
St. John’s is a church for people of all races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations, 
and viewpoints grounded in love. Whoever you are, we welcome you.

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 10, 2026  )  Holy Eucharist at 9 and 11 a.m.



Welcome to St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square.  
All are invited to participate in the service as able. Congregational responses appear in bold. 

Nursery care is available "om 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the second #oor of the Parish House. 
Prayer cards are provided at the entrance of the church. You are invited to write your prayers and place them  

in the collection plate. Your prayers will be blessed and will be prayed for by a priest during the week.
Please re"ain "om taking photos and videos during services.

VOLUNTARY  Prélude from 24 Pièces en style libre Louis Vierne (1870–1937)

HYMN 544     Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Sung by all. Please stand as you are able as the procession enters. 
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THE WORD OF GOD
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People !e Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA (S-278)   Sung by all.  William Mathias (1934–1992)
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Priest #e Lord be with you.
People And also with you. 
Priest Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour 
into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 
your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING  Acts 17:22-31
Please be seated. 9 a.m. Read by Richard Greene. 11 a.m. Read by Betsy Danello.

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every 
way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among 
them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 
proclaim to you. #e God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made 
all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of 
the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and $nd 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 
as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his o%spring.’ Since we are God’s o%spring, 
we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and 
imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands 
all people everywhere to repent, because he has $xed a day on which he will have the world judged in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him 
from the dead.”

Reader #e Word of the Lord. 
People !anks be to God.
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PSALM 66:7-18 9 a.m. Led by Riley Temple, said responsively by half verse. 
 11 a.m. Sung by the choir; chant by Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810–1876)

Bless our God, you peoples; *  
make the voice of his praise to be heard;

Who holds our souls in life, *  
and will not allow our feet to slip.

For you, O God, have proved us; *  
you have tried us just as silver is tried.

You brought us into the snare; *  
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

You let enemies ride over our heads;
we went through $re and water; *  

but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.

I will enter your house with burnt-o%erings and will pay you my vows, *  
which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.

I will o%er you sacri$ces of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; *  
I will give you oxen and goats.

Come and listen, all you who fear God, *  
and I will tell you what he has done for me.

I called out to him with my mouth, *  
and his praise was on my tongue.

If I had found evil in my heart, *  
the Lord would not have heard me;

But in truth God has heard me; *  
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.

Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *  
nor withheld his love from me.

Children’s Chapel in the Parish House: All who wish may gather in "ont of the pulpit during the hymn and will return 
at the Peace. Parents are encouraged to accompany children younger than three. 
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GRADUAL HYMN 513       Like the murmur of the dove’s song
Sung by all, standing as you are able. Stanzas 1 & 2 will be sung before the Gospel, stanza 3 a$er.

THE HOLY GOSPEL     John 14:15-21
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest #e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, to be with you forever. #is is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 
you. I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, 
but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me, and I in you. #ey who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; 
and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”   

Priest #e Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Following the Gospel, all sing stanza 3 of the gradual hymn.
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THE SERMON   #e Rev. Robert W. Fisher

THE NICENE CREED   
Please stand as you are able.

Let us a)rm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
!rough him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was cruci%ed under Pontius Pilate; he su&ered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glori%ed.  He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                     9 a.m. Led by Andrew Clarke.
Please remain standing as you are able.            11 a.m. Led by Tony Anikee%.

Intercessor Let us pray for the Church and for the world: Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess 
your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the 
world. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor For the communities of St. John’s and our companion relationships with the Anglican Church 
of Southern Africa* and the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, 
for St. Dunstan’s Church, Bethesda. For Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Mariann, our Bishop; 
and Eugene, our Assistant Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good. For Donald, our President, and for the 
leaders of Congress, the Supreme Court, and all who are in authority. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 
in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, especially . . . Grant that we may serve Christ 
in them, and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.

* In particular, Kwasa College in the Diocese of the Highveld.
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Intercessor Comfort and heal all those who su% er in body, mind, or spirit, especially . . . Give them courage 
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.

Intercessor We commend to your mercy all who have died, . . . , that your will for them may be ful$ lled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer.

Priest Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers 
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION
Priest Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence.
All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have le'  undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Priest Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Priest # e peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
Please be seated.

THE HOLY COMMUNION  
You may make an o% ering by placing your donation in the plate, or use this QR code to pay electronically. 
A donation via this code can go only to o% erings and not to pledges or any other speci& c funds.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    If ye love me Philip Wilby (b. 1949)
Sung by the choir.  

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another comforter, 
that he may abide with you forever; e’en the Spirit of Truth. And ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, 
and shall be in you.  I will not leave you comfortless. I will come to you.
—John 14:15-18
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HYMN 383     Fairest Lord Jesus
Sung by all, standing as you are able.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest #e Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Priest Li, up your hearts.
People We li' them to the Lord.

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. But chie/y are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacri$ced for us, and has taken away the sin 
of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting 
life. #erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS (S-128)   Sung by all.  William Mathias

Please stand or kneel as you are able. 'e priest continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made /esh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out 
of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: #is is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

A,er supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: #is is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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#erefore, according to his command, O Father,

People We remember his death,  
we proclaim his resurrection,  
we await his coming in glory.

And we o%er our sacri$ce of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all, presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gi,s that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacri$ce, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sancti$ed by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things 
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the $rstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Priest And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

FRACTION ANTHEM (S-164)     Franz Peter Schubert (1797–1828)
Sung by all.  arr. Richard Proulx (1937–2010)
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Priest #e Gi,s of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Wait for an usher to call your 
pew to come forward. You will &rst be handed a wafer by a priest (gluten-"ee wafers are available by request) and 
then o%ered wine by a lay server. You may either sip the wine or dip your wafer into the wine. Receiving the bread 
alone is a valid way to share in the Eucharist. Parents may decide if their children receive the bread and/or wine. 
All may instead signal their desire to be blessed by the priest by crossing their arms over their chest.

COMMUNION ANTHEM    I am the true vine Peter Aston (1938–2013)
Sung by the choir.

I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. Every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that 
it may bring forth more fruit. I am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit. Herein is my Father glori$ed, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye 
be my disciples. As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. #is is my 
commandment, that ye love one another as I have loved you.
—John 15:1-2, 5, 8-9, 12
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HYMN 593   Sung by all, seated.     Lord, make us servants of your peace
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   
Please stand or kneel as you are able.

Priest Let us pray.
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

When scheduled, the Priest o%ers a communion kit to any Lay Eucharistic Minister doing a home visit, saying
On behalf of God and St. John’s Church, I send you forth bearing these holy gi,s that those whom you 
will visit may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Priest Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the 

way with us. So be swi, to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

HYMN 400     All creatures of our God and King
Sung by all, standing as you are able.
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THE DISMISSAL
Priest Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia.
People !anks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

VOLUNTARY  Prelude in C Major, bwv 546 J. S. Bach (1685–1750)
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THE FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD,
and in thanksgiving for the wedding yesterday of  

Faith Elizabeth Morey and Elliot Alderman Howe.

ASSISTING AT THE 9 A.M. SERVICE
Mike DuMond, Crucifer  |  Fruzsina Harsanyi and Hilary West, Chalice Bearers  

Richard Young, Assistant Head Usher | Julia Koster and Kenny Kra,, Ushers 

Susan Valaskovic and Susan Welch, Greeters 

Julia Koster and Ryan Toney, Flower Guild

ASSISTING AT THE 11 A.M. SERVICE
Rachel Pepper, Crucifer  |  Walt Ehrich and Cooper #esmar, Acolytes 

Kevin Cordova-Brookey and Joanne Hutton, Chalice Bearers 

Matt Bode, Assistant Head Usher 

Brian Cordova-Brookey, Doug Estes, and Michele Mullins, Ushers 
Krista Bradley and Larry Bradley, Greeters  
Julia Koster and Ryan Toney, Flower Guild 

Jeremy Sheeler, Livestream Technician

Please help us be good stewards of the environment.  
If you do not wish to take this bulletin home a!er the service,  

you may leave it at the end of the pew as you depart or place it in a blue recycling bin.

ARE YOU NEW TO ST. JOHN’S?
Please let us know who you are and how we can best serve you by &lling out a “Welcome” card and leaving it in the  
o%ering plate or with an usher or greeter.  Free valet parking is available "om 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Sundays;  
look for the valet sign at the corner of 16th and H streets, NW.  Find us on Instagram at @stjohnschurchlafayettesquare or 
visit stjohns-dc.org for more about our o%erings and how to get in touch. 

Reading and Gospel: From the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States  
of America. All rights reserved. Used by permission.   )��Collect and Psalm: From the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.  )��Music images reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-701275. 
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Announcements for the  
Week of May 10

TODAY AT ST. JOHN’S

Children’s Chapel o!ered during the sermon at 9 and 11 a.m.
Preaching this morning: !e Rev. Rob Fisher

 8 a.m. Eucharist with Sermon
  Parish Choir (Parish House Fourth Floor)

 8:30 a.m. Nursery—available until 12:30 p.m. 
(Parish House Second Floor) 

 9 a.m. Choral Eucharist with Sermon

 10 a.m. Co!ee Hour (Plaza, weather permitting,  
or Parish House First Floor)

  Speaker Series (Togo West Parlor; see page 2)
  Church School (Parish House Second Floor)
  Youth Group (Parish House Second Floor)
  Adult Bible Study (Parish House "ird Floor)
  St. John’s Choir (Parish House Fourth Floor)

 11 a.m. Choral Eucharist with Sermon

 Noon Co!ee Hour (Plaza, weather permitting,  
or Parish House First Floor)

FLOWER DELIVERIES
Help us brighten the day of parishioners by taking them 
#owers, located in the side chapel most Sundays of the year. 
A card is attached to each vase with contact information. 
Today a !ower delivery is needed to: Park Road, NW.

COURAGE AND JOY AWARD 
Honoring Christopher Alora today at 11 a.m.
"e Rt. Rev. Mariann Budde is honoring people across 
the diocese whose Christian witness inspires courage and 
joy. During the 11 a.m. service today, we will recognize 
St. John’s 2026 recipient, Christopher Alora. Chris, who 
began attending in early 2025, has a gi$ for making others 
feel seen and valued. He is a hardworking young person and 
was recently promoted to Chief Warrant O%cer "ree in 
the U.S. National Guard. Chris is respected and loved by 
friends, family members, and colleagues alike. Please join 
us to show your appreciation for his positive impact on the 
community as the Rev. Amanda Akes-Cardwell presents 
the award on behalf of the bishop.

SERVICE SCHEDULE | May 11–17

Monday—12:10 p.m.—Eucharist
Tuesday—12:10 p.m.—Eucharist
Wednesday—12:10 p.m.—Eucharist
!ursday—12:10 p.m.—Eucharist
Friday—12:10 p.m.—Noonday Prayer

Sunday—"e Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell, Preacher
 8 a.m.  Eucharist with Sermon
 9 a.m. Choral Eucharist with Sermon
 11 a.m. Choral Eucharist with Sermon
Children’s Chapel o!ered during the sermon at 9 and 11 a.m.

 

Visit stjohns-dc.org/connect/newsletters to subscribe to our weekly e-newsletter ("e Word) and other parish email lists.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

Monday, May 11
 6:15 p.m.  Lawyers’ AA (Togo West Parlor)

Tuesday, May 12
 1 p.m.  Sta! Meeting (Togo West Parlor)
 6 p.m. Vestry Meeting (Togo West Parlor)

Wednesday, May 13
 4:30 p.m. Chorister Rehearsal
 6 p.m. WIN Election Event (Togo West Parlor;  

see “Coming Up” next column)

!ursday, May 14
 4:30 p.m. Chorister Rehearsal
 7 p.m.  Parish Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, May 16
 10:30 a.m.  Grace’s Table (see below)

GRACE’S TABLE 
!ird Saturdays, from 10:30 a.m to 12:30 p.m. 
Upcoming dates: May 16 and June 20
Grace’s Table is an outreach partnership between St. John’s  
and Grace Episcopal Church in Georgetown. Every third 
Saturday of the month, a group from St. John’s prepares and 
serves a meal at Grace to folks who are unhoused or at risk 
of losing their housing. "is is a wonderful opportunity 
to get to know other St. John’s parishioners and to spread 
God’s loving kindness in our community. Contact leader 
Elizabeth Field using the Connect: Ministry Directory tab 
of our website with questions or to volunteer.

SPEAKER SERIES

"e Speaker Series is held most Sundays from September 
through May at 10 a.m. in the Togo West Parlor on the 
&rst #oor of the Parish House. An audio recording will be 
available on our website the week a$er each talk.

May 10: William Watson, St. John’s 
Choir member and musicologist, will 
lead a discussion about Mary Howe 
(1882–1964), a socialite, composer, 
and arts philanthropist who greatly 
in#uenced the arts in Washington, DC.

May 17: Michael Robert Auslin, 
historian and author, will discuss his 
latest book in this eponymous talk, 
National Treasure: How the Declaration 
of Independence Made America.

!is concludes the 2025–2026 Speaker Series. Tune in 
later in the  summer for the kicko" speaker for 2026–2027.

COMING UP

SEEK A MORE JUST DC ELECTION AGENDA: 
WASHINGTON INTERFAITH NETWORK (WIN)
Listening Session: Wednesday, May 13, at 6 p.m. 
Candidates’ Forum Sunday, May 17, 3–5 p.m.
"e June 16 DC primary will be one of the most 
consequential elections the city has seen in a generation. 
Please seize your chance to hear from candidates in person 
and show your support for faith-driven policies!
On Wednesday, May 13, at 6 p.m., join us in Togo West 
Parlor for a listening session: Share your concerns, hopes, 
and dreams for DC and our new representatives. (Sign up 
at bit.ly/sjc-win-listen)
On Sunday, May 17, 3–5 p.m., attend WIN’s candidates’ 
forum at Union Temple Baptist Church (1225 W Street, 
SE) and be counted as a DC voter and St. John’s member 
seeking justice for all DC residents. (Sign up at bit.ly/sjc-
win-candidates)
Questions? Connect with Sarah Wood via stjohns-dc.org 
(Connect: Ministry Directory: Samaritan Ministry).
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RECOGNIZING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
Submit names by Sunday, May 17  
Recognition on Sunday, May 31, at 11 a.m.
Each spring, St. John’s recognizes the graduating high 
school seniors in our parish. "is year’s recognition will 
take place on Sunday, May 31, at the 11 a.m. service. If you 
have (or are) a youth graduating from high school this year, 
please let us know by contacting the Rev. Eric Bailey via 
the About: Leadership tab of our website. Please include 
a recent photo, name of high school, a favorite St. John’s 
memory or connection, and any plans a$er graduation. "e 
deadline for submissions is Sunday, May 17. We’d love to 
hear from you even if you cannot attend the service.

PENTECOST CELEBRATIONS 
Sunday, May 24, at 11 a.m., with reception to follow
On the Day of Pentecost, we remember the coming of the 
Holy Spirit to the disciples and the birth of the early church. 
We will commemorate the day with baptisms at the 11 a.m. 
service. We will also recognize our parishioners who were 
con&rmed at Washington National Cathedral earlier this 
month. Weather permitting, the 11 a.m. service will be 
followed by a cake reception on the Plaza. Please come and 
greet as we gather to celebrate these parishioners and mark 
the feast of Pentecost together.

CHORAL EVENSONG 
Wednesday, May 27, at 5:30 p.m. 
Sung by the St. John’s Choir, Parish Choir, and Choristers
St. John’s o!ers Evensong on the last Wednesday of most 
months from September through May, beginning at 5:30 
p.m. and followed by a reception in Togo West Parlor. 
Validated parking is available until 7 p.m. in the Colonial 
parking garage at 818 Connecticut Avenue, NW. Ask an 
usher for a validation ticket before or a$er the service. "e 
service will also be available via livestream. 

Pictured: Skylark Vocal Ensemble (see next column for details)

SKYLARK VOCAL ENSEMBLE IN CONCERT 
Sunday, May 31, at 2 p.m. | Ticketed event
Save the date for a performance by Skylark, one of America’s 
leading vocal ensembles. "eir program, “Clear Voices in 
the Dark,” pairs music from the American Civil War with 
Poulenc’s Figure Humain, which was composed in secret 
during the Nazi occupation of France in 1943—two 
moments of national crisis and the music that arose from 
them. "e recording earned two Grammy nominations, 
including Best Choral Performance. "is tour is supported 
by the National Endowment for the Arts and Marriott 
Family Philanthropies. We hope you will join us on Trinity 
Sunday for this exciting performance at St. John’s. Purchase 
tickets at www.skylarkensemble.org/clearvoices2026.

ST. JOHN’S BOOK GROUP                
!ursday, June 4, at 7 p.m.
Please join us via Zoom to discuss the 
novel 33 Place Brugmann by Alice 
Austen. Set in World War II in Nazi-
occupied Brussels, the story centers 
on the mysterious disappearance of a 
Jewish family and their art collection. 
"e book group typically meets the &rst "ursday of the 
month at 7 p.m. For information and the link, contact us 
via the directory at stjohns-dc.org/connect/directory. 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE STARTS JUNE 7
On Sunday, June 7, we usher in our summer schedule—
moving to two Sunday services (8 a.m. spoken, 10:30 a.m.  
with music) until a$er Labor Day. Nursery care will be 
available each Sunday from 10 a.m. to noon, and Children’s 
Chapel will be o!ered at the 10:30 a.m. service. Valet 
parking will be available on Sundays, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

NEWS & NOTICES

SUMMER SABBATICAL FOR THE RECTOR
Our rector, the Rev. Rob Fisher, will be taking sabbatical 
time this summer, from June 1 through August 17. Our 
clergy, sta!, and lay leaders are preparing to cover the 
pastoral, liturgical, and operational needs of the church 
during Rob’s time away.
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CLERGY TRANSITION            
A$er four years of faithful, 
thoughtful service as our associate 
rector, the Rev. Sarah Akes-
Cardwell has accepted a call as 
Rector of the Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Silver Spring. Sarah’s last Sunday with us will 
be July 12. We will gather to celebrate her ministry on that 
day. More details will follow soon.
"is is a wonderful and well-deserved next step, and while 
we will miss Sarah, we celebrate with her and give thanks 
for all she has given this community—in the pulpit, in the 
Sunday school classrooms, at the altar, and at the bedside. 
Please hold Sarah, Amanda, and Sam in your prayers as 
they step into this new chapter. 
We have formed a small committee, which will be under 
the leadership of Debby Hailey, to seek and hire a new 
minister for children and families who will join the sta! in 
time for the new program year in the fall.

PLEASE PLEDGE TO ST. JOHN’S 
As of Tuesday, May 5, we had received 276 pledges, 
totaling commitments of $1,124,255 for the current year. 
Your pledge signals an intent to o!er &nancial support to 
St. John’s in 2026. It can be ful&lled in a one-time annual 
payment, or it can be paid weekly, monthly, or on the 
schedule of your choosing. Make your pledge online on 
our website (stjohns-dc.org/give/pledge) or by returning a 
pledge card either by mail to the church o%ce or by placing 
it in the o!ering plate on Sunday. "ank you!

TWO NEW BOOKS TO BE RELEASED  
BY THE REV. NANCY JAMES
"e Rev. Nancy James, a longtime friend of St. John’s who 
leads many of our midweek services, is about to release two 
volumes of a translation and interpretation of Christian 
mystic Madame Guyon’s commentaries on Matthew. "e 
new books are already receiving positive reviews. More 
information can be found at nancycjames.com.

FEDERAL WORKERS | Giving or receiving support
Many of our parishioners have been a!ected by layo!s in 
the federal government. If you are seeking help—or if you 
have help to o!er—please complete our survey at bit.ly/
sjc-federal-survey with the details of what you need or can 
provide. You can also reach out to Jordan Baugh, our point 
person for this ministry, via the directory on our website.

PARISH LUNCH SCHEDULE AND HOSTS 
Most Sundays a"er the 11 a.m. service
Sunday lunch at St. John’s is a longtime tradition in which 
every member and every visitor can participate. It’s a great 
opportunity to catch up with old friends and make new 
ones—a time for fellowship and for hearing another’s 
story. "e lunch is held most Sundays in the Parish House. 
Contributions of $5 for adults and young people 13 and 
over and $2 for children under 13 are requested to help 
defray the costs of the lunch. All are welcome. Valet parking 
hours are extended to 2 p.m. any Sunday with a parish lunch. 
"e Sunday lunch tradition relies on volunteers to prepare 
and serve the meal—which is why we encourage individuals, 
families, groups, or ministries to host at least once per 
program year. Hosts may be reimbursed for expenses or 
receive a tax receipt. Not sure what’s involved? Want to 
claim a future date? Contact Parish Lunch coordinator 
Holly Sukenik at stjohns-dc.org/connect/directory. 

 May 10 No Lunch: Mothers Day
 May 17 Care of Creation
 May 24 No Lunch: Memorial Day Weekend             
 May 31 Host still needed

FOR THOSE SEEKING TO BE BAPTIZED
If you are interested in baptism for yourself or for a child, 
please contact Lisa Koehler via the About: Leadership tab 
on our website. Please note that the parents or grandparents 
of children being baptized must be active, pledging 
members of St. John’s. Adults interested in baptism must 
also attend an Adult Inquirers’ Class, o!ered twice a year, 
and be active, pledging participants in the life of the parish. 
Upcoming dates for baptism and required pre-baptismal 
classes with the clergy at St. John’s include: 

Sunday, May 24, at 11 a.m.  
Class: Saturday, May 23, at 10 a.m. 

Sunday, November 1, at 9 a.m.  
Class: Saturday, October 31, at 10 a.m.
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FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

NURSERY CARE | Sundays, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Infants and children are welcome at all worship services. 
Nursery care is also available most Sundays for infants and 
children up to age three. " e nursery meets in the Godly 
Play Classroom #2 on the second # oor of the Parish House. 

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL 
Sundays during the sermon at 9 and 11 a.m. worship
Most Sundays, kids from birth through grade 5 are invited 
to participate in a special liturgy just for them during the 
sermon at 9 and 11 a.m. services. Children gather by the 
pulpit during the gradual hymn and process to the Parish 
House for a song, homily, and prayer time, returning to 
the sanctuary at the Peace. Parents may accompany their 
children and are encouraged to do so for those younger than 
three. Children are also welcome to stay and worship in the 
main sanctuary. Questions? Contact the Rev. Sarah Akes-
Cardwell via the About: Leadership tab on our website.

CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES
Sundays, 10–10:50 a.m., from September through May 
Children in pre-K through & $ h grade may participate in 
Church School on the second # oor of the Parish House 
most Sundays of the school year. For information, contact 
the Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell via the About: Leadership
tab on our website. 

YOUTH GROUP 
Sundays, 10–10:50 a.m., from September through May    
Most Sundays from September through May, middle and 
high school youth are invited to the second # oor of the 
Parish House for an exploration of life and faith with their 
peers. Questions? Contact the Rev. Eric Bailey via the 
About: Leadership tab on our website.

CHORISTER PROGRAM | September through May
We o! er a choir for children and youth with unchanged 
(treble) voices. " rough a custom-made curriculum, 
singers receive training in sight reading, vocal production, 
music theory, liturgy, and leadership, and become part 
of a vibrant community of music makers. To learn more 
or express interest, contact Brent Erstad via the About: 
Leadership tab on our website. 

THE ACOLYTE MINISTRY | September through May
Youth in 6th grade and above are welcome to participate 
during worship services, serving as torch bearers or crucifers 
and helping set the altar for communion. Contact Vincent 
Scauzzo via stjohns-dc.org/connect/directory for details.

REMINDERS

ADULT BIBLE STUDY | Most Sundays at 10 a.m.
" is group gathers most Sunday mornings, using a hybrid 
approach, with some joining via Zoom and others in 
person. Conversations explore the connections with the 
Sunday lectionary lessons and sermons. From Easter to 
Pentecost we are studying Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. 
For information, notes, and the Zoom link, contact Jack 
Rei! er via the Ministry Directory at stjohns-dc.org.

FLOWER MEMORIALS AND THANKSGIVINGS
Flowers in the church and Parish House are made possible 
by gi$ s and are o$ en dedicated to the memory of a loved 
one or to mark a birth or birthday, wedding, anniversary, 
graduation, or other special event. To make a dedication, 
pick up a # ower card at the entrance to the church.

MAKE A PLEDGE TO ST. JOHN’S
A pledge is a commitment of & nancial support 
payable over the course of a year that enables us 
to plan the work that we undertake in mission 
and ministry. You can indicate a pledge commitment using 
this QR code or by visiting the Give tab on our website.

LISTEN AGAIN TO SUNDAY SERMONS
To listen to past sermons or speaker series,
visit our website, scan this QR code or search 
for “St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square” in the 
Podcast app on your device. 
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JOIN A MINISTRY GROUP
Explore our many ministry groups at www.stjohns-dc.org, 
and contact the leaders via our online Ministry Directory 
for details or to sign up.

LIVESTREAMED SERVICES
"e weekly 11 a.m. Sunday service is broadcast on our 
website and available for replay, as are evensongs and 
occasional other special services and events.

SECURITY MEASURES AT ST. JOHN’S
St. John’s identity as a congregation is shaped by our urban 
location in the nation’s capital. We seek to welcome all to 
our services and activities with dignity, while ensuring the 
safety and well-being of those who worship in our facilities. 
We hire security personnel for Sundays and special services 
as a low-key, proactive presence prepared to respond quickly 
and respectfully to any needs that may arise.

PRAYER & PASTORAL CARE

Praying for those in need is an important part of our life 
together. Contact the Pastoral Care team via the Connect: 
Ministry Directory tab at stjohns-dc.org to add yourself, 
family, or friends to our prayer list. Names of friends and 
family who are not members of the congregation are 
followed by the name of the parishioner making the request.

Our prayers are requested for the special needs and 
concerns of this congregation, especially:

those who are sick, recovering, or grieving
Friends and family of our parish: Patricia Akes (Sarah and 
Amanda Akes-Cardwell), Robert Bliss (Katherine Bliss 
and Mark Dennis), Chad (Wendy Fibison), Jim DeBello 
(Grace Barrett), Dru Dowdy (Frances S. Tyler), Bradley 
Eayrs ( Jack Rei!er), Walt Eccard (Margaret Depue), Ed 
Eder ( Joanne and Powell Hutton), Laurie Feldon (Eleanor 
and Peter Odom), Bob and Heather Gilbert (Andrea 
Winchell), Chantay Gri%n (Charley Gri%n and Gee 
Gee Bryant), Linda Young Gsell (Rick Young), Morgan 
Hickenlooper (Livy More), Doug Holy ( Joanne Hutton), 
Jack (Marta Cook and Cal Trepagnier), Latithia and 

Charles Jones (GeeGee Bryant), Olivia Kehoe (Kat Kehoe), 
Elizabeth Lee (Clayton Crawford), Jane Lee (Claire Kim 
and Jess Unger), William Markiewicz (Matthew Taylor), 
Jim Martella (Livy More), Tammy McCleaf (Matthew 
Taylor), Nell Montgomery (Brandon Montgomery), 
Ann Petrosky ( Johnathan Miller), Susan Price (Richard 
Price), Scott (Marta Cook and Cal Trepagnier), Nancy 
Stephenson (Ann and John Gardner), Ashley M. Smith 
(Marta Cook and Cal Trepagnier), Mackenzie Toland 
(Wendy J. Fibison), Wendy Willett (Meg Carter and 
Doug Arnold), Caleb Williams (Alfred "esmar), Darrel 
Williams (Caleb and James Hays-Reilly), Edward Leland 
Williams II (Virginia Bader), Bess Williamson (Wendy 
Fibison), Andrew Woods ( Johnathan Miller), and Judith 
York (Caroline Fisher).

those who are in assisted living
From our parish: Milton Chamberlain, Marcella Odom, 
Becky Schergens, Suzanne Whitmore, and Mary Wilson. 
Friends and family of our parish: David Brown (Lisa 
Koehler), Bob Chrystal, Sr. (Chris Jones), Denise T. Griggs 
(Ginny Griggs), Veronica Jones (Chris Jones), Lori LaPoint 
(Brent Erstad), Yvonne Rei!er ( Jack Rei!er), and Carl 
Wright (Frank and Nancy Klotz).

those who are in hospice care
Friends and family of our parish: Wilma Daubs  
(Kay Gilley) and Joel King (Susan Cardwell).

those in our parish celebrating a birthday 
Sarah Agnew, Aimee Azzarello, Stephanie Bode, Isabel 
Dennis, Allison Eydt, Philip Faris, Eric Generous, Anna 
Hallett, Whitley Herndon, Grace Kozlowski, Marcus 
Lemon, George Miller, Kristian Robischon, Alex Stolar, 
Tim Stuart, Hilary West, and Sarah Yi.

those in our parish celebrating an anniversary 
Katherine and Michael Aschieris, Kate and K.C. Foreman, 
Kelly and Matt Hallett, Katherine and Patrick Hanniford, 
and Peter and Summer Hardinge.

those on the front lines
Friends and family of our parish: Janie Abernethy 
(Elizabeth Lewis and David Abernethy), Philip L. Faris 
(Caroline and Steve Faris), and Charles Lewis, Jr. (Charles 
Lewis, Sr.).
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Contact Pastoral Care at Connect: Ministry Directory on our website to add, remove, or change a status on the prayer list.



WELCOME!
At St. John’s Church, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world. Empowered 
by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship, become 
a community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the world.
St. John’s was organized in 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the neighborhoods 
in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and it was 
consecrated on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the 
o!ce of President of the United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been 
communicants. "us, St. John’s is o#en referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s 
Pew. "e architect of the church was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S. 
Capitol and the White House a#er the War of 1812. Twenty-$ve of the stained glass windows in St. John’s 
were designed and executed by artisans of the noted Lorin $rm of Chartres, France.
If you are visiting, please $ll out the visitor information card found at the end of each pew to enable us to 
welcome you personally into the life of our parish. 
St. John’s website (www.stjohns-dc.org) has up-to-date information about the church including the 
Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, and newsworthy events.

Vestry Leadership & Members
Alfred "esmar, Senior Warden

Julia Koster, Junior Warden
Kate Benner, Brian Cordova-Brookey,  

Kaye Edwards, Elizabeth Field,  
Debby Hailey, Fruzsina Harsanyi,  

Apiyo Oloya, Jack Rei%er, Brian Schoeneman, 
Matthew Taylor, Trey Whitworth, and Jess Unger, 

Members
Anya Kleymenova, Treasurer 

Jane Reichard, Assistant Treasurer 
Will Priest, Secretary

Harker Rhodes, Parish Counsel

Head Usher—James H. Czerwonky
Head Greeters—Eleanor and Peter Odom

Heads of Flower Guild
Pat Dalby and Katherine Kyle

Clergy & Sta!
"e Rev. Robert W. Fisher, Rector
"e Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell, Associate Rector  

for Family Ministry and Pastoral Care
"e Rev. Eric Bailey, Assistant Priest for Parish Life  

and New Member Ministry
"e Rev. Cn. Maurice Dyer, Assisting Priest
"e Rev. William Morris, Assisting Priest  

for Engaging Local Communities
Brent Erstad, Director of Music and Organist
Linda Morgan Stowe and John Chappell Stowe,  

Interim Assistant Organists
John Stowe, Chief Operating O!cer
Charley Gri!n, Parish Administrator
Lisa Koehler, Program Associate and  

Executive Assistant to the Rector
Javier Obregon, Sexton
GeeGee Bryant, David Gamboa, and  

John Queen, Assistant Sextons
Anne Stone, Publications

ST. JOHN’S MISSION STATEMENT
St. John’s shines as a beacon of God’s love through faith, worship, care, and community,

and o%ers a place of grace at our historic corner in the nation’s capital.
Parish House

1525 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005-1005
(202) 347-8766   )   www.stjohns-dc.org


