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THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
November 17, 2019 · 9:00 & 11:00 A.M. HOLY EUCHARIST 

 
Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church, Lafayette Square. 

All who seek God are welcome at God’s table. 

Nursery Care is available from 8:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. in the Parish House basement. 

Hearing assistance devices are available from the Ushers. 

Formation Hour for Church School meets at 10:00 a.m.                                                                

on the second floor of the Parish House. 

During the hymn before the Gospel at 11:00 a.m., children ages three through grade five 

will be invited to process out to the Children's Chapel. They will return at The Peace. 

 

VOLUNTARY: Minuet gothique                                             Léon Boëllmann  

(1862–1897) 

 

HYMN 665                                                           All my hope on God is founded 

Sung by all.  Please stand as the procession enters.   

 
 

Words:  Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930), alt.; after Joachim Neander (1650-1680) 

Music:  Michael, Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

Copyright:                   Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.                        
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 THE WORD OF GOD 
Please continue to stand. 

 

Priest: Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Priest: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord.  
 

People: Amen. 

 

GLORIA (from Denver Mass)                                                                                       Robert Lehman 
Sung by all. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 

Priest: Let us pray. 
 

Priest: Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant 

us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have 

given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 

People: Amen. 

THE FIRST READING                                                                                                    Isaiah 65:17-25 

Please be seated.   

                                                                       9:00 a.m.           11:00 a.m. 

                              Read by Bob Pasley.             Read by Justin Dean. 

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not 

be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am 

creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I 

will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of 

weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant 

that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one 

who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of 

a hundred will be considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; 

they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another 

inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the 

days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 

They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be 

offspring blessed by the Lord— and their descendants as well. Before they call I 

will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall 

feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be 

dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord. 
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Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

(The 9:00 a.m. service continues with the hymn on page 5.) 

PSALM 98 
Sung by the choir. 

1  Sing to the Lord a new song,  

 for he has done marvelous things. 

2  With his right hand and his holy arm  

 has he won for himself the victory. 

3  The Lord has made known his victory;  

 his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4  He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, 

 and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5  Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;  

 lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6  Sing to the Lord with the harp,  

 with the harp and the voice of song. 

7  With trumpets and the sound of the horn  

 shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 

8  Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it,  

 the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9  Let the rivers clap their hands,  

 and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 

 when he comes to judge the earth. 

10  In righteousness shall he judge the world  

 and the peoples with equity. 

 

THE SECOND READING                                                                                         2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

11:00 a.m. 

Read by Betsy Danello. 

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away 

from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they 

received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not 

idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone's bread without paying for it; 

but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of 

you. This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an 

example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: 

Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in 

idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we command and 

exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 

Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 596           (stanza 1)                                                                                                          Judge eternal 

Sung by all, standing.   
 

The children process forward to hear the Gospel and out to children’s chapel following the candles 

at the 11:00 a.m. service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Words:          Henry Scott Holland (1847-1918) 

Music:          Komm, o komm, du Geist des Lebens, melody from Neu-vermehrtes und zu Ubung Christl. 1693. 

Copyright:         Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 
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Gospeller:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                  Luke 21:5-19 

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 

stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, "As for these things that you see, the 

days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown 

down." 

They asked him, "Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is 

about to take place?" And he said, "Beware that you are not led astray; for many 

will come in my name and say, `I am he!' and, `The time is near!' Do not go after 

them. 

"When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must 

take place first, but the end will not follow immediately." Then he said to them, 

"Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great 

earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful 

portents and great signs from heaven. 

"But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand 

you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 

governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So 

make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you 

words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or 

contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and 

friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of 

my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain 

your souls." 

Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

HYMN 596           (stanza 3)                                                                                                          Judge eternal 

Sung by all. 

 

THE SERMON                                                                                                                 The Rev. Robert W. Fisher 

Please be seated.    

Preacher and People:  

 God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to 

change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference. Amen. 
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 THE NICENE CREED 

Please stand. 
 

Priest and People: 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 

the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 

Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 

Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.   

                                                        
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM I                                            9:00 a.m.  Led by Frank Klotz. 

Please remain standing.                                                                          11:00 a.m.  Led by Chase Rynd. 

                                                                                                                                                       

Leader: With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying,  

“Lord, have mercy.”  

 

Leader: For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the 

unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader: For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for our Bishops, Mariann and Chilton, for our 

companion relationships with the Anglican Church of Southern Africa* and               

the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer,                       

for St. Margaret's Church, Washington, let us pray to the Lord.  

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader: For Donald, our president, the leaders of Congress, the Supreme Court, and all 

who are in authority; for the people of Haiti, Hong Kong, and Latin America and 

for those affected by the wildfires in California; let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.      

 

 

 

* In particular, the Kwasa Centre in the Diocese of the Highveld.      
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Leader: For this city of Washington, for every city and community, and for those who live 

in them, especially those celebrating a birthday this week, Merrell Cherouny, 

David Kirchenbauer, Robert Kirchenbauer, Lara Kozlowski, Mary Landrieu, 

Evan Lyerly, Jason Ornstein, Rebecca Rice, Chip Sherrill, Holly Sukenik, 

Frances Tyler, Chip Usher, Reed Usher, John Whitmore, and Emma Wilson; 

for those celebrating an anniversary this week, especially Sylvia and Doug Estes, 

Jennifer Agiesta and Paul Hortenstine, and R.J. and Chip Lyerly, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to 

conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the 

suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for 

prisoners and captives, for refugees and migrants throughout the world, and for 

all who care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed,           

let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For deliverance from all danger and violence, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without 

reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.        

Leader: In the communion of St. John and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and 

one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.  

People: To you, O Lord our God. 

Priest:  O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of 

your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for 

you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  

People: Amen.        
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CONFESSION OF SIN  
 

Priest/Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Priest/Deacon and People: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 
 

Priest: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. 
 

People: Amen.                         

THE PEACE 

Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please be seated. 

    THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                                                

9:00 a.m. 

The Parish Choir 

Steal away                                                                                     Traditional Spiritual  

arr. Nicholas White (b. 1967) 

Steal away to Jesus, steal away home, I ain't got long to stay here.  

My Lord, he calls me, he calls me by the thunder;  

the trumpet sounds within-a my soul, I ain't got long to stay here. 

Steal away to Jesus, steal away home, I ain't got long to stay here.  

Green trees are bendin', poor sinners stand a-tremblin';  

the trumpet sounds within-a my soul, I ain't got long to stay here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

11:00 a.m. 

The St. John’s Choir 

 Swing low, sweet chariot                                                              Traditional Spiritual  

arr. Dale Adelmann (b. 1961) 

Swing low, sweet chariot 

Coming for to carry me home. 

I looked over Jordan, and what did I see 

Coming for to carry me home? 

A band of angels coming after me 

Coming for to carry me home. 

Swing low, sweet chariot 

Coming for to carry me home. 

If you get there before I do 

Coming for to carry me home 

Tell all my friends I'm coming, too 

Coming for to carry me home. 

Swing low, sweet chariot 

Coming for to carry me home. 

HYMN 615                                                                                “Thy kingdom come!” on bended knee 

Sung by all, standing.      

      
    

Words:  Frederick Lucian Hosmer (1840-1929) 

Music:  St. Flavian, melody from Day’s Psalter, 1562; adapt. and harm. Richard Redhead (1820-1901) 

    Copyright: Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.   
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A PRAYER FOR STEWARDSHIP 

Priest and People: 

Gracious and everlasting God, the giver of all good gifts, you have blessed us 

and our parish abundantly.  Grant us the hope to dream and the courage to 

live into our possibilities.  Make us faithful stewards, both for the provision of 

our necessities and for the relief of those who are in need.  Bless the efforts of 

our Annual Giving this year to extend the work of spiritual renewal in our 

church and community of faith.  Through Jesus Christ, who gave all of 

himself, we offer this prayer. Amen. 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Please remain standing. 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 

Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Priest: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our 

Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD (S-130)                      Franz Peter Schubert 
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Music:  From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937) 

Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 
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Please stand or kneel. 

Priest: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son.  For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 

the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 

made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out of error into 

truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, 

do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Priest and People: 
 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

Priest: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

 presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 

be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  Unite 

us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and 

all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 

and the author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 

is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Priest: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Priest and People: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Fraction Anthem (WLP 875)                                                                        Gary James (b. 1957) 

 The people sing the refrain. 

  Refrain 

 

The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ.  Refrain.  

One body are we, alleluia, for though many we share one bread.  Refrain.  

 

Priest: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ  

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Our tradition 

is to receive both the bread and the wine, sharing in the common cup.  Please assist the chalice 

bearer by guiding the cup to your lips. You may also intinct by dipping the wafer into the 

chalice. Receiving the bread only is a valid and acceptable way to share in Holy Communion. 

After consuming the wafer, cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you do not wish to 

receive the wine. Gluten-free wafers are available on request from the communion minister. 

Parents may decide if their children receive the bread and/or wine. Children may instead signal 

their desire to be blessed by the priest by crossing their arms over their chest. 
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MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION 

Anthem                                                                   9:00 a.m. 

The Parish Choir 

Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester                                                   Malcolm Archer 

(b. 1952) 

Thanks be to thee, our Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits which thou hast given 

us, for all the pains and insults which thou hast borne for us. O most merciful 

Redeemer, Friend and Brother, may we know thee more clearly, love thee more 

dearly, and follow thee more nearly. Amen. 

 

11:00 a.m. 

The St. John’s Choir 

 Ave verum corpus                                                                                    Colin Mawby 

(b. 1936) 

Ave verum corpus,  

natum de Maria Virgine,  

vere passum, immolatum  

in cruce pro homine  

cuius latus perforatum  

fluxit aqua et sanguine:  

esto nobis praegustatum  

in mortis examine. 

O jesu dulcis, O jesu pie,  

O jesu, fili Mariae.  

Miserere mei. Amen. 

 

Hail, true Body,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

having truly suffered, sacrificed 

on the cross for mankind, 

from whose pierced side 

water and blood flowed: 

Be for us a foretaste [of the Heavenly banquet] 

in the trial of death! 

O sweet Jesus, O holy Jesus, 

O Jesus, son of Mary, 

have mercy on me. Amen. 
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LEVAS 13                                                                                                My Lord, what a morning 

Sung by all.    

 
 

Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.  
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Please stand. 
 

Priest: Let us pray. 
 

Priest and People: 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 

world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Priest distributes a communion kit to each Lay Eucharistic Minister saying: 

Priest: We send you forth bearing these gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us 

in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
 

People:  We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

 

THE BLESSING 

Priest: Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who 

travel the way with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing 

of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 
 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN 607                                                                                                   O God of every nation 

Sung by all, standing.  

    

Words:  William Waitkins Reid, Jr. (b. 1923) 

Music:  Llangloffan, melody from Hymnau a Thonau er Gwasanaeth yr Eglwys yng Nghymru, 1865;  

harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 

Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.   
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
 

People: Thanks be to God.  

VOLUNTARY:  Grand Choeur                                                                                   Théodore Salomé  

(1834–1896) 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSISTING AT THE 9:00 A.M. SERVICE TODAY: Kenny Kraft, Crucifer; Thom Sinclair and Hilary West, 

Chalice Bearers; Brenda and Willy Wolter, Greeters; Becca Brown and Kristin Josey, Flower Guild; 

Graham Keithley, Assistant Head Usher; Jill Dowell, Earl Matthews, and Anne Stewart, Ushers. 

ASSISTING AT THE 11:00 A.M. SERVICE TODAY: Oliver Lehmann Weng, Clergy Cross; Alexander Lehmann 

Weng and Sebastian Lehmann Weng, Acolytes; Andrew Hunt, Crucifer; Susan Carlson, James 

Doyle, and Doug Estes, Chalice Bearers; Katy Bubolz and Kat Kehoe, Greeters; Becca Brown and 

Kristin Josey, Flower Guild; Jeff Agnew, Assistant Head Usher; Tony Anikeeff, David Gallalee, 

Hermann Helgert, Avo Reid, and Hap Rigby, Ushers. 

THE SPEAKER SERIES TODAY will be held at 10:00 a.m. in the Togo West Parlor. It will be presented by 

Reid Detchon, Senior Advisor for Climate Solutions at the United Nations Foundation. He will 

speak on What's God Got to Do with It? Protecting the Environment as a Matter of Faith. 

THE NEXT SPEAKER SERIES WILL BE ON DECEMBER 8. It will be presented by the Rev. William Morris,              

St. John’s Assisting Priest for Engaging Faith and the Workplace. He will speak on Engaging Faith 

and the Workplace. 

A TOUR OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH will be offered after the 11:00 a.m. service. If you are interested, please join 

Jake Parcell at the pulpit following the service. 

THE FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH are given to the glory of God. 

 

REFRESHMENTS will be served in front of the church, following the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services, 

weather permitting. 

RECYCLING of Order of Service Bulletins paper is good stewardship.  If you wish, please leave them at the 

end of the pew after the service. 

  

TODAY IS SANDWICH SUNDAY 

Following the 11:00 a.m. service, join us in the Parish House Dining Room as we make 1,000 
sandwiches for Martha’s Table. 
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IF YOU ARE VISITING 

a warm welcome to St. John’s. 

We are delighted to have you worship with us.  Please let us know who you are and how we can best serve 

you by filling out a “Welcome” card and leaving it in the offering plate or with an Usher or Greeter. Join 

us for the coffee hour following the service. 

We welcome families with young children at our worship services. Liturgy bags with children's activities 

are available from the greeters as you enter the nave. For parishioners and visitors alike, nursery care for 

children under age three is provided on Sunday from 8:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. on the Lower Level of the 

Parish House. We offer Church School at 10:00 a.m. for children age three through grade five every 

Sunday. Every Third Sunday, we offer a Youth Gathering for grades six through twelve. Both 

children and youth formation take place on the second floor of the Parish House.  

   

All persons, including children, are invited to take part in the Holy Eucharist.  Parents may decide if their 

children receive the bread and/or wine.  Children may instead signal their desire to be blessed by the priest 

at the altar by crossing their arms across their chest. 

Follow us on Instagram at @stjohnschurchlafayettesquare. See photos from St. John’s musical 

performances, special events, meetings, Sunday services, and more. Relive the moment or experience it for 

the first time through the touch of a button on your smartphone. Help St. John’s capture each moment by 

submitting your photos from events, worship services, trips, and volunteer efforts.  

 

FREE VALET PARKING FROM THE FRONT OF ST. JOHN’S FOR THE SPEAKER SERIES AND 11:00 A.M. SERVICE. 

EXCEPT ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS, HOURS WILL BE 9:30 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.  

LOOK FOR THE VALET SIGN AT THE CORNER OF 16TH AND H STREETS.   

 

VESTRY NOMINATIONS 

The deadline for nominations is Monday, December 2. 

 

The Vestry Nominating Committee will meet in early December to select the slate for Vestry elections to 

be held at the Parish’s Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 2 at 10:00 a.m.  The role of the Vestry 

Nominating Committee is to select, from all those nominated, the 6 candidates who will stand for election; 

3 candidates will be elected.  Nominees should be pledging members of the congregation, attend worship 

regularly, and be active in the life of the parish.  Nominations should be sent to Evangeline Gravina at 

Evangeline.gravina@stjohns-dc.org.   
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EVENTS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 18-24, 2019 

 Monday November 18 

 6:30 p.m. AA Lawyers (Togo West Parlor) 

 

 Tuesday November 19 

                     12 noon  AA (Togo West Parlor)    

 2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (3rd Floor, Conference Room)  

 6:30 p.m. EFM Class (3rd Floor, Conference Room) 

 

 Thursday November 21 

                     12 noon  Al-Anon (Togo West Parlor)  

 6:30 p.m. Choir Supper (Togo West Parlor)    

 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (4th Floor, Choir Room)    

 Saturday November 23 

 9:00 a.m. Flower Guild Arranging Flowers 

   

 Sunday November 24 

 7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist—Sermon—The Rev. Savannah Ponder 

 8:15 a.m. Parish Choir Rehearsal 

  Nursery Opens 

 9:00 a.m. Choral Holy Eucharist—Sermon—The Rev. Savannah Ponder 

 10:00 a.m. Formation Hour | Church School 

 10:10 a.m. St. John’s Choir Rehearsal 

 11:00 a.m. Choral Holy Eucharist —Sermon—The Rev. Savannah Ponder 

  Children’s Chapel 

 12:15 p.m. Hospitality Hour 

  Parish Lunch 

 12:30 p.m. St. John’s Choir Rehearsal 

 1:00 p.m. Oraciόn Vespertina    

    

The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated Monday through Friday at 12:10 p.m. 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE 

 

On Thursday, November 28, St. John's will celebrate a Thanksgiving Day Eucharist at 10:00 a.m.   

Please plan to join us.   
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ST. JOHN’S BOOK CLUB 

Thursday, December 12 at 6:45 p.m. 

 

The St. John’s Book Club will meet on Thursday, December 

12. We will meet in the second floor teens classroom of the 

Parish House at 6:45 p.m. to discuss Educated: A Memoir by 

Tara Westover. If you love to read, please join us for an evening 

of discussion and socializing. For more information, contact 

Leila Taaffe at taaffel@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPEAKER SERIES SCHEDULE  

The Speaker Series is held at 10:00 a.m.                              

on the following Sundays in the Togo West Parlor: 

 

• November 17: Reid Detchon, Senior Advisor for 

Climate Solutions at the United Nations Foundation. 

He has also served as Executive Director of the 

Energy Future Coalition, a non-partisan domestic 

policy initiative, and as chair of the Environment 

Committee of the Diocese of Washington. Reid is a 

co-founder of the Environment Committee at St. 

Columba’s Episcopal Church and a founding board 

member of Interfaith Power and Light. He will speak 

on What's God Got to Do with It? Protecting the 

Environment as a Matter of Faith. 

• December 8: The Rev. William Morris, St. John’s 

Assisting Priest for Engaging Faith and the 

Workplace. He will speak on Engaging Faith and 

the Workplace. 

• December 15: Stewart McLaurin, President of the 

White House Historical Association. He leads the 

Association’s non-profit and non-partisan mission 

to support conservation and preservation at the 

White House with non-government funding. He 

will speak on The White House Historical 

Association. 

• January 12: Chris Costa, former intelligence 

officer of 34 years, former Special Assistant to the 

President and current Executive Director of the 

International Spy Museum. 

• January 19: David Garrow, Pulitzer Prize-

winning biographer of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. He will speak on The Life and Legacy of 

Martin Luther King. Jr. 

• January 26: Richard Bell, scholar, writer, and 

associate professor at the University of Maryland. 

His research focuses on the history and culture of 

the United States between 1750 and 1877. He will 

speak on his new book, Stolen: Five Free Boys 

Kidnapped into Slavery and Their Astonishing 

Odyssey Home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOHN’S CHRISTMAS GIFT DRIVE  

 

The annual Christmas Gift Drive is here!  We are 

partnering with Advocates for Justice and Education, 

Bishop Walker School, the Francis L. Cardozo 

Education Campus, Southeast White House, and St. 

John’s Community Services to bring joy to children in 

need this holiday season.  Each child has provided a 

wish list of toys, books, or clothes that he or she is 

hoping to find underneath the Christmas tree this year. 

 

If you prefer to shop for your own gifts, please pick up 

an angel with a child’s wish list from the tree in the 

Parish House.  Alternatively, you can select from a 

number of preselected gifts on our Target Wish List and 

ship the gifts directly to the church.  Directions for 

accessing and using the Target Wish List are as follows: 

 

- From the Target home page (www.target.com), 

select “Registries & Lists” (top of the screen) and 

then “search for an organization” (directly under the 

red “search” button). 

- Search for “St. Johns Church DC.” 

- Click “view registry” (red button, right side of the 

screen). 

- To select the gift(s) you would like to purchase, 

select “Buy gift.” 

- When you have finished shopping, select “view cart 

& check out.” 

- During checkout, be sure to select the shipping 

address associated with the registry, which will ship 

the gifts directly to the church. 

 

Please ensure that your gifts are delivered by 

Wednesday, December 11. 

 

Gift distribution will begin on Monday, December 16, 

so it is important that all gifts are delivered in time. You 

can also help by joining us to wrap the gifts on 

Saturday, December 14 (details to follow).   

 

If you have questions, please contact  

Jeff and Katie Hantson  at jeffhantson@gmail.com 

or Amy Stulman and Alis Wang at 

amystulman@gmail.com. 

 

Thank you in advance for your generosity this  

holiday season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:taaffel@gmail.com
mailto:jeffhantson@gmail.com
mailto:amystulman@gmail.com
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Hark! St. John’s Advent Revelry! 

Sunday, December 8, 2019 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

Parish House Parlors 

 

All Are Welcome! 
Bring your family and friends. Holiday music presented by the                                                  

St. John’s Choir Quartet and all carolers present. 

 

If you can help, please contact Christi Rich at crich25@yahoo.com.                       

 

 

WE REQUEST YOUR RSVP BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1. 

RSVP at rsvp@stjohns-dc.org 

or 

Go to our website at www.stjohns-dc.org and click on the                                      

St. John’s Advent Party announcement. 

Nursery care will be available from 4:45 p.m. until 7:15 p.m. 

 

 

mailto:crich25@yahoo.com
mailto:rsvp@stjohns-dc.org
http://www.stjohns-dc.org/
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Tuesday, December 24, 4:00 p.m. 

Required Rehearsal in the Nave of the Church 

Saturday, December 21, 10:00 a.m. 

Lunch will be served following rehearsal. 

 
 

The annual Christmas Pageant will take place on Christmas Eve at 4:00 p.m. 

The service prelude of anthems and carols will begin at 3:30 p.m. 

All participants must arrive at 3:15 p.m. 

  

This event is a major highlight of the year. We come together to tell the story of the birth of our Lord through 

song and storytelling. Children ages three and up are invited to participate in the Pageant as an Angel, 

Shepherd, or Friendly Beast. All costumes are supplied by the church. All children who wish to participate 

must attend the rehearsal on Saturday, December 21 at 10:00 a.m.  

Contact Savannah Ponder, Assistant for Ministries to Children, Youth, and Families, at 

savannah.ponder@stjohns-dc.org for more information and to request a registration form. Please 

return forms as soon as possible. 

 

FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS FOLLOWED BY HOLY EUCHARIST 

Sunday, December 15, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Traditional Hymns and Carols of the Advent and Christmas Seasons for the Congregation. 

The St. John's Choir will sing a selection of seasonal anthems. 

 Invite your friends to join you for this annual St. John’s tradition. 

 

 

mailto:savannah.ponder@stjohns-dc.org
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CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY SCHEDULE 2019 

 
          
 Tuesday December 24  

  3:30 p.m.  Carols and Music  

 4:00 p.m.  Pageant and Festival Choral Eucharist  

   7:00 p.m.  Carols and Anthems 

                7:30 p.m.  Festival Choral Eucharist—Sermon—The Rev. Robert W. Fisher 

                  10:30 p.m.  Carols and Music 

                     11:00 p.m.  Festival Choral Eucharist—Sermon—The Rev. Robert W. Fisher 

 

                  Wednesday  December 25 

                  11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist—Sermon—The Rev. William Morris 

 Church and Parish Office closed after the 11:00 a.m. service 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
     

The poinsettias and evergreens that enhance the beauty of the church and parish house at Christmastide are 

given by parishioners as memorials for those who have died and as thanksgiving for those who are living. 

Please consider remembering those who are important to you. The suggested donation is $50 per name. Please 

send your check to Evangeline Gravina in the Parish Office with “Christmas Flowers” noted on the outside of 

the envelope, or place this form in the offering plate. Your support of this important ministry is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

The deadline for inclusion in the Christmas Order of Service is Tuesday, December 10. 

        In memory of ___________________________________________________________________ 

        As a Thank Offering for __________________________________________________________ 

        Name__________________________________________________________________________ 

        Address________________________________________________________________________ 

        Phone Number__________________________ Amount ________________________________  

 

St. John’s Parish House 

1525 H Street N.W.  Washington, D.C. 20005-1005 

Telephone 202 347-8766     fax  202 347-3446 

Website  www.stjohns-dc.org 

 
 

 

http://www.stjohns-dc.org/
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BAPTISM SERVICES 

The next dates for Baptism and required pre-baptismal classes 

with the clergy are as follows:  

• Baptism: Sunday, January 12, 9:00 a.m. 

  Class: Saturday, January 11, 10:00 a.m. 

• Baptism: Sunday, February 23, 9:00 a.m. 

  Class: Saturday, February 22, 10:00 a.m. 

• Baptism: Sunday, April 19, 11:00 a.m. 

  Class: Saturday, April 18, 10:00 a.m. 

 

If you are interested in having a child baptized, or in baptism 

for yourself, please contact Kaye Edwards by e-mail at 

kaye.edwards@stjohns-dc.org.  Please note that the parents or 

grandparents of children being baptized must be active, 

pledging members of St. John’s. Adults interested in baptism 

for themselves must attend the Rector’s Adult Inquirers’ Class 

and be active, pledging participants in the life of the parish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SING WITH THE PARISH CHOIR  

 
The Parish Choir, a dedicated corps of volunteer musicians who 

provide musical leadership for Sunday morning services, 

welcomes new members. Midweek rehearsals are most 

Thursday evenings from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., with a light 

supper of sandwiches provided at 6:30 p.m. There is a 

straightforward voice trial for admission, but the main 

qualification is your interest in serving St. John's in its music 

program.  Please be in touch with Brent Erstad, Acting 

Director of Music, at Brent.Erstad@stjohns-dc.org to 

learn more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSIDER JOINING THE FLOWER GUILD 

 
Whether acquiring a new skill or expanding on an existing 

talent, being a member of the Flower Guild is a rewarding way 

to volunteer at St. John’s.  Newcomers are paired with 

experienced members who mentor them until they are fully 

fledged, confident flower arrangers.  It is a wonderful ministry 

with the benefit of newfound friendships.  For a typical Sunday, 

two team members meet on Saturday morning.  Please contact 

Flower Guild Chair Katherine Kyle if you would like 

additional information at carsonkyle@gmail.com. 

 

LISTEN AGAIN TO SUNDAY SERMONS 

 

If you missed a Sunday at St. John’s Church or would like to 

listen again to past sermons or speaker series, you can visit the 

St. John’s website and click on the “Media” tab at the top of the 

page to listen. You can also find past sermons by searching for 

“St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square” in the Podcast app on 

your iPhone or iPad. 

ENGAGING FAITH AND THE WORKPLACE 

  

What does it mean to engage faith and the workplace? 

And what is a workplace ministry? 

Is it about helping our neighbors at work? Is it about 

trying to shape the organization in which we work to 

better serve the community? Is it about creating 

vibrant businesses that both model good practices, and 

earn profits that can pay staff, support their families, 

and enhance the dignity of work? Is it about using and 

sharing our God-given gifts in the secular world? Is it 

about gently living lives modeled on Christ? 

The short answer is that it can be all of the above!  And 

the good news is that we can all engage in this 

ministry – and not just those currently in the 

workplace. As we think about how to build up this 

ministry, and become still more light and salt for our 

neighbors and co-workers, we would love to get input 

from as many of you as possible.  We look forward to 

working on this new ministry of St John's. 

 

For questions or ideas or simply a request to talk, 

please contact the Rev. Will Morris at 

will.morris@stjohns-dc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POTLUCK SUPPERS–BUILDING COMMUNITY 

 
St John’s will continue its popular parishioner potluck 

suppers in the New Year!  The Rev. Rob Fisher, his 

wife Sarah Wood, and the Rev. Jane Hague hope to 

attend. They are a wonderful opportunity to meet and 

connect with fellow parishioners.  If you are 

interested in hosting one, please contact Holly 

Sukenik at hsukenik@hotmail.com. The next 

potluck will be on:  

Saturday, February 8, 6:00 p.m.   

Falls Church City, VA.   

Hosted by Dick and Joy Nathan                             

RSVP: dick.nathan@longandfoster.com                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:carsonkyle@gmail.com
mailto:will.morris@stjohns-dc.org
mailto:hsukenik@hotmail.com
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JOIN ST. JOHN’S GREETERS TEAM 

 
Would you enjoy welcoming visitors to Sunday services? 

Helping new parishioners feel comfortable in the congregation? 

Exchanging morning greetings with old and new friends in the 

parish? Then please join the Welcome Team Ministry and 

become a Greeter for the 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. service (10:30 

a.m. service during the summer). Greeting requires only a short 

time before and after the service and is important to the 

continued growth and health of St. John’s Church.  For more 

information about becoming a greeter, please contact Head 

Greeter Kat Kehoe at katkehoe@gmail.com. 

 

JOIN THE ST. JOHN’S TOUR GUIDE MINISTRY 

 
St. John’s Tour Guide Ministry is looking for new members. 

For the Tour Guides of St John’s, spring and summer mean that 

the number of visitors and guests who are interested in tours of 

the church will be increasing at our services. Leading tours is 

rewarding.  You meet wonderful people from all over the 

United States and around the world. Training from current Tour 

Guides is done at your convenience.  Guides are called upon 

once every eight weeks or so to give tours on Sundays after the 

11:00 a.m. service (during the regular program year) and after 

the 10:30 a.m. service during the summer.  If the opportunity 

presents itself, please take a tour from one of our Guides or 

contact the head of the Tour Guides, Karen Zachary, at 

karen.zachary@gmail.com. We look forward to welcoming 

you as a part of this important m inistry at St. John’s.   

AN EASY WAY TO HELP OTHERS 

 
When you travel, bring back unopened toiletry items for 

homeless shelters.  Place them in the basket in the connector 

between the Church and the Parish House. 

 

PASTORAL CARE AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 

 
Praying for the sick and those in need is an important part of 

our life together. We invite you to add yourself, family, or 

friends to the parish prayer list. Other than birthdays, 

anniversaries, and deaths, names added to the prayer list will 

appear for four consecutive weeks. If you would like the name 

to be on the prayer list for a shorter or longer period of time, 

please let us know. We are listing in parentheses the name of 

the person requesting prayers for family and friends who are not 

members of the congregation. To add a name to the prayer 

list, please contact the Rev. Jane Hague at 

jane.hague@stjohns-dc.org. 

FLOWER DELIVERIES 

Help brighten the day of parishioners who can’t be with us by 

taking them flowers, located in the side chapel. A greeting card 

for the parishioner is attached to each vase, which also contains 

contact information.  Thank you for checking to see if a delivery 

address is convenient for you.   

Flowers need to be delivered to Key Boulevard, Arlington, 

VA and Ballantrae Lane, McLean, VA. 

 

OUR PRAYERS are requested for the special needs and 

concerns of this congregation, especially: 

Those who are sick or recovering:  

From our parish: Kristie Hansen, Teresa Huettner, Nelda 

Johnson, Bob Patchell, Dace Vidins, Samuel Watson, Jeff 

White, and Susan Wild. 

Friends and family of our parish: Bruce Anderson (Cay 

Buser), Sarah Stewart Amaden (Anne Stewart), Niels Beck 

(Michelle Mangrum), Jeannie Boyd (Samuel Watson), Rachael 

Buckley (Chrystal Martin), John Frew Carter (Margo Arnold), 

Lane Carter, Kevin Chaney (Andrew Tomlinson), Laura Chaney 

(Andrew Tomlinson), Bill Clark (Clark Ervin), William Frew 

Conderman (Margo Arnold), Sambar Datta (Ashley 

Culbertson), Harry Davis (Mary & Carl Raether), Gideon 

Donoho (Thom Sinclair), Karl Dornemann (Deb Dornemann), 

Bobby Doyle (Alex Pappas), Henry Farrington (Samuel 

Watson), Ted Fibison (Wendy Fibison), Chantay Griffin 

(GeeGee Bryant and Charley Griffin), Lucas Hunt (Matthew 

Taylor), Edwarda Johnson (Wande Johnson), Linda Linton 

(Cay Buser), William Markiewicz (Matthew Taylor), Tammy 

McCleaf (Matthew Taylor), Timothy Mullins (Jim Mullins), 

Judy Nicola (Cynthia Walker), Jerry O'Hagan (Lance Jensen), 

Jonathan A.I. Olowu (Elizabeth Leach), Ginger Parra (Leila 

Taaffe), Cawley Scott (Robyne Johnston), Diane Sinclair (Pat 

Dalby), Henry and Sandy Welles (Donna Welles), Wendy 

Wardwell (Pat and Jim Czerwonky), Jim Wolter (Willy Wolter), 

and Kristen Wyckoff (Pat Dalby). 

Those who are shut-in: 

From our parish: Max Hudgins.  

Those who are in the hospital: 

Friends and family of our parish: Courtney Jordan Hillman 

(Erika Northcutt), Julie Howell (Cynthia Walker), Anthony 

Lewis Jr. (GeeGee Bryant), Aiden Mylnikov (Lindsey Bowen), 

Gina Robinson (Matthew Taylor), Travis Rogers (Robert 

Carroll), Zoe Taaffe (Leila Taaffe), and Matthew Wild (Susan 

Wild). 

Those in our parish celebrating a birthday this week: 

Merrell Cherouny, David Kirchenbauer, Robert Kirchenbauer, 

Lara Kozlowski, Mary Landrieu, Evan Lyerly, Jason Ornstein, 

Rebecca Rice, Chip Sherrill, Holly Sukenik, Frances Tyler, 

Chip Usher, Reed Usher, John Whitmore, and Emma Wilson. 

 

mailto:katkehoe@gmail.com
mailto:karen.zachary@gmail.com
mailto:jane.hague@stjohns-dc.org
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Those in our parish celebrating an anniversary this week: 

Sylvia and Doug Estes, Jennifer Agiesta and Paul Hortenstine, 

and R.J. and Chip Lyerly. 

Those serving in the Armed Forces including those who are 

deployed, and for the Armed Forces Ministry of the 

Episcopal Church:  

Friends and family of our parish who are deployed: Steve 

Helmer (Sara McGanity) and Peter T. Watson (Wendy Fibison). 

Please help us keep these lists updated by contacting the 

clergy at St. John’s via email as soon as you can with 

corrections, additions, and updates on status. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSTITUTION OF THE REV. ANDY OLIVO  

AT ST. ELIZABETH'S RIDGEWOOD 

 

 
 

Saturday, November 23, 10:00 a.m. 

St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church 

169 Fairmount Road, Ridgewood, New Jersey 

 

The Rt. Rev. Carlye J. Hughes 

Bishop of the Diocese of Newark 

 

A festive reception to follow in the Parish Hall 

 

Please RSVP by November 15 to Ann Dowling, Parish Administrator 

adowling@stesridgewood.org • (201) 444.2299 
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HOST A ST. JOHN’S SUNDAY PARISH LUNCH 

November 17, 2019 – May 17, 2020 

 

Parish Lunch Resumes! 

Sign Up to Host A Sunday Parish Lunch! 

The Calendar is open.  Your help is needed to make it happen. 

Participate in one of the best fellowship opportunities at St. John’s. 

Make new friends – both members and visitors – and  catch up with old friends. 

We encourage individual members, families, and groups and ministries of our church to host lunches.   

Working with family and friends is FUN! 

It takes at least two people to pull it off. 

So, … 

Talk to a friend – or two or three – about joining you to host a Sunday Lunch. The more the merrier! 

Hosts may be reimbursed for expenses or receive a tax receipt as you choose.   

Detailed guidelines are sent to anyone who inquires. 

To sign up to host a lunch and select a date, contact Holly Sukenik, the lunch coordinator, at  202-332-2952 (home) 

or hsukenik@hotmail.com or the Parish Office at 202-347-8766 or by email to kaye.edwards@stjohns-dc.org.   

There will be no Parish Lunch on the following dates: December 1 (Thanksgiving weekend), December 22, December 

29,  April 5 (Palm Sunday), April 12 (Easter Day), and May 10 (Mother’s Day). 

  

Date Host 

November 17 Sandwich Sunday (Eleanor and Peter Odom) 

November 24 Stewardship Committee 

December 8 The Lyerly Family 

December 15  

January 5 Care of Creation Committee 

January 12 2019 Holy Land Group 

January 19  

January 26 St John's Book Group 

February 2 Annual Meeting and Reception 

February 9 Sarah Wood and Family/Laurie Adams and Family 

February 16  

February 23 Karen Zachary and Thom Sinclair 

March 1  

March 8 Friends of The Bishop Walker School 

March 15 Deacon Discernment Committee 

March 22 Vestry 

March 29  

April 19  

April 26  

May 3  

May 17 Church School Families   
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DISCOVERING THE BEAUTY OF THE NATURAL WORLD AROUND US 

 

 
 

Too often do we get trapped in our daily schedules, important as they are, without taking—or thinking 

that we can’t take—time to go beyond our usual bounds.  When we seek release, we can find it in books, 

or films, or sports.  Some might find it in “retail therapy”, but if so, we overlook the biggest source of 

release—nature around us.  We risk trading Walden Pond for Walmart. 

 

A recent visit to Occoquan Bay NWR, just minutes south of the Beltway, for example, revealed cirrus 

clouds feathering a deep blue sky, bald eagles soaring majestically, distant geese migrating south, jays 

scolding an intruder, a cuckoo flushed from its perch, palm warblers foraging in the undergrowth, multiple 

droppings of coyote scat on the trail, small green frogs clinging to reeds, katydids immobile and almost 

invisible on their leaves, an assassin bug searching out its prey, spiders mending their webs, ants on 

unknown business journeys, and much more.  These everyday discoveries show us a wider world we can 

too easily forget, but a wider world that gives substance to our own lives.  It’s a world from which we 

have become increasingly removed, yet it’s a world that needs our attention and care, equally for its health 

as for ours. 

 

We protect what we love; we love what we know; we know what we learn; and we learn only what we 

are taught or discover for ourselves.  Nature and God’s Creation are there waiting for us to discover more 

of its wonder… and to learn to care for it.  

 

What we can do: 

• Make a conscious effort to get out on our own to discover our parks, refuges, and natural history 

centers.  As seasons change, do it regularly and often. 

• Become more “nature literate”.  Join an outdoor group for nature walks.   

• Join us this Sunday to hear Dr. Reid Detchon of the United Nations Foundation talk about faith-

based approaches to caring for the environment. 

–St. John’s Care of Creation Group. 

 

In coordination with the Care of Creation Group’s efforts to stop the use of items, such as plastic shopping 

bags, that are harmful to the environment, St. John’s has produced reusable tote bags with the St. John’s 

logo.  Please contact the office or see a greeter on Sunday mornings to pick up a bag for your use. 
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        Welcome! 

AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world.  Empowered 

by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship, become a 

community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the world. 

 

ST JOHN’S WAS ORGANIZED IN 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the neighborhoods 

in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and it was consecrated 

on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the office of President of the 

United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been communicants. Thus, St. John’s 

is often referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s Pew. The architect of the church 

was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S. Capitol and the White House after the 

War of 1812. Twenty-five of the stained glass windows in St. John’s were designed and executed by artisans of 

the noted Lorin firm of Chartres, France. 

 

BROCHURES DESCRIBING PARISH LIFE, the history of St. John’s, and the Episcopal denomination can be found 

in the church entrance.  If you are visiting, please fill out the visitor information card found at the end of each 

pew to enable us to welcome you personally into the life of our parish. 

 

ST JOHN’S WEBSITE WWW.STJOHNS-DC.ORG has up-to-date information about the Church including the 

weekly calendar, the Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, the music calendar and 

newsworthy events. 

 

 

                            Vestry 

Richard Metzger, Senior Warden 

Paul Barkett, Junior Warden 

Virginia Bader, Andrew Clarke, 

Audrey Wood Corcoran, Carolyn 

Crouch, Lauren Edwards, Martha 

Ellison, Jeff Hantson, Wande 

Johnson, Peter Odom, Nora Rigby, 

Jessica Sanchez, and Desirée Stolar. 

 Nkem Onwuamaegbu, Treasurer 

  Casey Evans, Assistant Treasurer 

  Andrew Tomlinson, Secretary 

 Christopher R. Wall, Parish Counsel 

 

 Head Usher 

 James H. Czerwonky 

 

Staff 

Kim Carlson 

        Director for Operations 

Evangeline Gravina 

      Operations Assistant 

Preston Cherouny  

       Financial Secretary 

Charley Griffin 

     Receptionist 

R. J. Gravina 

     Program Coordinator 

Elizabeth Leach 

     Communications Coordinator 

Victor Obregon, Sexton 

GeeGee Bryant and David Gamboa,  

   Assistant Sextons 

 

  
 

 

Parish House 

1525 H Street N.W.  Washington, D.C. 20005-1005 

Telephone  202 347-8766 

fax  202 347-3446 

Website  www.stjohns-dc.org 
 

 

http://www.stjohns-dc.org/

