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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 8, 2019 · 9:00 & 11:00 A.M. HOLY EUCHARIST 

 
Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church, Lafayette Square. 

All who seek God are welcome at God’s table. 

Nursery Care is available from 8:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. in the Parish House basement. 

Hearing assistance devices are available from the Ushers. 

Formation Hour for Church School meets at 10:00 a.m.                                                                

on the second floor of the Parish House. 

During the hymn before the Gospel at 11:00 a.m., children ages three through grade five 

will be invited to process out to the Children's Chapel. They will return at The Peace. 

 

VOLUNTARY: But who may abide (from Messiah)                          G.F. Handel 

(1685-1759) 

                                                      Justin Dean, soloist 

 

HYMN 59                                                             Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding 

Sung by all.  Please stand as the procession enters. 

 

 
 

Words:  Latin, ca. 6th cent.; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861, alt. 

Music:  Merton, William Henry Monk (1823-1889); desc. Alan Gray (1855-1935) 

Copyright:       Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
Please continue to stand. 

 

Priest: Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Priest: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord.  
 

People: Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

As the second candle of the Advent Wreath is lit, the following prayer is said by all. 

Priest and People:  

Holy and Gracious God, we pray that this new candle, alongside the first, will 

kindle the hope of Peace. May we reflect this season on moments when we have 

known Peace, however light, however brief. May we prepare to receive new 

visions of Peace. And may the Peace which passes all understanding keep our 

hearts and minds in knowledge and love of God and of the coming of the 

Prince of Peace in unexpected form and ways. Amen.                   

TRISAGION (S 102)                                       Alexander Archangelsky 

Sung by all three times.                                                                                     

 

 
Title:  The Holy Eucharist, Holy God: Trisagion. 

Music:  Ver. Hymnal 1982, after Alexander Archangelsky (1846–1924).  From The Hymnal, 1982, ©  

                 Church Pension Fund.  Used by permission. 

Copyright:   Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A/701275. 
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 THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 

Priest: Let us pray. 

Priest: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 

prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake 

our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

People: Amen. 

THE FIRST READING                                                                                                     Isaiah 11:1-10 

Please be seated.   

                                                                    9:00 a.m.                        11:00 a.m. 

                         Read by Richard Doege.          Read by Robert Pahnke. 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 

roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 

of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what 

his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge 

the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth 

with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around 

his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The 

cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 

eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 

weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on 

all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 

waters cover the sea.  

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 

inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

(The 9:00 a.m. service continues with the hymn on page 5.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 
Sung by the choir. 

1 Give the King your justice, O God,  

     and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

2 That he may rule your people righteously  

     and the poor with justice; 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,  

     and the little hills bring righteousness. 

4 He shall defend the needy among the people;  

     he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,  

     from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,  

     like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish;  

     there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

18 Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel,  

 who alone does wondrous deeds! 

19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever!  

     and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 

     Amen. Amen. 

 

THE SECOND READING                                                                                                     Romans 15:4-13 

11:00 a.m. 

Read by Betsy Danello. 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May 

the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of 

the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 

and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; 

and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the 

Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah says, “The 

root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles 

shall hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 65  (stanza 1)                                                                                     Prepare the way, O Zion 

Sung by all, standing.  

The children process forward to hear the Gospel and out to children’s chapel following the candles 

at the 11:00 a.m. service. 

   

   

   

   
   Words:  Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847); tr. composite; adapt. Charles P. Price (1920-1999) 

Music:  Bereden väg för Herran, melody from Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697;  

harm. Koralbok för Svenska Kyrkan, 1939, alt. 

  Copyright:      Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 

 
Gospeller:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                             Matthew 3:1-12 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." This is the one of whom the 

prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

`Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'"  

Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 

food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 

going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by 

him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 

them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 

fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, `We have 

Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 

children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  
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"I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 

threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 

with unquenchable fire." 

Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

HYMN 65  (stanza 3)                                                                                     Prepare the way, O Zion 

Sung by all. 

 

THE SERMON                                                                                                                The Rev. Robert W. Fisher 

Please be seated.    

Preacher and People:  

 God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to 

change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference. Amen. 

 THE NICENE CREED 

Please stand. 
 

Priest and People: 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 

the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 

Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 

Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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      THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                      9:00 a.m.  Led by Craig Burkhardt. 

(from Brian McLaren’s We Make the Way by Walking).                     11:00 a.m.  Led by Tony Anikeeff. 

Please remain standing.       

 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the living God for all the gifts that we enjoy, saying,                      

“We thank you, living God.” 

Leader: For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea: 

People: We thank you, living God. 

Leader: For the communities of St. John’s and our companion relationships with the 

Anglican Church of Southern Africa* and the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for our Bishops, Mariann and Chilton, and for 

all people whose lives reveal the image of Christ: 

People: We thank you, living God. 

Leader: For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends: 

People: We thank you, living God. 

Leader: For minds to think, hearts to love, and hands to serve: 

People: We thank you, living God.                          

Leader: For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play: 

People: We thank you, living God. 

Leader: For challenges which call forth new strength, for failures which teach greater 

humility, and for encouragement to persevere when life is hard: 

People: We thank you, living God. 

Leader: For those in special need today, especially Samuel Watson who is in the hospital 

and Betty van Iersel who is in hospice care, and for your care for all those in need: 

People: We thank you, living God. 

Leader: For those celebrating a birthday this week, especially Doug Arnold, Carlos 

Arriaga, Charles Bader, Robert Beizer, Mary Jane Checchi, Sarah Demarest, 

Linda Gaines, Annie Gardner, Debby Hailey, Sara Josey, David Kieve, Elizabeth 

Leach, Ailin Lovelace, Anne Stewart, Jonathan Wakely, and Rick Young; for 

those celebrating an anniversary this week, especially Sarah and Jeff Agnew and 

Jessica and Alex Sanchez: 

People: We thank you, living God. 

Leader: For our country and all who serve on behalf of our civic life: 

People: We thank you, living God.                                                                          

Leader: For all who have gone before us, for all who walk beside us, and for all children, 

who are precious to us and to you: 

People: We thank you, living God. 

* In particular, the Kwasa Centre in the Diocese of the Highveld.     
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Leader: And for the great wisdom and hope that you reveal to us through Jesus, our leader, 

example, teacher, liberator, and friend: 

People: We thank you, living God. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
 

Priest/Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Priest/Deacon and People: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 
 

Priest: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. 
 

People: Amen.                         

THE PEACE 

Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please be seated. 

    THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                                                

                       9:00 a.m. 

The Parish Choir 

People look East                                                                                   Besançon carol 

                                                                                        arr. Barry Ferguson (b. 1942) 

People look East, 

The time is near 

Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 

Trim the hearth and set the table. 

People look East and sing today: 

Love the Guest is on the way. 
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Furrows be glad. 

Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 

Give up your strength to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 

People look East, and sing today: 

Love the Rose is on the way. 

Stars, keep the watch. 

When night is dim 

One more light the bowl shall brim, 

Shining beyond the frosty weather, 

Bright as sun and moon together. 

People look East, and sing today: 

Love the Star is on the way. 

Angels, announce to man and beast 

Him who cometh from the East. 

Set every peak and valley humming 

With the Word, the Lord is coming. 

People look East, and sing today: 

Love the Lord is on the way. 

–Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) 

11:00 a.m. 

The St. John’s Choir 

This is the record of John                                                                  Orlando Gibbons  

(1583-1625) 

Ned Sieverts, tenor 

This is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 

ask him: Who art thou? And he confessed and denied not, and said plainly: I am not 

the Christ. And they asked him: What art thou then? Art thou Elias? And he said: I 

am not. Art thou the prophet? And he answered: No. Then said they unto him: What 

art thou? That we may give an answer unto them that sent us. What sayest thou of 

thyself? And he said: I am the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness: Make 

straight the way of the Lord. 

–John 1:19-23 
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HYMN 76                                                                                                                        On Jordan’s bank 

Sung by all, standing. 

  
    Words:  Charles Coffiny (1676-1749); tr. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944),  

                                         after John Chandler (1806-1876); alt. 

Music:  Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690;  

                                       harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889), alt. 

Copyright:       Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 

A PRAYER FOR STEWARDSHIP 

Priest and People: 

Gracious and everlasting God, the giver of all good gifts, you have blessed us 

and our parish abundantly.  Grant us the hope to dream and the courage to 

live into our possibilities.  Make us faithful stewards, both for the provision of 

our necessities and for the relief of those who are in need.  Bless the efforts of 

our Annual Giving this year to extend the work of spiritual renewal in our 

church and community of faith.  Through Jesus Christ, who gave all of 

himself, we offer this prayer. Amen. 
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 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Please remain standing. 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 

Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Priest: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us 

heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great 

triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 

appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD (S-130)                      Franz Peter Schubert 
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Music:  From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937) 

Copyright:  Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 

Please stand or kneel. 

Priest: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son.  For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 

the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 

made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out of error into 

truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, 

do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Priest and People: 
 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

Priest: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

 presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 

be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  Unite 

us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and 

all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 

and the author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 

is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Priest: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Priest and People: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Fraction Anthem (WLP 875)                                                                        Gary James (b. 1957) 

 The people sing the refrain. 

  Refrain 

 

The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ.  Refrain.  

One body are we, alleluia, for though many we share one bread.  Refrain.  

 

Priest: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ  

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

 

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION 

Anthem                                                                    9:00 a.m. 

The Parish Choir 

A Tender Shoot                                                                                 Otto Goldschmidt  

(1829-1907) 

A tender shoot has started up from a root of grace, as ancient seers imparted from 

Jesse's holy race: it blooms without a blight, blooms in the cold bleak winter, 

turning our darkness into light. This shoot, Isaiah taught us, from Jesse's root should 

spring; the virgin Mary brought us the branch of which we sing; our God of endless 

might gave her this child to save us, thus turning darkness into light. 

–William Bartholomew 

(1793-1867) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Our tradition 

is to receive both the bread and the wine, sharing in the common cup.  Please assist the chalice 

bearer by guiding the cup to your lips. You may also intinct by dipping the wafer into the 

chalice. Receiving the bread only is a valid and acceptable way to share in Holy Communion. 

After consuming the wafer, cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you do not wish to 

receive the wine. Gluten-free wafers are available on request from the communion minister. 

Parents may decide if their children receive the bread and/or wine. Children may instead signal 

their desire to be blessed by the priest by crossing their arms over their chest. 
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11:00 a.m. 

The St. John’s Choir 

O Sapientia                                                                                           Robert Ramsey  

(c.1590-c.1644) 

O Sapientia, quae ex ore Altissimi prodiisti, 

attingens a fine usque ad finem, 

fortiter suaviterque disponens omnia: 

veni ad docendum nos viam prudentiae. 

O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, 

reaching from one end to the other, 

mightily and sweetly ordering all things: 

Come and teach us the way of prudence. 

Hymn 75                                                             There’s a voice in the wilderness crying 

 Sung by all.    

   

   

   
Words:  James Lewis Milligan (1876-1961), alt. 

Music:  Ascension, Henry Hugh Bancroft (1904-1988) 

Copyright:       Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275 
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Please stand. 
 

Priest: Let us pray. 
 

Priest and People: 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 

world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Priest distributes a communion kit to each Lay Eucharistic Minister saying: 

Priest: We send you forth bearing these gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us 

in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
 

People:  We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

 

THE BLESSING 

Priest: Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who 

travel the way with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing 

of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 
 

People: Amen. 

HYMN 54                                                                            Savior of the nations, come!   

Sung by all, standing.                                                                                     

   
    

Words:  Martin Luther (1483-1546) after Ambrose of Milan (340-397);  

tr. William M. Reynolds (1812-1876) and James Waring McCrady (b. 1938) 

Music:  Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, melody from Erfurt Enchiridia, 1594; harm. Melchoir Vulpius (1560-1616) 

  Copyright:      Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275. 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon: Let us bless the Lord. 
 

People: Thanks be to God.  

VOLUNTARY:  Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659                                                 J.S. Bach  

                              (Savior of the nations, come)                                                                   (1685–1750) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

THE MEANING OF ADVENT 

As Christ’s Advent, or “coming,” unfolds, we acknowledge this crucial event in salvation history 

symbolically in the Advent Wreath. As Christ draws nearer another candle is lit. The Advent candles 

demonstrate the strong contrast between darkness and light. In the Bible, Christ is referred to as the 

“Light of the World” contrasted with the darkness of sin so that each candle dispels the darkness a little 

more.  The candles may be said to represent hope, peace, joy and love, just as they represent the four 

weeks of our wait. Thus, the Advent wreath helps us to contemplate spiritually the great drama that 

surrounds the birth of God Incarnate who comes to redeem the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 

 

 

 

 

ASSISTING AT THE 9:00 A.M. SERVICE TODAY: Katherine Raab, Lauren Raab, Molly Raab and Scott Raab, 

Advent Wreath Lighters; Leo Lex, Crucifer; Leo Lex and Jack Reiffer, Chalice Bearers; Thom 

Sinclair, Lay Eucharistic Minister; Russ Brown and Sara McGanity, Greeters; Becca Brown and 

Tara Hupman, Flower Guild; Bud Harrell, Assistant Head Usher; Lee Buddendeck, Bob Pasley, and 

Gay Pasley Ushers. 

ASSISTING AT THE 11:00 A.M. SERVICE TODAY: Audrey Trotman and Peyton Marriott, Advent Wreath 

Lighters; Audrey Anikeeff, Clergy Cross; Charlotte Galm and Spencer Galm, Acolytes; Paul 

Mandelson, Crucifer; Tony Anikeeff, James Doyle, and Debby Hailey, Chalice Bearers; Thom 

Sinclair, Lay Eucharistic Minister; Andrew Hunt and Laura Patten, Greeters; Becca Brown and Tara 

Hupman, Flower Guild; John More, Assistant Head Usher; Hugh Agnew, Matt Bode, Caroline 

Huettner, Grant Kraus, Livy More, Marc Warren, and Karen Zachary, Ushers. 

THE SPEAKER SERIES TODAY will be held at 10:00 a.m. in the Togo West Parlor. It will be presented by the 

Rev. William Morris, St. John’s Assisting Priest for Engaging Faith and the Workplace. He will 

speak on Engaging Faith and the Workplace. 

THE SPEAKER SERIES NEXT WEEK will be presented by Stewart McLaurin, President of the White House 

Historical Association. He leads the Association’s non-profit and non-partisan mission to support 

conservation and preservation at the White House with non-government funding. He will speak on 

The White House Historical Association. 

COFFEE AND COLD DRINKS will be served in the Togo West Parlor following the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

services. 

A TOUR OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH will be offered after the 11:00 a.m. service. If you are interested, please join 

Rick Busch at the pulpit following the service. 

THE FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH are given to the glory of God. 

 

THE ADVENT FRONTAL ON THE ALTAR TABLE was given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Avedis Thomas Reid, Jr., Joseph Browning Reid, II, and Richmond Shackleton Reid. 

RECYCLING of Order of Service Bulletins paper is good stewardship.  If you wish, please leave them at the 

end of the pew after the service. 

  

 
THE PARISH LUNCH TODAY will be at 12:15 p.m. in the Togo West Parlor. 

It will be hosted by the Lyerly Family. 
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IF YOU ARE VISITING 

a warm welcome to St. John’s. 

We are delighted to have you worship with us.  Please let us know who you are and how we can best serve 

you by filling out a “Welcome” card and leaving it in the offering plate or with an Usher or Greeter. Join 

us for the coffee hour following the service. 

We welcome families with young children at our worship services. Liturgy bags with children's activities 

are available from the greeters as you enter the nave. For parishioners and visitors alike, nursery care for 

children under age three is provided on Sunday from 8:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. on the lower level of the Parish 

House. We offer Church School at 10:00 a.m. for children age three through grade five every Sunday. 

Every Third Sunday, we offer a Youth Gathering for grades six through twelve. Both children and 

youth formation take place on the second floor of the Parish House.  

   

All persons, including children, are invited to take part in the Holy Eucharist.  Parents may decide if their 

children receive the bread and/or wine.  Children may instead signal their desire to be blessed by the priest 

at the altar by crossing their arms across their chest. 

Follow us on Instagram at @stjohnschurchlafayettesquare. See photos from St. John’s musical 

performances, special events, meetings, Sunday services, and more. Relive the moment or experience it for 

the first time through the touch of a button on your smartphone. Help St. John’s capture each moment by 

submitting your photos from events, worship services, trips, and volunteer efforts.  

 

FREE VALET PARKING FROM THE FRONT OF ST. JOHN’S FOR THE SPEAKER SERIES AND 11:00 A.M. SERVICE. 

EXCEPT ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS, HOURS WILL BE 9:30 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.  

LOOK FOR THE VALET SIGN AT THE CORNER OF 16TH AND H STREETS.   
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Hark! St. John’s Advent Revelry! 

Today, December 8, 2019 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

Parish House Parlors 

 

All Are Welcome! 
Bring your family and friends. Holiday music presented by the                                                  

St. John’s Choir Quartet and all carolers present. 

Children may gather in the lower level dining room for special activities and 

food from 4:45 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and join their families in the parlors for 

caroling.  Children are also welcome to stay in the parlors for the entire event. 

If you can help, please contact Christi Rich at crich25@yahoo.com.                       

 

Nursery care will be available from 4:45 p.m. until 7:15 p.m. 

 

 

mailto:crich25@yahoo.com
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EVENTS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 9-15, 2019 

 Monday December 9 

 6:30 p.m. AA Lawyers (Togo West Parlor) 

 

 Tuesday December 10 

                     12 noon  AA (Togo West Parlor)    

 2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (3rd Floor, Conference Room)  

 6:30 p.m. EFM Class (3rd Floor, Conference Room) 

  

 Thursday December 12 

                     12 noon  Al-Anon (Togo West Parlor)  

 6:30 p.m. Choir Supper (Togo West Parlor) 

 6:45 p.m. St. John’s Book Group (2nd Floor, Teens Classroom)       

 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (4th Floor, Choir Room)     

 Saturday December 14 

 9:00 a.m. Flower Guild Arranging Greens 

  Christmas Gift Drive Wrapping (Togo West Parlor) 

  Pastoral Care Poinsettia Preparation (Togo West Parlor) 

           10:00 a.m. Lessons and Carols Rehearsal (Nave) 

   

 Sunday December 15 

 7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist—Sermon—The Rev. Robert W. Fisher 

 8:15 a.m. Parish Choir Rehearsal 

  Nursery Opens 

 9:00 a.m. Choral Holy Eucharist—Sermon—The Rev. Robert W. Fisher 

 10:00 a.m. Speaker Series—Stewart McLaurin, President of the White House Historical Association. 

  Formation Hour | Church School 

 10:10 a.m. St. John’s Choir Rehearsal 

 11:00 a.m. Festival of Lessons and Carols and Holy Eucharist 

  Children’s Chapel 

 12:15 p.m. Hospitality Hour 

  Tour of the Church 

 12:30 p.m. St. John’s Choir Rehearsal  

    

The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated Monday through Friday at 12:10 p.m. 
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ST. JOHN’S BOOK CLUB 

Thursday, December 12 at 6:45 p.m. 

 

The St. John’s Book Club will meet on Thursday, December 

12. We will meet in the second floor teens classroom of the 

Parish House at 6:45 p.m. to discuss Educated: A Memoir by 

Tara Westover. If you love to read, please join us for an evening 

of discussion and socializing. For more information, contact 

Leila Taaffe at taaffel@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPEAKER SERIES SCHEDULE  

The Speaker Series is held at 10:00 a.m.                              

on the following Sundays in the Togo West Parlor: 

 

• December 8: The Rev. William Morris, St. John’s 

Assisting Priest for Engaging Faith and the 

Workplace. He will speak on Engaging Faith and 

the Workplace. 

• December 15: Stewart McLaurin, President of the 

White House Historical Association. He leads the 

Association’s non-profit and non-partisan mission 

to support conservation and preservation at the 

White House with non-government funding. He 

will speak on The White House Historical 

Association. 

• January 5: Richard Bell, scholar, writer, and 

associate professor at the University of Maryland. 

His research focuses on the history and culture of 

the United States between 1750 and 1877. He will 

speak on his new book, Stolen: Five Free Boys 

Kidnapped into Slavery and Their Astonishing 

Odyssey Home. 

• January 12: Chris Costa, former intelligence 

officer of 34 years, former Special Assistant to the 

President and current Executive Director of the 

International Spy Museum. 

• January 19: David Garrow, Pulitzer Prize-

winning biographer of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. He will speak on The Life and Legacy of 

Martin Luther King. Jr. 

• January 26: Vestry Candidates’ Presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOHN’S CHRISTMAS GIFT DRIVE  

 

The annual Angel Tree Gift Drive is coming to a 

close.  There are just a few angels left on the tree. 

Please consider taking an angel and filling a child’s 

Christmas wish!  

 

The deadline for returning your unwrapped gifts is 

Wednesday, December 11.  If you wish to purchase 

gifts from the Target wish list, they can be shipped 

directly to St. John’s (see instructions below). Gift 

distribution will begin on December 16, so it is 

important that we have all donations on time.  When 

you take an angel, please leave your name and contact 

information so we can keep track of donations. 

 

You can also help by joining us to wrap gifts on 

Saturday, December 14 at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish 

House.   

If you have questions, please contact  

Jeff and Katie Hantson at jeffhantson@gmail.com 

or Amy Stulman and Alis Wang  

at amystulman@gmail.com. 

 

Directions for accessing and using the Target Wish 

List are as follows: 

- From the Target home page (www.target.com), 

select “Registries & Lists” (top of the screen) 

and then “search for an organization” (directly 

under the red “search” button). 

- Search for “St. Johns Church DC.” 

- Click “view registry” (red button, right side of 

the screen). 

- To select the gift(s) you would like to purchase, 

select “Buy gift.” 

- When you have finished shopping, select “view 

cart & check out.” 

- During checkout, be sure to select the shipping 

address associated with the registry, which will 

ship the gifts directly to the church. 

 

Thank you in advance for your generosity this  

holiday season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:taaffel@gmail.com
mailto:jeffhantson@gmail.com
mailto:amystulman@gmail.com


23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Tuesday, December 24, 4:00 p.m. 

Required Rehearsal in the Nave of the Church 

Saturday, December 21, 10:00 a.m. 

Lunch will be served following rehearsal. 

 
 

The annual Christmas Pageant will take place on Christmas Eve at 4:00 p.m. 

The service prelude of anthems and carols will begin at 3:30 p.m. 

All participants must arrive at 3:15 p.m. 

  

This event is a major highlight of the year. We come together to tell the story of the birth of our Lord 

through song and storytelling. All children who wish to participate must attend the rehearsal on Saturday, 

December 21 at 10:00 a.m.  

Contact Savannah Ponder, Deacon for Ministries to Children, Youth, and Families,  

at savannah.ponder@stjohns-dc.org for more information. 

 

FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS AND HOLY EUCHARIST 

Sunday, December 15, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Join us for a service of hymns and carols of the Advent and Christmas Seasons. 

The St. John's Choir will sing a selection of seasonal anthems. 

 Invite your friends to join you for this annual St. John’s tradition. 

 

 

mailto:savannah.ponder@stjohns-dc.org
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CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY SCHEDULE 2019 

 
          
 Tuesday December 24  

  3:30 p.m.  Carols and Music  

 4:00 p.m.  Pageant and Festival Choral Eucharist  

   7:00 p.m.  Carols and Anthems 

                7:30 p.m.  Festival Choral Eucharist—Sermon—The Rev. Robert W. Fisher 

                  10:30 p.m.  Carols and Music 

                     11:00 p.m.  Festival Choral Eucharist—Sermon—The Rev. Robert W. Fisher 

 

                  Wednesday  December 25 

                  11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist—Sermon—The Rev. William Morris 

 Church and Parish Office closed after the 11:00 a.m. service 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
     

The poinsettias and evergreens that enhance the beauty of the church and parish house at Christmastide are 

given by parishioners as memorials for those who have died and as thanksgiving for those who are living. 

Please consider remembering those who are important to you. The suggested donation is $50 per name. Please 

send your check to Evangeline Gravina in the Parish Office with “Christmas Flowers” noted on the outside of 

the envelope, or place this form in the offering plate. Your support of this important ministry is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

The deadline for inclusion in the Christmas Order of Service is Tuesday, December 10. 

        In memory of ___________________________________________________________________ 

        As a Thank Offering for __________________________________________________________ 

        Name__________________________________________________________________________ 

        Address________________________________________________________________________ 

        Phone Number__________________________ Amount ________________________________  

 

St. John’s Parish House 

1525 H Street N.W.  Washington, D.C. 20005-1005 

Telephone 202 347-8766     fax  202 347-3446 

Website  www.stjohns-dc.org 

 
 

 

http://www.stjohns-dc.org/
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HELP CARDOZO SCHOOL FAMILIES 

Tuesday, December 10 

 

Volunteers are needed on the second Tuesday of every month, 

from 1:30 p.m. until 4:00 p.m., to help distribute food at 

Cardozo School. These free food “markets,” are sponsored by 

Communities in Schools in partnership with The Capital Area 

Food Bank. Volunteers help with registration, unpacking the 

food, assisting the families, and cleaning up. The job is easy and 

fun: you get to chat with numerous people, and you can wear 

comfortable shoes!  The next market is on December 10.  For 

more information, contact Ann Gardner at 703-893-5760 or 

at anngardner1@verizon.net, or Livy More at 202-291-8783 

or Livezey@aol.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LISTEN AGAIN TO SUNDAY SERMONS 

 

If you missed a Sunday at St. John’s Church or would like to 

listen again to past sermons or speaker series, you can visit the 

St. John’s website and click on the “Media” tab at the top of the 

page to listen. You can also find past sermons by searching for 

“St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square” in the Podcast app on 

your iPhone or iPad. 

 

BAPTISM SERVICES 

The next dates for Baptism and required pre-baptismal classes 

with the clergy are as follows:  

• Baptism: Sunday, January 12, 9:00 a.m. 

  Class: Saturday, January 11, 10:00 a.m. 

• Baptism: Sunday, February 23, 9:00 a.m. 

  Class: Saturday, February 22, 10:00 a.m. 

• Baptism: Sunday, April 19, 11:00 a.m. 

  Class: Saturday, April 18, 10:00 a.m. 

 

If you are interested in having a child baptized, or in baptism 

for yourself, please contact Kaye Edwards by e-mail at 

kaye.edwards@stjohns-dc.org.  Please note that the parents or 

grandparents of children being baptized must be active, 

pledging members of St. John’s. Adults interested in baptism 

for themselves must attend the Rector’s Adult Inquirers’ Class 

and be active, pledging participants in the life of the parish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGAGING FAITH AND THE WORKPLACE 

  

What does it mean to engage faith and the workplace? 

And what is a workplace ministry? 

Is it about helping our neighbors at work? Is it about 

trying to shape the organization in which we work to 

better serve the community? Is it about creating 

vibrant businesses that both model good practices, and 

earn profits that can pay staff, support their families, 

and enhance the dignity of work? Is it about using and 

sharing our God-given gifts in the secular world? Is it 

about gently living lives modeled on Christ? 

The short answer is that it can be all of the above!  And 

the good news is that we can all engage in this 

ministry – and not just those currently in the 

workplace. As we think about how to build up this 

ministry, and become still more light and salt for our 

neighbors and co-workers, we would love to get input 

from as many of you as possible.  We look forward to 

working on this new ministry of St John's. 

 

For questions or ideas or simply a request to talk, 

please contact the Rev. Will Morris at 

will.morris@stjohns-dc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POTLUCK SUPPERS–BUILDING COMMUNITY 

 
St John’s will continue its popular parishioner potluck 

suppers in the New Year!  The Rev. Rob Fisher, his 

wife Sarah Wood, and the Rev. Jane Hague hope to 

attend. They are a wonderful opportunity to meet and 

connect with fellow parishioners.  If you are 

interested in hosting one, please contact Holly 

Sukenik at hsukenik@hotmail.com. The next 

potluck will be on:  

Saturday, January 11, 5:30 p.m.  

Rosslyn, VA (two blocks from the metro) 

Children are welcome 

Hosted by Alex and Desirée Stolar  

RSVP: desalexstolar@gmail.com 

Saturday, February 8, 6:00 p.m.   

Falls Church City, VA.   

Hosted by Dick and Joy Nathan                             

RSVP: dick.nathan@longandfoster.com                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:anngardner1@verizon.net
mailto:will.morris@stjohns-dc.org
mailto:hsukenik@hotmail.com
mailto:desalexstolar@gmail.com
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SING WITH THE PARISH CHOIR  

 
The Parish Choir, a dedicated corps of volunteer musicians who 

provide musical leadership for Sunday morning services, 

welcomes new members. Midweek rehearsals are most 

Thursday evenings from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., with a light 

supper of sandwiches provided at 6:30 p.m. There is a 

straightforward voice trial for admission, but the main 

qualification is your interest in serving St. John's in its music 

program.  Please be in touch with Brent Erstad, Acting 

Director of Music, at Brent.Erstad@stjohns-dc.org to 

learn more. 

CONSIDER JOINING THE FLOWER GUILD 

 
Whether acquiring a new skill or expanding on an existing 

talent, being a member of the Flower Guild is a rewarding way 

to volunteer at St. John’s.  Newcomers are paired with 

experienced members who mentor them until they are fully 

fledged, confident flower arrangers.  It is a wonderful ministry 

with the benefit of newfound friendships.  For a typical Sunday, 

two team members meet on Saturday morning.  Please contact 

Flower Guild Chair Katherine Kyle if you would like 

additional information at carsonkyle@gmail.com. 

 

JOIN ST. JOHN’S GREETERS TEAM 

 
Would you enjoy welcoming visitors to Sunday services? 

Helping new parishioners feel comfortable in the congregation? 

Exchanging morning greetings with old and new friends in the 

parish? Then please join the Welcome Team Ministry and 

become a Greeter for the 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. service (10:30 

a.m. service during the summer). Greeting requires only a short 

time before and after the service and is important to the 

continued growth and health of St. John’s Church.  For more 

information about becoming a greeter, please contact Head 

Greeter Kat Kehoe at katkehoe@gmail.com. 

 

AN EASY WAY TO HELP OTHERS 

 
When you travel, bring back unopened toiletry items for 

homeless shelters.  Place them in the basket in the connector 

between the Church and the Parish House. 

 

 

JOIN THE ST. JOHN’S TOUR GUIDE MINISTRY 

 
St. John’s Tour Guide Ministry is looking for new members. 

For the Tour Guides of St John’s, spring and summer mean that 

the number of visitors and guests who are interested in tours of 

the church will be increasing at our services. Leading tours is 

rewarding.  You meet wonderful people from all over the 

United States and around the world. Training from current Tour 

Guides is done at your convenience.  Guides are called upon 

once every eight weeks or so to give tours on Sundays after the 

11:00 a.m. service (during the regular program year) and after 

the 10:30 a.m. service during the summer.  If the opportunity 

presents itself, please take a tour from one of our Guides or 

contact the head of the Tour Guides, Karen Zachary, at 

karen.zachary@gmail.com. We look forward to welcoming 

you as a part of this important m inistry at St. John’s.   

PASTORAL CARE AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 

 
Praying for the sick and those in need is an important part of 

our life together. We invite you to add yourself, family, or 

friends to the parish prayer list. Other than birthdays, 

anniversaries, and deaths, names added to the prayer list will 

appear for four consecutive weeks. If you would like the name 

to be on the prayer list for a shorter or longer period of time, 

please let us know. We are listing in parentheses the name of 

the person requesting prayers for family and friends who are not 

members of the congregation. To add a name to the prayer 

list, please contact the Rev. Jane Hague at 

jane.hague@stjohns-dc.org. 

FLOWER DELIVERIES 

Help brighten the day of parishioners who can’t be with us by 

taking them flowers, located in the side chapel. A greeting card 

for the parishioner is attached to each vase, which also contains 

contact information.  Thank you for checking to see if a delivery 

address is convenient for you.   

Flowers need to be delivered to N. Courthouse Road, 

Arlington, VA. 

 

OUR PRAYERS are requested for the special needs and 

concerns of this congregation, especially: 

Those who are sick or recovering:  

From our parish: Teresa Huettner, Nelda Johnson, Bob 

Patchell, Dace Vidins, Jeff White, and Susan Wild. 

Friends and family of our parish: Bruce Anderson (Cay 

Buser), Niels Beck (Michelle Mangrum), Kate Benner (William 

Morris), Jeannie Boyd (Samuel Watson), Rachael Buckley 

(Chrystal Martin), John Frew Carter (Margo Arnold), Lane 

Carter, Kevin Chaney (Andrew Tomlinson), Laura Chaney 

(Andrew Tomlinson), Bill Clark (Clark Ervin), William Frew 

mailto:carsonkyle@gmail.com
mailto:katkehoe@gmail.com
mailto:karen.zachary@gmail.com
mailto:jane.hague@stjohns-dc.org
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Conderman (Margo Arnold), Sambar Datta (Ashley 

Culbertson), Harry Davis (Mary & Carl Raether), Gideon 

Donoho (Thom Sinclair), Karl Dornemann (Deb Dornemann), 

Bobby Doyle (Alex Pappas), Henry Farrington (Samuel 

Watson), Ted Fibison (Wendy Fibison), Lucas Hunt (Matthew 

Taylor), Edwarda Johnson (Wande Johnson), Linda Linton 

(Cay Buser), William Markiewicz (Matthew Taylor), Tammy 

McCleaf (Matthew Taylor), Timothy Mullins (Jim Mullins), 

Judy Nicola (Cynthia Walker), Jerry O'Hagan (Lance Jensen), 

Jonathan A.I. Olowu (Elizabeth Leach), Ginger Parra (Leila 

Taaffe), Cawley Scott (Robyne Johnston), Diane Sinclair (Pat 

Dalby), Zoe Taaffe (Leila Taaffe), Henry and Sandy Welles 

(Donna Welles), Wendy Wardwell (Pat and Jim Czerwonky), 

Jim Wolter (Willy Wolter), and Kristen Wyckoff (Pat Dalby). 

Those who are shut-in: 

From our parish: Max Hudgins.  

Those who are in the hospital: 

From our parish: Samuel Watson. 

Friends and family of our parish: Courtney Jordan Hillman 

(Erika Northcutt), Julie Howell (Cynthia Walker), Anthony 

Lewis Jr. (GeeGee Bryant), Aiden Mylnikov (Lindsey Bowen), 

Gina Robinson (Matthew Taylor), Travis Rogers (Robert 

Carroll), and Matthew Wild (Susan Wild). 

Those who are in hospice: 

From our parish: Betty van Iersel. 

Those in our parish celebrating a birthday this week: Doug 

Arnold, Carlos Arriaga, Charles Bader, Robert Beizer, Mary 

Jane Checchi, Sarah Demarest, Linda Gaines, Annie Gardner, 

Debby Hailey, Sara Josey, David Kieve, Elizabeth Leach, Ailin 

Lovelace, Anne Stewart, Jonathan Wakely, and Rick Young. 

Those in our parish celebrating an anniversary this week: 

Sarah and Jeff Agnew and Jessica and Alex Sanchez. 

Those serving in the Armed Forces including those who are 

deployed, and for the Armed Forces Ministry of the 

Episcopal Church:  

Friends and family of our parish who are deployed: Steve 

Helmer (Sara McGanity) and Peter T. Watson (Wendy Fibison). 

Please help us keep these lists updated by contacting the 

clergy at St. John’s via email as soon as you can with 

corrections, additions, and updates on status. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HONOR YOUR LOVED ONES WITH GREENS FOR ADVENT 

During Advent we decorate the church with greens. You can recognize your loved ones or a special event with a 

dedication in our Sunday bulletin when you make a contribution to the Flower Fund. In doing so, you invite the 

congregation to participate in remembering a loved one, a birth or birthday, or a wedding, anniversary, graduation, 

or other special event. 

St. John’s Flower Guild lovingly arranges greens each week for our Advent Sunday services.  You can choose to 

dedicate the two main altar arrangements with a contribution of $110, the side chapel for $55, or the narthex for 

$55. Or, you can dedicate all four arrangements in the church for $220.  

Please contact the Parish Office at 202-347-8766 and send a check to St. John’s Church 

Attention: Flower Fund, 1525 H Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005-1005, Fax 202-347-3446 

 

(Circle one)  In Memory of   |  Thanksgiving for  |  Celebration of: _______________________     

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number: __________________________  Email: ________________________________ 

(Circle one) Entire Church-$220  |  Main Altar-$110  |  Side Altar-$55  |   Narthex-$55 

 

Thank you! 
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HOST A ST. JOHN’S SUNDAY PARISH LUNCH 

December 8, 2019 – May 17, 2020 

 

Sign Up to Host A Sunday Parish Lunch! 

The Calendar is open.  Your help is needed to make it happen. 

Participate in one of the best fellowship opportunities at St. John’s. 

Make new friends – both members and visitors – and  catch up with old friends. 

We encourage individual members, families, and groups and ministries of our church to host lunches.   

Working with family and friends is FUN! 

It takes at least two people to pull it off. 

So, … 

Talk to a friend – or two or three – about joining you to host a Sunday Lunch. The more the merrier! 

Hosts may be reimbursed for expenses or receive a tax receipt as you choose.   

Detailed guidelines are sent to anyone who inquires. 

To sign up to host a lunch and select a date, contact Holly Sukenik, the lunch coordinator, at  202-332-2952 (home) 

or hsukenik@hotmail.com or the Parish Office at 202-347-8766 or by email to kaye.edwards@stjohns-dc.org.   

There will be no Parish Lunch on the following dates: December 15, December 22, December 29,  April 5 (Palm 

Sunday), April 12 (Easter Day), and May 10 (Mother’s Day). 

  

Date Host 

December 8 The Lyerly Family 

January 5 Care of Creation Committee 

January 12 2019 Holy Land Group 

January 19  

January 26 St John's Book Group 

February 2 Annual Meeting and Reception 

February 9 Sarah Wood and Family/Laurie Adams and Family 

February 16  

February 23 Karen Zachary and Thom Sinclair 

March 1  

March 8 Friends of The Bishop Walker School 

March 15 Deacon Discernment Committee 

March 22 Vestry 

March 29  

April 19  

April 26  

May 3  

May 17 Church School Families   
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SUSTAINABLE HOLIDAY SHOPPING 

 

 
 

Between Thanksgiving and Christmas, we throw away 25% more trash than at any other time of year, 

about a million extra tons according to the EPA.  That includes everything from wrapping paper, holiday 

decorations, packaging, and older items like cell phones and computers, dumped when later models appear 

under the tree.  As we move deeper into this season, think about how we can be more sustainable.  

 

What we can do: 

• Give a service instead of an object (a day off from chores, looking after kids) or something 

handmade (cookies, a meal). 

• Consider a donation to a worthy cause in someone’s name. 

• Buy less and buy well … give gifts that are thoughtful and helpful.  Will our gifts meet the clutter 

test?  

• Pass along used items, perhaps from our own families … old books, vintage jewelry, family items 

with a history to share and preserve. 

• When shopping in stores, consolidate trips where possible. 

• When shopping online, consolidate orders and do it early to avoid the need for expedited delivery. 

• Minimize wrapping paper, such as with reusable gift bags.  (Americans spent over $12 billion on 

wrapping paper in 2017, most of which is not recyclable and ends in landfills.). 

–St. John’s Care of Creation Group. 

 

In coordination with the Care of Creation Group’s efforts to stop the use of items, such as plastic shopping 

bags, that are harmful to the environment, St. John’s has produced reusable tote bags with the St. John’s 

logo.  Please contact the office or see a greeter on Sunday mornings to pick up a bag for your use. 
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        Welcome! 

AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world.  Empowered 

by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship, become a 

community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the world. 

 

ST JOHN’S WAS ORGANIZED IN 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the neighborhoods 

in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and it was consecrated 

on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the office of President of the 

United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been communicants. Thus, St. John’s 

is often referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s Pew. The architect of the church 

was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S. Capitol and the White House after the 

War of 1812. Twenty-five of the stained glass windows in St. John’s were designed and executed by artisans of 

the noted Lorin firm of Chartres, France. 

 

BROCHURES DESCRIBING PARISH LIFE, the history of St. John’s, and the Episcopal denomination can be found 

in the church entrance.  If you are visiting, please fill out the visitor information card found at the end of each 

pew to enable us to welcome you personally into the life of our parish. 

 

ST JOHN’S WEBSITE WWW.STJOHNS-DC.ORG has up-to-date information about the Church including the 

weekly calendar, the Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, the music calendar and 

newsworthy events. 

 

 

                            Vestry 

Richard Metzger, Senior Warden 

Paul Barkett, Junior Warden 

Virginia Bader, Andrew Clarke, 

Audrey Wood Corcoran, Carolyn 

Crouch, Lauren Edwards, Martha 

Ellison, Jeff Hantson, Wande 

Johnson, Peter Odom, Nora Rigby, 

Jessica Sanchez, and Desirée Stolar. 

 Nkem Onwuamaegbu, Treasurer 

  Casey Evans, Assistant Treasurer 

  Andrew Tomlinson, Secretary 

 Christopher R. Wall, Parish Counsel 

 

 Head Usher 

 James H. Czerwonky 

 

Staff 

Kim Carlson 

        Director for Operations 

Evangeline Gravina 

      Operations Assistant 

Preston Cherouny  

       Financial Secretary 

Charley Griffin 

     Receptionist 

R. J. Gravina 

     Program Coordinator 

Elizabeth Leach 

     Communications Coordinator 

Victor Obregon, Sexton 

GeeGee Bryant and David Gamboa,  

   Assistant Sextons 

 

  
 

 

Parish House 

1525 H Street N.W.  Washington, D.C. 20005-1005 

Telephone  202 347-8766 

fax  202 347-3446 

Website  www.stjohns-dc.org 
 

 

http://www.stjohns-dc.org/

