
St. John’s is a church for people of all races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations, 
and viewpoints grounded in love. Whoever you are, we welcome you.

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 12, 2026  )  Holy Eucharist at 11 a.m.



Welcome to St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square.  
All are invited to participate in the service as able. Congregational responses appear in bold. 

Nursery care is available "om 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the second #oor of the Parish House. 

Prayer cards are provided at the entrance of the church. You are invited to write your prayers and place them  
in the collection plate. Your prayers will be blessed and will be prayed for by a priest during the week.

Please re"ain "om taking photos or videos during services.

VOLUNTARY  A Prelude for Easter Morning Gerald Near (b.1942)

HYMN 179     “Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say
Sung by all. Please stand as you are able as the procession enters. 
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THE WORD OF GOD
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People !e Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA (S-278)   Sung by all.  William Mathias (1934–1992)
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Priest $e Lord be with you.
People And also with you. 
Priest Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation: 
Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives 
what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING  1 Peter 1:3-9
Please be seated.  Read by Joanne Hutton.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that 
is imperishable, unde%led, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power 
of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now 
for a little while you have had to su&er various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith—being more 
precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by %re—may be found to result in praise and glory 
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though 
you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are 
receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Reader $e Word of the Lord. 
People !anks be to God.

PSALM 16 Sung by the choir; chant by William Henry Havergal (1793–1870).
Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *  

I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”

All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *  
upon those who are noble among the people.

But those who run a*er other gods *  
shall have their troubles multiplied.
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$eir libations of blood I will not o&er, *  
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.

O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; *  
it is you who uphold my lot.

My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *  
indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; *  
my heart teaches me, night a*er night.

I have set the Lord always before me; *  
because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; *  
my body also shall rest in hope.

For you will not abandon me to the grave, *  
nor let your holy one see the Pit.

You will show me the path of life; *  
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Children’s Chapel in the Parish House: All who wish may gather in "ont of the pulpit during the hymn and will return 
at the Peace. Parents are encouraged to accompany children younger than three. 

GRADUAL HYMN 209     We walk by faith, and not by sight
Sung by all, standing as you are able. Stanzas 1 & 2 will be sung before the Gospel, stanzas 3 & 4 a$er.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL     John 20:19-31
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest $e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When it was evening on that day, the %rst day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 
had met were locked for fear of the religious authorities, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” A*er he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. $en the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

But $omas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails 
in his hands, and put my %nger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and $omas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” $en he said to $omas, “Put 
your %nger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 
$omas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name.

Priest $e Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Following the Gospel, all sing stanzas 3 & 4 of the gradual hymn.

THE SERMON   $e Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell
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THE NICENE CREED   
Please stand as you are able.

Let us a.rm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
!rough him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was cruci"ed under Pontius Pilate; he su#ered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glori"ed.  He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                     Led by Chris Janson.
Please remain standing as you are able.            

Intercessor Let us pray for the Church and for the world: Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess 
your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the 
world. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor For the communities of St. John’s and our companion relationships with the Anglican 
Church of Southern Africa* and the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. In the Diocesan Cycle of 
Prayer, for Chapel of the Intercession, Washington Hospital Center. For Sean, our Presiding 
Bishop; Mariann, our Bishop; and Eugene, our Assistant Bishop; and for all bishops and other 
ministers. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good. For Donald, our President, and for the 
leaders of Congress, the Supreme Court, and all who are in authority. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 
in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, especially . . . Grant that we may serve Christ 
in them, and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor Comfort and heal all those who su&er in body, mind, or spirit, especially . . . Give them courage 
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.
* In particular, Kwasa College in the Diocese of the Highveld.
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Intercessor We commend to your mercy all who have died, . . . , that your will for them may be ful% lled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.

Priest Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers 
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION
Priest Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence.
All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have le$  undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Priest Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Priest $ e peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
Please be seated.

THE HOLY COMMUNION  
You may make an o% ering by placing your donation in the plate, or use this QR code to pay electronically. 
A donation via this code can go only to o% erings and not to pledges or any other speci& c funds.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    Most glorious Lord of life William Henry Harris (1883–1973)
Sung by the choir.  

Most glorious Lord of life, that on this day didst make thy triumph over death and sin, 
and having harrowed hell, didst bring away captivity thence captive, us to win. 

$ is joyous day, dear Lord, with joy begin, and grant that we for whom thou diddest die, 
being with thy dear blood clean washed from sin, may live for ever in felicity: 

And that thy love we weighing worthily, may likewise love thee for the same again; 
and for thy sake, that all like dear didst buy, with love may one another entertain. 

So let us love, dear Love, like as we ought; love is the lesson which the Lord us taught.
—Edmund Spenser (c. 1522–1599)
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HYMN 205     Good Christians all, rejoice and sing
Sung by all, standing as you are able.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest $e Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Priest Li* up your hearts.
People We li$ them to the Lord.

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
'e priest continues 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. But chie2y are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacri%ced for us, and has taken away the sin 
of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting 
life. $erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS (S-128)   Sung by all.  William Mathias
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Please stand or kneel as you are able. 'e priest continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made 2esh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out 
of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: $is is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

A*er supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: $is is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

$erefore, according to his command, O Father,

People We remember his death,  
we proclaim his resurrection,  
we await his coming in glory.

And we o&er our sacri%ce of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all, presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gi*s that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacri%ce, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sancti%ed by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things 
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the %rstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Priest And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

FRACTION ANTHEM (S-164)     Franz Peter Schubert (1797–1828)
Sung by all.  arr. Richard Proulx (1937–2010)

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Priest $e Gi*s of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Wait for an usher to call your 
pew to come forward. You will &rst be handed a wafer by a priest (gluten-"ee wafers are available by request) and 
then o%ered wine by a lay server. You may either sip the wine or dip your wafer into the wine. Receiving the bread 
alone is a valid way to share in the Eucharist. Parents may decide if their children receive the bread and/or wine. 
All may instead signal their desire to be blessed by the priest by crossing their arms over their chest.

COMMUNION ANTHEM    Rise up, my love, my fair one Healey Willan (1880–1968) 
Sung by the choir.  

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away.  
For lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone.  
$e 2owers appear upon the earth.  
$e time of singing of birds is come.  
Arise my love, my fair one, and come away.
—Song of Songs 2:10-13

HYMN 318   Sung by all, seated.  Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   
Please stand or kneel as you are able.

Priest Let us pray.
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

When scheduled, the Priest o%ers a communion kit to any Lay Eucharistic Minister doing a home visit, saying
On behalf of God and St. John’s Church, I send you forth bearing these holy gi*s that those whom you 
will visit may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Priest Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the 

way with us. So be swi* to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

HYMN 296   Sung by all, standing as you are able.     We know that Christ is raised and dies no more

Words: John Brownlow Geyer (1932–2020), alt. Music: Engelberg, Charles Villiers Stanford (1852–1924).
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THE FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD,
and in thanksgiving for the baptism today of  

Douglas Arnold, Alex Frye, Caroline Gorud, Caroline Holder, William Johnston,  
Luca Mastrangelo, Jack Olson, Reilly Piersimoni, and Luke Stuart.

ASSISTING AT THIS SERVICE
Paul Barkett, Crucifer  |  Benj Chew and Grant Lucio, Acolytes 

Sylvia Martin Estes and Debby Hailey, Chalice Bearers 

Hap Rigby, Assistant Head Usher 

John Herzog, Michele Mullins, and Jess Unger, Ushers 
Peter Hardinge and Summer Hardinge, Greeters  

Sherill Mason, Flower Guild 

Matthew Taylor, Livestream Technician

Please help us be good stewards of the environment.  
If you do not wish to take this bulletin home a!er the service,  

you may leave it at the end of the pew as you depart or place it in a blue recycling bin.

THE DISMISSAL
Priest Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia.
People !anks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

VOLUNTARY  Chorale Prelude on Gelobt sei Gott Healey Willan

ARE YOU NEW TO ST. JOHN’S?
Please let us know who you are and how we can best serve you by &lling out a “Welcome” card and leaving it in the  
o%ering plate or with an usher or greeter.  Free valet parking is available "om 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Sundays;  
look for the valet sign at the corner of 16th and H streets, NW.  Find us on Instagram at @stjohnschurchlafayettesquare or 
visit stjohns-dc.org for more about our o%erings and how to get in touch. 

Reading and Gospel: From the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States  
of America. All rights reserved. Used by permission.   )��Collect and Psalm: From the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.  )��Music images reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-701275. 
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Announcements for the  
Week of April 12

TODAY AT ST. JOHN’S

Children’s Chapel o!ered during the sermon at 11 a.m. today
Preaching this morning: !e Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell

 8 a.m. Eucharist with Sermon
  Parish Choir (Parish House Fourth Floor)

 8:30 a.m. Nursery—available until 12:30 p.m. 
(Parish House Second Floor) 

 9 a.m. Baptism and Choral Eucharist with Sermon

 10 a.m. Co!ee Hour (Plaza, weather permitting,  
or Parish House First Floor)

  Speaker Series (Togo West Parlor; see page 3)
  Church School (Parish House Second Floor)
  Youth Con"rmation Class (Parish House 

Second Floor; see next column)
  Adult Bible Study (Parish House #ird Floor)
  St. John’s Choir (Parish House Fourth Floor)

 11 a.m. Choral Eucharist with Sermon

 Noon Co!ee Hour (Plaza, weather permitting,  
or Parish House First Floor)

  Parish Lunch (see next column)
  Church Tour (see next column)

FLOWER DELIVERIES
Help us brighten the day of parishioners by taking them 
$owers, located in the side chapel most Sundays of the year. 
A card is attached to each vase with contact information. 
Today !ower deliveries are needed to: Cambridge Place, 
NW; Willard Street, NW; Chain Bridge Road, McLean; 
and Madawaska Road, Bethesda.

YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Last two sessions: Sundays, April 12 and 26, at 10 a.m.
Con"rmation is a sacramental rite in which candidates 
express a mature commitment to Christ before God, the 
bishop, and the gathered community. On second and 
fourth Sundays through April, we are preparing interested 
youth to take this important step in their faith journey, 
with con"rmations to be held at Washington National 
Cathedral on Saturday, May 9, at 10 a.m. Youth who have 
already been con"rmed are also encouraged to attend, to 
review faith topics and get to know our new candidates. 
Questions? Contact the Rev. Eric Bailey via our website.

PARISH LUNCH 
Today at noon | Hosted by RJ Lyerly
Sunday lunch at St. John’s is a longtime tradition in which 
every member and every visitor can participate. It’s a great 
opportunity to catch up with old friends and make new 
ones—a time for fellowship and for hearing another’s 
story. #e lunch is held most Sundays in the Parish House. 
Contributions of $5 for adults and young people 13 and 
over and $2 for children under 13 are requested to help 
defray the costs of the lunch. All are welcome. Valet parking 
hours are extended to 2 p.m. any Sunday with a parish lunch. 

TOUR OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH  
Today at noon
For more than 200 years our church has served as a place of 
worship for a growing and everchanging city and country. 
Its structure is a lasting testament to Benjamin Henry 
Latrobe, who, because of his training in both architecture 
and engineering, is considered by the American Institute 
of Architects as our country’s "rst architect. If you are 
interested in an in-person tour of St. John’s Church, meet 
at the front of the church near the baptismal font a&er the 
11 a.m. service. Today’s guide is Richard Price.

 

Visit stjohns-dc.org/connect/newsletters to subscribe to our weekly e-newsletter ("e Word) and other parish email lists.
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SERVICE SCHEDULE | April 13–19

Monday—12:10 p.m.—Eucharist
Tuesday—12:10 p.m.—Eucharist
Wednesday—12:10 p.m.—Eucharist
!ursday—12:10 p.m.—Eucharist
Friday—12:10 p.m.—Noonday Prayer

Sunday—#e Rev. Rob Fisher, Preacher
 8 a.m.  Eucharist with Sermon
 9 a.m. Choral Eucharist with Sermon
 11 a.m. Choral Eucharist with Sermon
Children’s Chapel o!ered during the sermon at 9 and 11 a.m.

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

Monday, April 13
 6:15 p.m.  Lawyers’ AA (Togo West Parlor)

Tuesday, April 14
 1 p.m.  Sta! Meeting (Togo West Parlor)

Wednesday, April 15
 4:30 p.m.  Chorister Rehearsal

!ursday, April 16
 4:30 p.m. Chorister Rehearsal
 7 p.m.  Parish Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, April 18
 9:30 a.m.  Latrobe Fellowship Spring Retreat  

(O!site, see next column)
 10 a.m. Congregations and Our Unhoused 

Neighbors (O!site or online; see next 
column)

 10:30 a.m.  Grace’s Table (O!site; see next column)
 11 a.m. Memorial Service for Margo Arnold  

(see next column)

LATROBE FELLOWSHIP IN-TOWN RETREAT 
Saturday, April 18, at 9:30 a.m.
Please join the Latrobe Young Adult Fellowship for a one-
day spring retreat ($25/person) at the Cathedral House and 
Bishop’s Garden. Enjoy a time to rest and connect with one 
another, including worship, a picnic by the cathedral, and 
activities on themes of community and communion. RSVP 
online at bit.ly/latrobe-2026-spring-retreat, or contact the 
Rev. Eric Bailey via St. John’s website with questions.
"e Latrobe Fellowship is an active and engaged group of 
adults, primarily in their 20s and 30s. We typically gather at 
St. John’s at 6:30 p.m. on the #rst Wednesday of the month for 
a short worship service followed by an activity.

CONGREGATIONS AND OUR UNHOUSED 
NEIGHBORS | Saturday, April 18, at 10 a.m.
Rosanne Haggerty, President of Community Solutions, a 
national organization working to end homelessness, will 
speak on a vision of how congregations and individuals 
can work together to address the needs of our unhoused 
neighbors. #is free 90-minute program, co-sponsored 
by New York Avenue Presbyterian Church and the 
Washington Interfaith Network (WIN), is available both 
in person and as a webinar. Registration and full details  can 
be found online at bit.ly/unhoused-april-2026.

GRACE’S TABLE 
!ird Saturdays, from 10:30 a.m to 12:30 p.m. 
Upcoming dates: April 18 and May 16
Grace’s Table is an outreach partnership between St. John’s  
and Grace Episcopal Church in Georgetown. Every third 
Saturday of the month, a group from St. John’s prepares and 
serves a meal at Grace to folks who are unhoused or at risk 
of losing their housing. #is is a wonderful opportunity 
to get to know other St. John’s parishioners and to spread 
God’s loving kindness in our community. Contact leader 
Elizabeth Field using the Connect: Ministry Directory tab 
of our website with questions or to volunteer.

UPCOMING MEMORIAL SERVICES 
Margo Arnold: Saturday, April 18, at 11 a.m. 
Janet Helgert: Saturday, April 25, at 11 a.m.
Join us as we commend Margo and Janet to God’s eternal 
care. All who knew them are warmly invited to attend. #e 
services will also be livestreamed on the Worship tab of our 
website for those who cannot be with us in person. Please 
keep their family and friends in your prayers.
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SPEAKER SERIES

# e Speaker Series is held most Sundays from September 
through May at 10 a.m. in the Togo West Parlor on the 
" rst $ oor of the Parish House. An audio recording will be 
available on our website the week a& er each talk.

April 12: Aalok Mehta, Director of the 
Center for Strategic and International 
Studies’ Wadhani AI Center, will 
address the promise, perils, and de" ning 
questions of arti" cial intelligence.

April 19: Aaron Reichlin-Melnick, a 
senior fellow at the American 
Immigration Council, will bring us up 
to date on the current state of U.S. 
immigration policies and practices.

April 26: Martha Gimbel, Executive 
Director and Co-Founder of the Budget 
Lab at Yale University, a non-partisan 
policy research center, will discuss the 
state of the U.S. economy.

May 3: " e Rev. James Hawkey, Canon 
# eologian of Westminster Abbey and 
Chaplain to King Charles III, will 
engage in a Q&A-style conversation led 
by the Rev. Rob Fisher.

COMING UP

NATIONAL ARBORETUM AZALEA WALK
Saturday, April 25, at 2:30 p.m. (see map next column)
All ages are welcome on a walk through the azaleas at 
the National Arboretum, projected to be in peak bloom, 
followed by a celebration of the Eucharist. We will gather at 
the Grove of State Trees parking lot. Enter the arboretum 
from R Street or New York Avenue, NE, and allow extra 
time for slow tra'  c. Walking shoes, hats, and water bottles 
are encouraged, and there are picnic tables if you’d like to 
bring food. For more information and to RSVP or request 
a ride, contact the Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell via the About: 
Leadership tab of our website. Please include your cell 
phone number so we can contact you as needed.

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT
Saturday, April 25, 5–7:30 p.m.
Kids ages 6 months through 5th grade are invited to play, 
watch a movie, and eat pizza while parents and caregivers 
enjoy an evening out. RSVP by Monday, April 20, to bit.ly/
sjc-pno. Questions? Contact the Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell 
via our website.

AN EVENING WITH THE CHOIR OF 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY
Friday, May 1, at 7 p.m., at St. John’s
# e White House Historical Association and St. John’s, in 
celebration of America’s 250th, will host an evening with the 
choir of Westminster Abbey on Friday, May 1. Westminster 
Abbey’s choir is renowned worldwide as one of the " nest 
of its type, with up to 30 boys and 12 professional adult 
singers. # e choir’s wide-ranging performing activities are 
rooted in a centuries-old tradition, and its repertoire ranges 
from plainsong and Tudor polyphony to 20th-century 
masterpieces and new commissions. Purchase tickets ($25) 
at www.whitehousehistory.org/events. # is event will be 
held at St. John’s.
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SPRING NEW MEMBER SUNDAY | Sunday, May 3
St. John’s will recognize new members of our community 
during worship on Sunday, May 3, at 9 and 11 a.m., and at 
a welcome reception in Togo West Parlor at noon. Come 
show your support for our growing community and get to 
know someone new!

ST. JOHN’S BOOK GROUP                
!ursday, May 7, at 7 p.m.
Please join us via Zoom to discuss a pair 
of books: Mark Twain’s 1876 classic, 
"e Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, 
and Percival Everett’s reconsideration, 
James, which won the 2025 Pulitzer 
Prize in Fiction, among other awards. 
In Twain’s tale, Huck Finn navigates the Mississippi River 
by ra& with his close companion, a runaway slave named 
Jim, and confronts issues relating to the value of human 
life and friendship. Everett undertakes a retelling from 
the perspective of Jim, and wrestles with themes related 
to morality, the nature of freedom, and enslavement. #e 
book group typically meets the "rst #ursday of the month 
at 7 p.m. For information and the link, contact us via the 
directory at stjohns-dc.org/connect/directory. 

NEWS & NOTICES

WELCOME, MAURICE DYER!
Please welcome the Rev. Cn. Maurice 
Dyer, who assisted at services during 
Holy Week and Easter. Maurice has 
recently moved to the DMV to serve as 
Canon to the Bishop for Armed Forces 
and Federal Ministries. He has chosen 

to make St. John’s his parish home and the place where he 
will o!er his gi&s for ministry on Sundays when he is 
available. We are fortunate to have Maurice among us 
supporting the ministry of St. John’s.

PLEASE PLEDGE TO ST. JOHN’S 
As of Tuesday, April 7, we had received 271 pledges, 
totaling commitments of $1,097,155 for the current year. 
Your pledge signals an intent to o!er "nancial support to 
St. John’s in 2026. It can be ful"lled in a one-time annual 
payment, or it can be paid weekly, monthly, or on the 

schedule of your choosing. Make your pledge online on 
our website (stjohns-dc.org/give/pledge) or by returning a 
pledge card either by mail to the church o'ce or by placing 
it in the o!ering plate on Sunday. #ank you!

PARISH LUNCH SCHEDULE AND HOSTS 
Most Sundays a"er the 11 a.m. service
#e Sunday lunch tradition relies on volunteers to prepare 
and serve the meal—which is why we encourage individuals, 
families, groups, or ministries to host at least once per 
program year. Hosts may be reimbursed for expenses or 
receive a tax receipt. Not sure what’s involved? Want to 
claim a future date? Contact Parish Lunch coordinator 
Holly Sukenik at stjohns-dc.org/connect/directory. 

 April 12 RJ Lyerly
 April 19 Vestry
 April 26 Sisters at St. John’s             
 May 3 Newcomers reception: All invited!
 May 10 No Lunch: Mothers Day
 May 17 Care of Creation
 May 24 No Lunch: Memorial Day Weekend             
 May 31 Host needed

FEDERAL WORKERS | Giving or receiving support
Many of our parishioners have been a!ected by layo!s in 
the federal government. If you are seeking help—or if you 
have help to o!er—please complete our survey at bit.ly/
sjc-federal-survey with the details of what you need or can 
provide. You can also reach out to Jordan Baugh, our point 
person for this ministry, via the directory on our website.

FOR THOSE SEEKING TO BE BAPTIZED
If you are interested in baptism for yourself or for a child, 
please contact Lisa Koehler via the About: Leadership tab 
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on our website. Please note that the parents or grandparents 
of children being baptized must be active, pledging 
members of St. John’s. Adults interested in baptism must 
also attend an Adult Inquirers’ Class, o!ered twice a year, 
and be active, pledging participants in the life of the parish. 
Upcoming dates for baptism and required pre-baptismal 
classes with the clergy at St. John’s include: 

Sunday, May 24, at 11 a.m.  
Class: Saturday, May 23, at 10 a.m. 

Sunday, November 1, at 9 a.m.  
Class: Saturday, October 31, at 10 a.m.

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR NEW VESTRY SECRETARY
A lifelong Episcopalian from the state of 
Georgia, Will Priest serves as Secretary 
of the Vestry. He is an active participant 
at St. John’s, including in the Latrobe 
Young Adult Fellowship and serving as 
a liturgical reader. Will also previously 
served as a facilitator for the Being With 

program. Currently on sta! at St. Albans School, Will 
holds a B.A. in history from the University of the South 
(Sewanee). He enjoys bike rides to church and appreciates 
St. John’s intellectually curious and warm community.

FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

NURSERY CARE | Sundays, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Infants and children are welcome at all worship services. 
Nursery care is also available most Sundays for infants and 
children up to age three. #e nursery meets in the Godly 
Play Classroom #2 on the second $oor of the Parish House. 

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL  
Sundays during the sermon at 9 and 11 a.m. worship 
Most Sundays, kids from birth through grade 5 are invited 
to participate in a special liturgy just for them during the 
sermon at 9 and 11 a.m. services. Children gather by the 
pulpit during the gradual hymn and process to the Parish 
House for a song, homily, and prayer time, returning to 
the sanctuary at the Peace. Parents may accompany their 
children and are encouraged to do so for those younger than 
three. Children are also welcome to stay and worship in the 
main sanctuary. Questions? Contact the Rev. Sarah Akes-
Cardwell via the About: Leadership tab on our website.

CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES 
Sundays, 10–10:50 a.m., from September through May 
Children in pre-K through "&h grade may participate in 
Church School on the second $oor of the Parish House 
most Sundays of the school year. For information, contact 
the Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell via the About: Leadership 
tab on our website. 

YOUTH GROUP  
Sundays, 10–10:50 a.m., from September through May    
Most Sundays from September through May, middle and 
high school youth are invited to the second $oor of the 
Parish House for an exploration of life and faith with their 
peers. Questions? Contact the Rev. Eric Bailey via the 
About: Leadership tab on our website.

CHORISTER PROGRAM | September through May
We o!er a choir for children and youth with unchanged 
(treble) voices. #rough a custom-made curriculum, 
singers receive training in sight reading, vocal production, 
music theory, liturgy, and leadership, and become part 
of a vibrant community of music makers. To learn more 
or express interest, contact Brent Erstad via the About: 
Leadership tab on our website. 

THE ACOLYTE MINISTRY | September through May
Youth in 6th grade and above are welcome to participate 
during worship services, serving as torch bearers or crucifers 
and helping set the altar for communion. Contact Vincent 
Scauzzo via stjohns-dc.org/connect/directory for details.
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continues on the next page

REMINDERS

ADULT BIBLE STUDY | Most Sundays at 10 a.m.
# is group gathers most Sunday mornings, using a hybrid 
approach, with some joining via Zoom and others in 
person. Conversations explore the connections with the 
Sunday lectionary lessons and sermons. From Easter to 
Pentecost we are studying Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. 
For information, notes, and the Zoom link, contact Jack 
Rei! er via the Ministry Directory at stjohns-dc.org.

FLOWER MEMORIALS AND THANKSGIVINGS
Flowers in the church and Parish House are made possible 
by gi& s and are o& en dedicated to the memory of a loved 
one or to mark a birth or birthday, wedding, anniversary, 
graduation, or other special event. To make a dedication, 
pick up a $ ower card at the entrance to the church.

MAKE A PLEDGE TO ST. JOHN’S
A pledge is a commitment of " nancial support 
payable over the course of a year that enables us 
to plan the work that we undertake in mission 
and ministry. You can indicate a pledge commitment using 
this QR code or by visiting the Give tab on our website.

LISTEN AGAIN TO SUNDAY SERMONS
To listen to past sermons or speaker series,
visit our website, scan this QR code or search 
for “St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square” in the 
Podcast app on your device. 

JOIN A MINISTRY GROUP
Explore our many ministry groups at www.stjohns-dc.org, 
and contact the leaders via our online Ministry Directory 
for details or to sign up.

LIVESTREAMED SERVICES
# e weekly 11 a.m. Sunday service is broadcast on our 
website and available for replay, as are evensongs and 
occasional other special services and events.

SECURITY MEASURES AT ST. JOHN’S
St. John’s identity as a congregation is shaped by our urban 
location in the nation’s capital. We seek to welcome all to 
our services and activities with dignity, while ensuring the 
safety and well-being of those who worship in our facilities. 
We hire security personnel for Sundays and special services 
as a low-key, proactive presence prepared to respond quickly 
and respectfully to any needs that may arise.

PRAYER & PASTORAL CARE

Praying for those in need is an important part of our life 
together. Contact the Pastoral Care team via the Connect: 
Ministry Directory tab at stjohns-dc.org to add yourself, 
family, or friends to our prayer list. Names of friends and 
family who are not members of the congregation are 
followed by the name of the parishioner making the request.

Our prayers are requested for the special needs and 
concerns of this congregation, especially:

those who are sick, recovering, or grieving
From our parish: Sydney Brooks, Bill Josey, and 
Andy McKinnon.
Friends and family of our parish: Robert Bliss (Katherine 
Bliss and Mark Dennis), Chad (Wendy J. Fibison), Jim 
DeBello (Grace Barrett), Dru Dowdy (Frances S. Tyler), 
Walt Eccard (Margaret Depue), Ed Eder ( Joanne and 
Powell Hutton), Laurie Feldon (Eleanor and Peter Odom), 
Bob and Heather Gilbert (Andrea Winchell), Chantay 
Gri'  n (Charley Gri'  n and Gee Gee Bryant), Linda 
Young Gsell (Rick Young), Morgan Hickenlooper (Livy 
More), Doug Holy ( Joanne Hutton), Jack (Marta Cook 
and Cal Trepagnier), Latithia and Charles Jones (GeeGee 
Bryant), Olivia Kehoe (Kat Kehoe), Elizabeth Lee (Clayton 
Crawford), Jane Lee (Claire Kim and Jess Unger), William 
Markiewicz (Matthew Taylor), Jim Martella (Livy More), 
Tammy McCleaf (Matthew Taylor), Nell Montgomery 
(Brandon Montgomery), Ann Petrosky ( Johnathan 
Miller), Susan Price (Richard Price), Scott (Marta Cook 
and Cal Trepagnier), Nancy Stephenson (Ann and 
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John Gardner), Ashley M. Smith (Marta Cook and Cal 
Trepagnier), Mackenzie Toland (Wendy J. Fibison), Caleb 
Williams (Alfred #esmar), Darrel Williams (Caleb and 
James Hays-Reilly), Edward Leland Williams II (Virginia 
Bader), Bess Williamson (Wendy Fibison), Andrew Woods 
( Johnathan Miller), and Judith York (Caroline Fisher).

those who are in assisted living
From our parish: Milton Chamberlain, Marcella Odom, 
Becky Schergens, Suzanne Whitmore, and Mary Wilson. 
Friends and family of our parish: David Brown (Lisa 
Koehler), Bob Chrystal, Sr. (Chris Jones), Denise T. Griggs 
(Ginny Griggs), Veronica Jones (Chris Jones), Lori LaPoint 
(Brent Erstad), Yvonne Rei!er ( Jack Rei!er), and Carl 
Wright (Frank and Nancy Klotz).

those who are in hospice care
Friends and family of our parish: Wilma Daubs (Kay 
Gilley), Joel King (Susan Cardwell), and Teri Nelson (Lisa 
Koehler).

those who have died
Friends and family of our parish: Kenneth Crane, April 3 
(Brian Schoeneman); and Janey Studt Symington, April 1 
(Harker and Gini Rhodes).

those in our parish celebrating a birthday 
Lee Azzarello, Andrea Charters, Charlotte Cox, Lauren 
Crawford, Martha Ellison, Lilly Elmore, Elizabeth Field, 
Christopher Gardner, Carolyn Harris, Bill Josey, Hugh 
Kieve, Caleb Reilly, Will Simonds, and Sarah Wood.

those in our parish celebrating an anniversary 
Carl and Mary Raether.

those on the front lines
Friends and family of our parish: Janie Abernethy 
(Elizabeth Lewis and David Abernethy), Philip L. Faris 
(Caroline and Steve Faris), and Charles Lewis, Jr. (Charles 
Lewis, Sr.).

Contact Pastoral Care at Connect: Ministry Directory on our website to add, remove, or change a status on the prayer list.



WELCOME!
At St. John’s Church, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world. Empowered 
by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship, become 
a community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the world.
St. John’s was organized in 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the neighborhoods 
in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and it was 
consecrated on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the 
o!ce of President of the United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been 
communicants. "us, St. John’s is o#en referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s 
Pew. "e architect of the church was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S. 
Capitol and the White House a#er the War of 1812. Twenty-$ve of the stained glass windows in St. John’s 
were designed and executed by artisans of the noted Lorin $rm of Chartres, France.
If you are visiting, please $ll out the visitor information card found at the end of each pew to enable us to 
welcome you personally into the life of our parish. 
St. John’s website (www.stjohns-dc.org) has up-to-date information about the church including the 
Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, and newsworthy events.

Vestry Leadership & Members
Alfred "esmar, Senior Warden

Julia Koster, Junior Warden
Kate Benner, Brian Cordova-Brookey,  

Kaye Edwards, Elizabeth Field,  
Debby Hailey, Fruzsina Harsanyi,  

Apiyo Oloya, Jack Rei%er, Brian Schoeneman, 
Matthew Taylor, Trey Whitworth, and Jess Unger, 

Members
Anya Kleymenova, Treasurer 

Jane Reichard, Assistant Treasurer 
Will Priest, Secretary

Harker Rhodes, Parish Counsel

Head Usher—James H. Czerwonky
Head Greeters—Eleanor and Peter Odom

Heads of Flower Guild
Pat Dalby and Katherine Kyle

Clergy & Sta!
"e Rev. Robert W. Fisher, Rector
"e Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell, Associate Rector  

for Family Ministry and Pastoral Care
"e Rev. Eric Bailey, Assistant Priest for Parish Life  

and New Member Ministry
"e Rev. Cn. Maurice Dyer, Assisting Priest
"e Rev. William Morris, Assisting Priest  

for Engaging Local Communities
Brent Erstad, Director of Music and Organist
Linda Morgan Stowe and John Chappell Stowe,  

Interim Assistant Organists
John Stowe, Chief Operating O!cer
Charley Gri!n, Parish Administrator
Lisa Koehler, Program Associate and  

Executive Assistant to the Rector
Javier Obregon, Sexton
GeeGee Bryant, David Gamboa, and  

John Queen, Assistant Sextons
Anne Stone, Publications

ST. JOHN’S MISSION STATEMENT
St. John’s shines as a beacon of God’s love through faith, worship, care, and community,

and o%ers a place of grace at our historic corner in the nation’s capital.
Parish House

1525 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005-1005
(202) 347-8766   )   www.stjohns-dc.org


