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Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church, Lafayette Square. 

All who seek God are welcome at God’s table. 

Hearing assistance devices are available from the Ushers. 

Nursery Care is available from 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon in the Parish House basement for children ages 3 and under. 
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INSTITUTION AND INDUCTION 

PRELUDE  Piece d'orgue, BWV 572                                                                                   J.S. Bach  

(1685–1750) 

Please stand. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 370                                                                    I bind unto myself today                                                                 

Sung by all. 
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Words:   Att. Patrick (372-466); tr. Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 

Music:  St. Patrick’s Breastplate, Irish melody; adapt. Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924); St. 6, Deirdre,  

  Irish melody; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
Copyright:            Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.     

Please remain standing. 

Bishop:  Dear Rob, Richard, Paul, and people of St. John’s, do you commit yourselves to 

lively proclamation of the gospel through the work of this congregation and the larger 

church, working together in love and harmony and in mutual respect for the ministries 

of all the baptized? 

All:    We do. 

 

Bishop:  Let us then offer our prayers to God for all of God’s people, and especially this 

congregation and its new rector. 

THE LITANY OF ORDINATIONS 

 

Cantor:   

People:   

Cantor:  God the Son, 

People:  Have mercy on us. 

 
Cantor:  God the Holy Spirit, 

People:  Have mercy on us. 

 

Cantor:   

People:   

 
Cantor:   For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found 

without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Cantor:  For all members of your Church in their vocation and ministry, that they may serve 

you in a true and godly life, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Cantor:  For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Mariann, our bishop, and for all bishops, 

priests, and deacons, that they may be filled with your love, may hunger for truth,  

and may thirst after righteousness, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Cantor:  For Rob, chosen priest in your Church, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Cantor:  That he may faithfully fulfill the duties of this ministry, build up your Church,        

and glorify your Name, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Cantor:  That by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit he may be sustained and encouraged to 

persevere to the end, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Cantor:  For his family, that they may be adorned with all Christian virtues, we pray to you,            

O Lord. 

People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Cantor:  For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among 

nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Cantor:  For those in positions of public trust especially Donald, our President, the leaders     

of Congress, and the Supreme Court, that they may serve justice and promote         

the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Cantor:  For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, 

that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you,         

O Lord. 

People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Cantor:  For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners,          

and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you,    

O Lord. 

People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Cantor:  For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit             

to amend our lives, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Cantor:  For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is 

known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where 

there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Cantor:  Rejoicing in the fellowship of St. John and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 

and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 

People:  To you, O Lord our God. 

 

Cantor:  Lord, have mercy. 

People:  Christ, have mercy. 

 

Cantor:  Lord, have mercy. 

Please remain standing. 

Bishop:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 

Bishop:  Let us pray. 

 Ever living God, strengthen and sustain the ministers of this congregation, lay and 

ordained, that they may faithfully follow in the way of your Son Jesus Christ, 

proclaiming in word and deed the good news of the kingdom; through him who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

People:  Amen. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

READING                                                Read by Nkem Onwuamaegbu.                                   James 3:13-18 

Please be seated.                                                                                            

  Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works 

are done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish 

ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does 

not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is 

envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 

But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full 

of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of 

righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

  People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  121                                                              

Sung by the choir. 

                             1  I lift up my eyes to the hills;  

 from where is my help to come? 

                             2  My help comes from the Lord,  

 the maker of heaven and earth. 

                             3  He will not let your foot be moved  

 and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

                             4  Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel  

 shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

                             5  The Lord himself watches over you;  

 the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 

                             6  So that the sun shall not strike you by day,  

 nor the moon by night. 

                             7  The Lord shall preserve you from all evil;  

 it is he who shall keep you safe. 

                             8  The Lord shall watch over your going out and 

 your coming in,  

 from this time forth for evermore.   

 

HYMN 469 (stanza 1)                                                                  There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 

Sung by all, standing. 

 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

 
 

 Words:   Frederick William Faber (1814-1863), alt. 

 Music:  St. Helena, Calvin Hampton (1938-1984). 
 Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.     

Priest:     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                            John 15:9-16 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy 

may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. “This is my commandment, that 

you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 

master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. 

And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will 

give you whatever you ask him in my name.          

 

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

HYMN 469 (stanzas 2 and 3)                                                      There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 

Sung by all, standing. 

 

THE SERMON                                                                                                            The Reverend Jay Sidebotham 

Please be seated.    

ORGAN IMPROVISATION 

Those presenting gifts move into place along the far right aisle of the church. 
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THE COVENANT OF MUTUAL MINISTRY 

Please stand as the Rector and Wardens gather facing the Bishop, who reads a charge to the 

members of the congregation. 

 

Bishop:   Good people of St. John’s, through Baptism you have been adopted into the 

community of faith, God’s holy fellowship, the Body of Christ, and the Church. 

Together with your Rector, you have been called to share in the Church’s mission to 

restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ. 

As your Bishop, I remind you that in Baptism, you are fully empowered and 

authorized to exercise ministry in Christ’s name, with mutual affection and respect, 

within this parish, in the Diocese of Washington, and in the wider community. 

Having covenanted in Baptism to do this work, remember that each of you has the 

resources and gifts for ministry. Join your Rector Rob, in prayer, in discerning a 

vision for this parish, and in calling for the leadership, resources, and talents to carry 

out that vision. As you love and serve God’s people, remember to love, support, and 

nourish Rob, his family, and the members of the staff who serve here. 

May the One who has given you the will to do these things, give you the grace and 

power to perform them. 

Do you commit yourselves to this task? 

People: We do, by the grace of God. 

The congregation is seated. The Rector remains standing as the Bishop presents the Letter of Institution. 

 

Bishop:   Rob Fisher, you have been called to work together with your Bishop and fellow 

ministers as a pastor, priest, and teacher, and to take your share in the councils of             

the church. 

Having committed yourself to this work, do not forget the trust of those who have 

chosen you. Care alike for young and old, strong and weak, rich and poor. By your 

words and actions, and in your life, proclaim the Gospel. Love and serve Christ’s 

people. Nourish them, empower them for ministry, and strengthen them to glorify 

God in this life and in the life to come. 

Do you commit yourself to this trust and responsibility? 

 Rector:   I do, by the grace of God. 

 

Bishop:   Will the congregation please stand. 

Will you members of St. John’s, of the local community, and of the wider church, 

who witness this new beginning, support and uphold the priest and people of this 

congregation in their ministry together? 

  People:  We will, by the grace of God. 

 

The Bishop continues. 

 

Bishop:  Holy Scripture records that when God and God’s people enter into a covenant with 

each other, God establishes a sign to mark the new relationship. When a priest and 

people enter into a new covenant with one another, the exchange of symbolic gifts         

is an appropriate way to mark the occasion. 
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Please be seated. 

 

Representatives of the congregation and of the clergy of the Diocese present gifts to the Rector. 

 

THE BISHOP PRESENTS A VESSEL OF WATER 

Bishop:  Rob, take this water, and help me baptize in obedience to our Lord. 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in rejoicing in our baptismal fellowship, and in 

nurturing the community of faith. 

People: Amen. May we all grow into the full stature of Christ. 

 THE WARDENS PRESENT KEYS TO THE CHURCH 

Wardens:  Rob, receive these keys, and let the doors of this place be open to all people. 

 

 Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in welcoming all who come into this sanctuary. 

People: Amen. May we welcome people in the name of Christ. 

A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DIOCESE PRESENTS THE CANONS OF THE CHURCH 

Representative: Rob, receive these Canons, and be among us to share in the councils of                  

the Diocese. 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in building up Christ’s Church. 

People:  Amen. We are the Body of Christ. 

REPRESENTATIVES FROM ST. JOHN’S FORMATION MINISTRIES PRESENT A BIBLE 

Representatives: Rob, receive this Bible, and help us form people of faith and wisdom. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me as we teach, learn, and grow. 

People:  Amen. Let us grow in faith together. 

THOSE DISCERNING A CALL TO THE DIACONATE PRESENT A BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 

Representatives: Rob, receive this Prayer Book, and be among us as a man of prayer and service. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me and the whole Church in constant prayer to God. 

People:  Amen. May we lift our hearts to the Lord. 
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REPRESENTATIVES FROM ST. JOHN’S MUSIC MINISTRY PRESENT A SIGNED COPY OF A 

NEWLY COMMISSIONED ANTHEM COMMEMORATING THIS DAY 

Representatives: Rob, receive this anthem setting, and let the music of this place bring healing,  

inspiration, and joy. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me as we praise God through the music we make 

together. 

People:  Amen. Let us sing to the Lord. 

REPRESENTATIVES FROM OUR HEALING MINISTRIES PRESENT OIL 
 

Representatives: Rob, receive this oil, and be among us as a healer and reconciler. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in being agents of healing in the power of the Spirit. 

People:  Amen. We are called to minister to one another. 

 REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE VESTRY PRESENT A STOLE 
 

Representatives: Rob, receive this stole, and be among us as a pastor and priest. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me, clothed in Christ’s love, to enter together into               

the priesthood of all believers. 

People:  Amen. We are friends of Christ and are called to serve all of God’s children. 

 REPRESENTATIVES FROM ST. JOHN’S CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
 

Representatives: Rob, receive this Parable of the Good Shepherd in a Godly Play story box 

and be an educator and friend to the young ones among us in our Church. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in ministry to our young people, that we may grow 

in wisdom and grace together. 

People:  Amen. May we nurture one another across generations. 

 REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE 
 

Representatives: Rob, receive this picture and help us continue to be a congregation who discerns  

 the call of the Holy Spirit in our midst. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in mutual discernment for what God has in store  

for the future of our parish. 

People:  Amen. We will listen to your voice and discern your call for St. John’s together. 
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 REPRESENTATIVE FROM OUR LOCAL OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
 

Representative: Rob, receive this bread, book, and hammer, and help us work to support the 

feeding, educating, and housing of those in need. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in the holy work of outreach on behalf of                     

our neighbors. 

People:  Amen. May we embrace God’s commandment to love one another. 

REPRESENTATIVES FROM INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
 

Representatives: Rob, receive these books from South Africa and Jerusalem, and be among us as 

one who opens our eyes and ears to the world outside our sanctuary walls. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in bringing good news wherever we go. 

People:  Amen. We are called to be instruments of peace. 

REPRESENTATIVES FROM COMMUNITY BUILDING MINISTRIES  
 

Representatives: Rob, receive this stack of name tags, and help us to strengthen the fabric of this  

church community.  

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in bringing God’s blessing through fellowship  

 with one another. 

People:  Amen. Let us be swift to love, and make haste to be kind, as we share the 

journey with one another in this place. 

SARAH WOOD AND ZOE FISHER, MEMBERS OF ROB’S FAMILY, REPRESENTING HIS LIFE 

OUTSIDE OF CHURCH 
 

Representatives: Rob, receive this surfboard wax and these guitar strings, and remember to 

continue those life-giving pursuits that feed your soul. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in living lives that are balanced with time for 

restoration. 

People:  Amen. We will remember the commandment to honor time for sabbath in              

our lives. 

 MEMBERS OF THE HARPER FAMILY, REPRESENTING THE LEGACY OF ALL PRIESTS AND  

 OTHER CLERGY WHO HAVE SERVED ST. JOHN’S 
 

Representatives: Rob, receive this bread and wine, and be among us to bless and share the body  

and blood of Christ. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join in communion with Christ, his people, and those generations  

 who have gone before us serving the Lord in this place. 

People:  Amen. May we know the Lord in the breaking of the bread. 
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REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE FLOWER GUILD 
 

Representatives: Rob, receive these flowers, and help us add beauty to our worship. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in glorifying God with beauty. 

People:  Amen. Let us always bring color and life into our sanctuary. 

 REPRESENTATIVES FROM HOSPITALITY MINISTRIES  
 

Representatives: Rob, receive these three white carnations from the Usher Guild and this 

pineapple, the symbol of hospitality, from the Greeters Guild, and help us welcome 

all with grace and love in the name of Christ. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in caring for the needs of all guests, visitors,                

and newcomers to this place. 

People:  Amen. We will answer the call to be people of hospitality. 

THE CO-CHAIRS OF STEWARDSHIP 
 

Representatives: Rob, receive this stack of pledge cards, and be among us to lead us in the holy  

 practice of generosity. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in practicing a life of giving, as we recognize the 

grace God has given to us. 

People:  Amen. May we know that to give is to receive. 

 REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE STAFF OF ST. JOHN’S 
 

Representative: Rob, receive this medal of St. Joseph, patron saint of workers, and be among us to 

remember that working and ministry are often one and the same. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to join with me in answering the call to serve. 

People:  Amen. May we make our work holy. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THOSE WHO MAINTAIN AND TEACH THE HISTORY OF ST. JOHN’S 
 

Representatives: Rob, receive this thumb drive, containing items documenting the history and 

heritage of St. John's Church, and be among us as one to help us tell the story of this 

parish in ways that are both accurate and edifying. 

 

Rector:  I invite all of you to remember the great cloud of witnesses who have gone before us. 

People:  Amen. Let us remember our past, but never at the expense of our present and 

future, as people called to serve God in this place. 
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The Bishop then says 

Bishop:  Rob and the people of St. John’s, let all these be signs of the ministry we share in this 

place, in our diocese, and in the church throughout the world. 

People: Amen. May we find joy together in the way of Jesus. 

  The Rector then kneels in the midst of the church, and says 

 

Rector:  O Lord my God, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; yet you have 

called your servant to stand in your house, and to serve at your altar. To you and to 

your service I devote myself, body, soul, and spirit. Fill my memory with the record 

of your mighty works; enlighten my understanding with the light of your Holy Spirit; 

and may all the desires of my heart and will center in what you would have me do. 

Make me an instrument of your salvation for the people entrusted to my care, and 

grant that I may faithfully administer your holy Sacraments, and by my life and 

teaching set forth your true and living Word. Be always with me in carrying out the 

duties of my ministry. In prayer, quicken my devotion; in praises, heighten my love 

and gratitude; in preaching, give me readiness of thought and expression; and grant 

that, by the clearness and brightness of your holy Word, all the world may be drawn 

into your blessed kingdom. All this I ask for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

The Bishop then says 

 

Bishop:  Creating God, who by nature makes all things new, we give you thanks for bringing 

together St. John’s and Rob as People and Priest. May your Holy Spirit be their guide 

into a deeper life with Christ. May they understand your mission and call in this place 

and with perseverance live faithfully in this community. Grant them love and patience 

with you and with one another as they serve in ministry together. Help them forgive 

in times of hurt and failure, celebrating in times of success and joy. Give them 

confidence to try new things and risk for your name’s sake, arriving always at your 

heavenly home of abiding love, peace, and renewed imagination. 

Bishop:  By your grace, may Rob and the people of St. John’s be blessed with a 

discerning, fruitful, and joyful life together. May I as their bishop be a faithful, 

encouraging, and supportive pastor to them, and may we as the Diocese of 

Washington work always to your glory and service.  

  People: Amen. 

 

Bishop:  Dear people of God at St. John’s, greet your new Rector. Acknowledging the one 

mission of Jesus Christ our Lord, which we share in unity, let us greet one another in 

the name of Christ. 

 

Rob’s family, Sarah and Zoe, join Rob in the sanctuary. 

 

The congregation expresses its approval. Applause is appropriate. 

 

The Bishop, Clergy, and People may greet each other in the name of the Lord. 
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Bishop:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

     THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

Bishop:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice              

to God. 

 

 The offering today goes to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   

 

In Lege Domini                                                                                       Nicholas White  

(b. 1967) 

Commissioned by the Vestry in thanksgiving for the institution of  

the Reverend Robert W. Fisher as 15th rector of St. John’s Church. 

 

The Parish Choir and The St. John’s Choir 

 

O Lord our heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be ministered unto but to 

minister: Bless, we beseech thee, all who, following in his steps, give themselves to 

the service of others; that with wisdom, patience, and courage, they may minister in 

his name to the suffering, the friendless, and the needy; for the love of him who laid 

down his life for us, the same thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who liveth and 

reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

–A Collect for Social Service 

Beati inmaculati in via qui ambulant in lege Domini 

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the Lord. 

Beati qui scrutantur testimonia eius in toto corde exquirent eum 

Blessed are they who search his testimonies: that seek him with their whole heart. 

Non enim qui operantur iniquitatem in viis eius ambulaverunt 

For they that work iniquity, have not walked in his ways. 

Tu mandasti mandata tua custodire nimis 

Thou hast commanded thy commandments to be kept most diligently. 

Utinam dirigantur viae meae ad custodiendas iustificationes tuas 

O! that my ways may be directed to keep thy justifications. 

Tunc non confundar cum perspexero in omnibus mandatis tuis 

Then shall I not be confounded, when I shall look into all thy commandments. 

Confitebor tibi in directione cordis in eo quod didici iudicia iustitiae tuae 

I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I shall have learned the judgments 

of thy justice. 

Iustificationes tuas custodiam non me derelinquas usquequa que. 

I will keep thy justifications: O! do not thou utterly forsake me.  

–Psalm 119: 1-8 
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WLP 780                                                                        Lord, you give the great commission 
Sung by all, standing. 
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Words:   Jeffery Rowthorn (b. 1934). 

Music:  Abbot’s Leigh, Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907-1991). 
Copyright:            Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.       

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Please remain standing. 

 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 

 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through the great shepherd of your flock, Jesus Christ our Lord; who after his 

resurrection sent forth his apostles to preach the Gospel and to teach all nations;             

and promised to be with them always, even to the end of the ages. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with            

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of               

your Name: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD (S-130)                                                                            Franz Peter Schubert 
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Music:  From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937) 

Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 

 Please stand or kneel. 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,  

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, 

sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and 

die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,               

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People: 
 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise  

and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you  

these gifts.   

 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 

Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 

we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,    

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your         

eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him,     

in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,              

now and for ever. 

People: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant and People: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 

 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ  

died for you, and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Our tradition 

is to receive both the bread and the wine, sharing in the common cup.  Please assist the chalice 

bearer by guiding the cup to your lips. You may also intinct by dipping the wafer into the 

chalice. Receiving the bread only is a valid and acceptable way to share in Holy Communion. 

After consuming the wafer, cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you do not wish to 

receive the wine. Gluten-free wafers are available on request from the communion minister. 

Parents may decide if their children receive the bread and/or wine. Children may instead signal 

their desire to be blessed by the priest by crossing their arms over their chest. 
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MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION  

Anthems The Spirit of the Lord is upon me                                                              Edward Elgar  

(1857–1934) 

The Parish Choir and The St. John’s Choir 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because He hath anointed me to 

preach the gospel to the poor; 

He hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 

to preach deliverance to the captives 

and recovering of sight to the blind, 

to preach the acceptable year of the Lord; 

to give unto them that mourn 

a garland for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 

the garment of praise 

for the spirit of heaviness; 

That they might be called trees of righteousness, 

the planting of the Lord that He might be glorified. 

For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, 

and as the garden causeth the 

things that are sown in it to spring forth; 

So the Lord God will cause 

righteousness and praise to 

spring forth before all nations.   

–Isaiah 61 vv. 1–3, 11 

Hymn 321                                                                                      My God, thy table now is spread 

Sung by all. 
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Words:  Sts. 1-3, Philip Doddridge (1702-1751), alt.; st. 4, Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt. 

Music:  Rockingham, melody from Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, ca. 1780;  

adapt. Edward Miller (1731-1807); harm. Samuel Webbe (1740-1816) 

Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.   

Otche Nash                                                                                       Nikolay Kedrov Sr.  

(1871–1940) 

The Parish Choir and The St. John’s Choir 

Otche Nash, Izhe yesi na nebeseh,  

da sviatitsia imia Tvoye,  

da priidet Tsarstviye Tvoye,  

da budet volia Tvoya,  

yako na nebesi i na zemli.  

Hleb nash nasushchnïy dazhd’ nam dnes’,  

i ostavi nam dolgi nasha,  

yakozhe i mï ostavliayem dolzhnikom nashïm:  

I ne vvedi nas vo iskusheniye,  

no izbavi nas ot lukavago. 

Our Father, Who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy Kingdom come.  

Thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Please stand. 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People: 

Almighty Father, we thank you for feeding us with the holy food of the Body  

and Blood of your Son, and for uniting us through him in the fellowship of your 

Holy Spirit. We thank you for raising up among us faithful servants for the 

ministry of your Word and Sacraments. We pray that Rob and the people of         

St. John’s may be an effective example in word and action, in love and patience, 

and in holiness of life. Grant that we, with him, may serve you now, and always 

rejoice in your glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 THE BLESSING 

Celebrant: Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who 

travel the way with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing of 

God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 
 

People: Amen. 

HYMN 518                                                                                          Christ is made the sure foundation                                     

Sung by all, standing.                                                                                                    
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 Words:  Latin, ca. 7th cent.; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861, after John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 
  Music:  Westminster Abbey, Henry Purcell (1659-1695), adapt.; desc. James Gillespie (b.1929) 

 Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
 

People: Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE  Fanfare                                                                                                  William Mathias  

    (1934–1992) 

 

 

 

 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO A RECEPTION AT  

THE ARMY AND NAVY CLUB  

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE SERVICE AT  

901 17TH STREET, NW, WASHINGTON DC 20005  

(CORNER OF 17TH AND I). 

 

 

THE FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN THANKSGIVING FOR THE 

INSTALLATION OF THE REVEREND ROBERT W. FISHER AS RECTOR OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH. 

 

 

OUR DEEPEST THANKS TO THE ST. JOHN’S COMMUNITY, 

ALL WHO HAVE HELPED WITH THE MYRIAD OF DETAILS  

INVOLVED IN THE PREPARATION FOR THIS SPECIAL OCCASION. 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONGREGATION AND OF THE DIOCESE 

WARDENS 

Richard Metzger 

Senior Warden 

Paul Barkett 

Junior Warden 

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DIOCESE 

The Rev. Dr. Robert T. Phillips 

Senior Associate for Leadership Development and Congregational Care 

FORMATION MINISTRIES 

Lyle Elder 

Education for Ministry Mentor 

Clark Ervin 

The Speaker Series 

PEOPLE IN DISCERNMENT 

Thom Sinclair and Jésus Lopez 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Brent Erstad 

Acting Director of Music  

Lisa Koehler 

St. John’s Choir 

Cay Buser 

The Parish Choir 

PASTORAL CARE MINISTRIES 

Joanne Hutton and Jack Reiffer 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers 

VESTRY 

Andrew Clarke and Lauren Edwards  

Members of the Vestry 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Savannah Ponder 

Assistant for Ministries to Children, Youth, and Families 

Beth Couturier and Laura Doucet 

Church School Teachers 

THE RECTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE 

Andrew Hunt and Sara McGanity 

LOCAL OUTREACH PROGRAMS 

Matthew Taylor 

Chair, Outreach Committee 
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INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH PROGRAMS 

Abbott McCartney 

South Africa Partnership 

Larry Redway 

Diocese of Jerusalem Partnership 

COMMUNITY BUILDING MINISTRIES 

Alyssa Tomlinson 

Latrobe Fellowship 

Leila Taaffe 

Book Group and Parish Lunch 

MEMBERS OF ROB’S FAMILY  

Sarah Wood 

Rob’s Wife 

Zoe Fisher 

Rob’s Daughter 

LEGACY OF PAST CLERGY OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 

Barbara Harper 

Deborah Harper Hailey 

Elizabeth Harper Danello 

FLOWER GUILD 

Katherine Kyle  

Chair 

Pat Dalby 

Assistant Chair 

HOSPITALITY MINISTRIES 

James Czerwonky 

Head of Usher Guild 

Katherine Kehoe 

Head of Greeters Guild 

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

Hilary West and Toby Stock 

Co-chairs of Stewardship 

STAFF OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 

Kim Carlson 

Director for Operations 

HISTORY OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 

Sharon Park 

Design and Historic Preservation Committees 

Karen Zachary 

Head of Tour Guides 
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ASSISTING AT THE SERVICE 

Clergy 

The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde 

Bishop of the Diocese of Washington 

The Rev. Robert W. Fisher 

Rector of St. John’s Church 

The Rev. Jay Sidebotham 

Preacher 

The Rev. Jane Milliken Hague 

      Interim Associate Rector of St. John’s Church 

The Rev. William Morris 

     Assisting Priest for Engaging Faith and the Workplace of St. John’s Church 

 

Clergy Cross 

Audrey Anikeeff 

 

Torch Bearers 

Elizabeth and Cooper Thesmar 

 

Crucifer 

Andrew Tomlinson 

 

Chalice Bearers 

James Doyle 

Sylvia Martin Estes 

Deborah Harper Hailey 

 

Greeters 

Caroline Faris 

Andrew Hunt 

Kat Kehoe 

Eleanor Odom 

Peter Odom 

 

Head Usher 

James Czerwonky 

 

Ushers 

Jeff Agnew 

Jill Dowell 

Robyne Johnston 

Anthony Pegues 

Nora Rigby 

Charles Schwartz 

Robin Schwartz 

Alfred Thesmar 

 

Flower Guild 

Pat Dalby 

Joanne Hutton 

Katherine Kyle 

Sherill Mason 

Allie Raether 
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THE CHOIRS OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 

Sopranos 

Annette Anfinrud, Kate Benner, Dena Goodman*, Whitley Herndon, Julia Leonard, Margaret Leer, 

Margaret Love, Kathy Luhrman, Gay Pasley, Quin Woodward Pu, Gale Smith, Anne Sutton*,                  

Alyssa Tomlinson, Christina Wilson, and Tory Wood* 

 

Altos 

Alison Adkins, Sarah Banks, Krista Bradley, Barbara Burkhardt, Cay Buser, Thea Crouch,                  

Wendy Fibison, Hannah James, Sara Josey, Ashley Kitchelt, Lisa Koehler*, Katherine McClintic, 

LaFleur Paysour, Erika Rodden*, Louisa Waycott*, and Margo Wiegenstein 

 

Tenors 

Philip Anfinrud, Craig Burkhardt, Noah Calderon*, Johnathon O'Neal*, and Tom Wade 

 

Basses 

Jeff Bozman, Justin Dean*, Christopher Fominaya*, Christopher Jones*, Bill Josey, Daniel Sherwood, 

Ryan Toney, and Peter Wu 

 

* indicates staff singers 

 

 

 

 

GUEST MUSICIANS 

 

Organist 

Thomas Smith 

 

Flute  

Hannah James 

 

Cello 

Timothy Thulson 
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        Welcome! 

AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world.  Empowered 

by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship, become a 

community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the world. 

 

ST JOHN’S WAS ORGANIZED IN 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the neighborhoods 

in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and it was consecrated 

on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the office of President of the 

United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been communicants. Thus, St. John’s 

is often referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s Pew. The architect of the church 

was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S. Capitol and the White House after the 

War of 1812. Twenty-five of the stained glass windows in St. John’s were designed and executed by artisans of 

the noted Lorin firm of Chartres, France. 

 

BROCHURES DESCRIBING PARISH LIFE, the history of St. John’s, and the Episcopal denomination can be found 

in the church entrance.  If you are visiting, please fill out the visitor information card found at the end of each 

pew to enable us to welcome you personally into the life of our parish. 

 

ST JOHN’S WEBSITE WWW.STJOHNS-DC.ORG has up-to-date information about the Church including the 

weekly calendar, the Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, the music calendar and 

newsworthy events. 

 

The Reverend Robert W. Fisher, Rector 

  The Reverend Jane Milliken Hague, Interim Associate Rector    

The Reverend William Morris, Assisting Priest for Engaging Faith and the Workplace 

Kaye Edwards, Assistant for Church Growth 

Savannah Ponder, Assistant for Ministries to Children, Youth, and Families 

Brent Erstad, Acting Director of Music 
 

 

                            Vestry 

Richard Metzger, Senior Warden 

Paul Barkett, Junior Warden 

Virginia Bader, Andrew Clarke, 

Audrey Wood Corcoran, Carolyn 

Crouch, Lauren Edwards, Martha 

Ellison, Jeff Hantson, Wande 

Johnson, Peter Odom, Nora Rigby, 

Jessica Sanchez, and Desirée Stolar. 

 Nkem Onwuamaegbu, Treasurer 

  Casey Evans, Assistant Treasurer 

  Andrew Tomlinson, Secretary 

 Christopher R. Wall, Parish Counsel 

 

 Head Usher 

 James H. Czerwonky 

Staff 

Kim Carlson 

        Director for Operations 

Evangeline Gravina 

      Operations Assistant 

Preston Cherouny  

       Financial Secretary 

Charley Griffin 

     Receptionist 

R. J. Gravina 

     Program Coordinator 

Elizabeth Leach 

     Communications Coordinator 

Victor Obregon, Sexton 

GeeGee Bryant and David Gamboa,  

   Assistant Sextons 

 

Parish House 

1525 H Street N.W.  Washington, D.C. 20005-1005 

Telephone  202 347-8766 | fax  202 347-3446 | Website  www.stjohns-dc.org

 

http://www.stjohns-dc.org/

