
St. John’s is a church for people of all races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations, 
and viewpoints grounded in love. Whoever you are, we welcome you.

MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 17, 2025  F  Holy Eucharist at Noon
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Welcome to St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square.  
All are invited to participate in the service as able. Congregational responses appear in bold.  

Prayer cards are provided at the entrance of the church. You are invited to write your prayers and place them  
in the collection plate. Your prayers will be blessed and will be prayed for by a priest during the week.

VOLUNTARY 	 Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele, BWV 654	 J.S. Bach (1685–1750)

HYMN 445   	 	 Praise to the Holiest in the height
Sung by all. Please stand as you are able as the procession enters.	
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THE WORD OF GOD
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest	 Blessed be the God of our salvation:
People	 Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

KYRIE   	 Mass for Five Voices	 William Byrd (c. 1540–1623)
Sung by the choir.	

Kyrie eleison.  
Christe eleison.  
Kyrie eleison.	

Lord, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Priest	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you. 
Priest	 Let us pray.

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING		  1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Please be seated.		  Read by Jack Reiffer.

I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often 
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Reader	 The Word of the Lord. 
People	 Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 116:1, 10-17	 Chanted by the choir.

I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *  
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.

How shall I repay the Lord *  
for all the good things he has done for me?

I will lift up the cup of salvation *  
and call upon the Name of the Lord.

I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *  
in the presence of all his people.

Precious in the sight of the Lord *  
is the death of his servants.

O Lord, I am your servant; *  
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  
you have freed me from my bonds.

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  
and call upon the Name of the Lord.

I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *  
in the presence of all his people,

In the courts of the Lord’s house, *  
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

GRADUAL HYMN 315   	 	 Thou, who at thy first Eucharist didst pray
Sung by all, standing as you are able. Stanza 1 will be sung before the Gospel, stanza 2 after.



5



6

THE HOLY GOSPEL   	 	 John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Please remain standing as you are able.

Gospeller	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world 
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil 
had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 
going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 
tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus 
answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him,  
“You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon 
Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not 
all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them,  
“Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is 
what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, 
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you 
know these things, you are blessed if you do them.

“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified 
in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you 
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going,  
you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.”

Gospeller	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Following the Gospel, all sing stanza 2 of the gradual hymn.

THE SERMON	  	 The Rev. Dcn. Eric Bailey
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THE RITE OF WASHING THE FEET	  	

The priest says

On the night before his death, our Lord Jesus Christ emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
through washing his disciples’ feet. In this humble act, Jesus served the disciples and commanded his 
followers to do likewise. When we allow another to wash our feet, we receive our belonging in Christ. 
When we wash another’s feet, we serve the Christ who lives in them. Let us now live into the command 
to serve one another through observing this rite.

Those wishing to participate in the rite may come forward at this time.

ANTHEMS AT THE MANDATUM   		  Nicholas White (b. 1967)
Sung by the choir.	

The Lord Jesus, after he had supped with his disciples and had washed their feet, said to them:  
“Do you know what I, your Lord and Master have done to you?  
I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done.” 

Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave with you;  
peace which the world cannot give, I give to you. 

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,  
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to him. Refrain

Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. Refrain

I give you a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved you. Refrain

By this shall the world know that you are my disciples: that you have love for one another. Refrain

THE NICENE CREED
Please stand as you are able.

Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                   		  Led by Annie Simonds.
Please remain standing as you are able.       	   	

Intercessor	 In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence.

Intercessor	 For all people in their daily life and work;
People	 For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Intercessor	 For Donald, our President, the leaders of Congress, the Supreme Court, and all who are  
in authority; for this community, the nation, and the world; 

People	 For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Intercessor	 For the just and proper use of your creation; 
People	 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Intercessor	 For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People	 For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Intercessor	 For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People	 For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Intercessor	 For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and Mariann, our Bishop; and for all bishops and  
other ministers;

People	 For all who serve God in the Church.

Intercessor	 For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. Hear us, Lord;
People	 For your mercy is great.

Intercessor	 We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We will exalt you, O God our King;
People	 And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Intercessor	 We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

People	 Who put their trust in you.

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION
Intercessor	 We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence.

All	 Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Priest	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.         
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THE PEACE
Priest Th e peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please be seated.

THE HOLY COMMUNION  
You may make an off ering by placing your donation in the plate, or use this QR code to pay electronically. 
A donation via this code can go only to off erings and not to pledges or any other specifi c funds.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    Ubi caritas Maurice Durufl é (1902–1986)
Sung by the choir.

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. 
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. 
Exultemus, et in ipso iucundemur. 
Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum. 
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero. 
Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. Amen.

Where charity and love are, God is there. 
Christ’s love has gathered us into one. 
Let us rejoice and be pleased in Him. 
Let us fear, and let us love the living God. 
And may we love each other with a sincere heart. 
Where charity and love are, God is there. Amen. 

—Latin, 9th century

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please stand as you are able.

Priest Th e Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Priest Lift  up your hearts.
People We lift  them to the Lord.

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Th e priest continues 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lift ed high upon the cross, 
that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suff ering and death, he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. Th erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels 
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:
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SANCTUS   	  Mass for Five Voices	 William Byrd
Sung by the choir.	

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus Dominus, Deus Sabaoth. 
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. Osanna in 
excelsis. Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. 
Osanna in excelsis.

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 
in the highest. Blessed is he that comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Please stand or kneel as you are able. The priest continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin 
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, 
to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People	 Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Priest	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

AGNUS DEI   	  Mass for Five Voices	 William Byrd
Sung by the choir.	

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis 
pacem.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the  
sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Priest	 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Wait for an usher to call your 
pew to come forward. You will first be handed a wafer by a priest (gluten-free wafers are available by request) and 
then offered wine by a lay server. You may either sip the wine or dip your wafer into the wine. Receiving the bread 
alone is a valid way to share in the Eucharist. Parents may decide if their children receive the bread and/or wine. 
All may instead signal their desire to be blessed by the priest by crossing their arms over their chest.

COMMUNION ANTHEM   	 Ave verum corpus	 William Byrd
Sung by the choir.		

Ave verum corpus, natum de Maria Virgine, vere 
passum, immolatum in cruce pro homine cuius 
latus perforatum fluxit aqua et sanguine: esto nobis 
prægustatum in mortis examine. O Jesu dulcis,  
O Jesu pie, O Jesu, fili Mariae, miserere mei. Amen.

Hail, true Body, born of the Virgin Mary, truly 
suffered, sacrificed on the cross for mankind, 
from whose pierced side flowed water and blood: 
Be for us a foretaste of the Heavenly banquet in 
the trial of death! O sweet Jesus, O holy Jesus,  
O Jesus, son of Mary, have mercy on me. Amen. 

—14th-century hymn
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HYMN 339     		  Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness
Sung by all, seated.
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   
Please stand or kneel as you are able.

Priest	 Let us pray.
All	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Priest	 Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the 

way with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
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HYMN 329      		  Now, my tongue, the mystery telling
Sung by all, standing as you are able.

All depart in silence.

ARE YOU NEW TO ST. JOHN’S?
Please let us know who you are and how we can best serve you by filling out a “Welcome” card and leaving it in the  
offering plate or with an usher or greeter.  F  Free valet parking is available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Sundays;  
look for the valet sign at the corner of 16th and H streets, NW.  F  Find us on Instagram at @stjohnschurchlafayettesquare 
or visit stjohns-dc.org for more about our offerings and how to get in touch. 
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ASSISTING AT THIS SERVICE
 Finley Buchanan, Crucifer 

Ucheora Onwuamaegbu and Annie Simonds, Chalice Bearers  
Richard Young, Assistant Head Usher  F  Ryan Wagner, Livestream Technician

Please help us be good stewards of the environment.  
If you do not wish to take this bulletin home after the service,  

you may leave it at the end of the pew as you depart or place it in a blue recycling bin.

Reading and Gospel: From the New  Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission.   F  Collect and Psalm: From the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.  F  Music images reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701275.

Announcements—1

GOOD FRIDAY—April 18
 Noon Good Friday Service with Communion  

from the Reserved Sacrament

EASTER DAY—April 20
 8 a.m. Eucharist with Hymns
 9 a.m. Choral Eucharist with Brass and Percussion
 11 a.m. Choral Eucharist with Brass and Percussion

The Parish Office will be closed Monday and Tuesday, 
April 21 and 22, and will reopen on Wednesday, April 23.

NATIONAL ARBORETUM AZALEA WALK 
Saturday, April 26, at 10 a.m.

All ages are welcome on a walk through the azaleas at the 
National Arboretum, which are projected to be in peak 
bloom, followed by a celebration of the Eucharist. We will 
gather at the Grove of State Trees parking lot. Enter the 
arboretum from R Street or New York Avenue, NE, and 
allow extra time for slow traffic. Walking shoes, hats, and 
water bottles are encouraged, and there are picnic tables if 
you’d like to bring food. For more information and to RSVP 
or request a ride, contact the Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell via 
the About: Leadership tab of our website. Please include 
your cell phone number so we can contact you as needed.

LIVESTREAMED SERVICES

The weekly 11 a.m. Sunday service and monthly Evensong 
are broadcast and available for replay on our website, as are 
occasional other special services and events.

BAPTISMS

If you are interested in baptism for yourself or for a child, 
please contact Lisa Koehler via the About: Leadership tab 
on our website. Note that the parents or grandparents of 
children being baptized must be active, pledging members 
of St. John’s. Adults interested in baptism must also attend 
an Adult Inquirers’ Class, offered each fall and spring, and 
be active, pledging participants in the life of the parish. 

THE SPEAKER SERIES

The Speaker Series is held most Sundays from September 
through May at 10 a.m. in the Togo West Parlor on the 
first floor of the Parish House. An audio recording will be 
available on our website the week after each talk. 

April 27: The Increasing Threat of Microplastics. We 
will be joined by Dr. Jesse Meiller, a marine ecologist and 
environmental toxicologist who teaches at Georgetown 
University as part of The Earth Commons Institute, where 
she investigates microplastics in water, sediment, and 
biological communities in the Chesapeake Bay, to increase 
awareness and understanding about the environmental and 
health effects of pollution. 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
Wednesday, May 21, at 5:30 p.m.

The St. John’s Choir and Choristers sing Evensong on the 
third Wednesday of most months from September through 
May, beginning at 5:30 p.m. and followed by a reception 
in Togo West Parlor. Validated parking is available in the 
Colonial parking garage at 818 Connecticut Avenue, NW. 
Ask an usher for a validation ticket before or after the service.  
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WELCOME!
At St. John’s Church, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world. Empowered 
by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship, become 
a community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the world.

St. John’s was organized in 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the neighborhoods 
in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and it was 
consecrated on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the 
office of President of the United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been 
communicants. Thus, St. John’s is often referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s 
Pew. The architect of the church was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S. 
Capitol and the White House after the War of 1812. Twenty-five of the stained glass windows in St. John’s 
were designed and executed by artisans of the noted Lorin firm of Chartres, France.

If you are visiting, please fill out the visitor information card found at the end of each pew to enable us to 
welcome you personally into the life of our parish. 

St. John’s website (www.stjohns-dc.org) has up-to-date information about the church including the 
Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, and newsworthy events.

Vestry Leadership & Members
Nora Rigby, Senior Warden

Alfred Thesmar, Junior Warden
Tony Anikeeff, Brian Cordova-Brookey,  

Kaye Edwards, Casey Evans, Debby Hailey,  
Fruzsina Harsanyi, Julia Koster, 

Elizabeth Cavert Morrison,  
Ucheora Onwuamaegbu, Jack Reiffer,  

Matthew Taylor, and Jess Unger, Members
Nora Haugh, Treasurer 

Anya Kleymenova, Assistant Treasurer
Allie Raether, Secretary

Harker Rhodes, Parish Counsel

Head Usher—James H. Czerwonky
Head Greeters—Eleanor and Peter Odom

Heads of Flower Guild
Pat Dalby and Katherine Kyle

Worship & Program Staff
The Rev. Robert W. Fisher, Rector
The Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell, Associate Rector
The Rev. William Morris, Assisting Priest  

for Engaging Local Communities
Brent Erstad, Director of Music and Organist
Lyn Loewi, Associate Organist
The Rev. Dcn. Eric Bailey, Minister for Youth and  

Young Adults

Staff
Preston Cherouny, Chief Operating Officer
Charley Griffin, Operations Manager
Lisa Koehler, Program Associate and  

Executive Assistant to the Rector
Javier Obregon, Sexton
GeeGee Bryant, David Gamboa, and John Queen,  

Assistant Sextons
Anne Stone, Publications

ST. JOHN’S MISSION STATEMENT
St. John’s shines as a beacon of God’s love through faith, worship, care, and community,

and offers a place of grace at our historic corner in the nation’s capital.

Parish House
1525 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005-1005

(202) 347-8766   F   www.stjohns-dc.org


