An Order for

Morning Prayer
The Fourth Sunday in Lent

St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square
Sunday, March 22, 2020

Morning Prayer
The Invitatory and Psalter
Silence is kept.
All stand with the Officiant.
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Please be seated.

The Psalms
Sung antiphonally beginning with low voices.

Glory to the Father, and to the /Són,*
And to the /Holy Spirit:
		
As it was in the beginning, is /nów,*
And will be forev/er. Ámen.
All
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The Lesson									

John 9: 1–17

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent
me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud
on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to
ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is
he?” He said, “I do not know.”
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus
made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his
sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees
said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man
who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do
you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
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All stand while the choir sings the Canticle.

Canticle
Magnificat from Short Service
			
Orlando Gibbons
										 (1583–1625)
My soul doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me,
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm;
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

6

Morning Prayer

The Apostles’ Creed
All remain standing and say together:
All

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
              was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Morning Prayer
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The Officiant then says the following collects.
		

A Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Lent

		
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true
		
bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us,
		
and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
		ever. Amen.
		A Collect for Guidance
		Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to
		
guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life
		
we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight;
		
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Officiant		
		
		

Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel
the way with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen

† † †
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