Greeter, and 

joining us for the coffee hour following the service. 

We welcome families with young children at our worship services. Children’s Worship Bulletins are 

available from the Ushers as you enter the nave. For parishioners and visitors alike, nursery care for 

infants through age six is provided on Sunday from 9:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  

   

All persons, including children, are invited to take part in the Holy Eucharist.  Parents may decide if their 

children receive the bread and/or wine.  Children may instead signal their desire to be blessed by the priest 

at the altar by crossing their arms across their chest. 

Follow us on Instagram at @stjohnschurchlafayettesquare. See photos from St. John’s musical 

performances, special events, meetings, Sunday services, and more. Relive the moment or experience it for 

the first time through the touch of a button on your smartphone. Help St. John’s capture each moment by 

submitting your photos from events, worship services, trips, and volunteer efforts.  

 

FREE VALET PARKING FROM THE FRONT OF ST. JOHN’S FOR THE 10:30 A.M. SERVICE.  

EXCEPT ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS, HOURS WILL BE 9:30 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.  

LOOK FOR THE VALET SIGN AT THE CORNER OF 16TH AND H STREETS. 

 



26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



28 

 

 

        Welcome! 

AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world.  Empowered 

by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship, become a 

community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the world. 

 

ST JOHN’S WAS ORGANIZED IN 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the neighborhoods 

in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and it was consecrated 

on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the office of President of the 

United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been communicants. Thus, St. John’s 

is often referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s Pew. The architect of the church 

was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S. Capitol and the White House after the 

War of 1812. Twenty-five of the stained glass windows in St. John’s were designed and executed by artisans of 

the noted Lorin firm of Chartres, France. 

 

BROCHURES DESCRIBING PARISH LIFE, the history of St. John’s, and the Episcopal denomination can be found 

in the church entrance.  If you are visiting, please fill out the visitor information card found at the end of each 

pew to enable us to welcome you personally into the life of our parish. 

 

ST JOHN’S WEBSITE WWW.STJOHNS-DC.ORG has up-to-date information about the Church including the 

weekly calendar, the Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, the music calendar and 

newsworthy events. 

 

 

                            Vestry 

Richard Metzger, Senior Warden 

Paul Barkett, Junior Warden 

Virginia Bader, Andrew Clarke, 

Audrey Wood Corcoran, Carolyn 

Crouch, Lauren Edwards, Martha 

Ellison, Jeff Hantson, Wande 

Johnson, Peter Odom, Nora Rigby, 

Jessica Sanchez, and Desirée Stolar. 

 Nkem Onwuamaegbu, Treasurer 

  Casey Evans, Assistant Treasurer 

  Andrew Tomlinson, Secretary 

 Christopher R. Wall, Parish Counsel 

 

 Head Usher 

 James H. Czerwonky 

 

Staff 

Kim Carlson 

        Director for Operations 

Evangeline Gravina 

      Operations Assistant 

Preston Cherouny  

       Financial Secretary 

Charley Griffin 

     Receptionist 

R. J. Gravina 

     Program Coordinator 

Elizabeth Leach 

     Communications Coordinator 

Victor Obregon, Sexton 

GeeGee Bryant and David Gamboa,  

   Assistant Sextons 

 

  
 

 

Parish House 

1525 H Street N.W.  Washington, D.C. 20005-1005 

Telephone  202 347-8766 

fax  202 347-3446 

Website  www.stjohns-dc.org 
 
 

http://www.stjohns-dc.org/

