THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 20, 2020 · 9:00 A.M.
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT AND HOLY EUCHARIST
Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church, Lafayette Square.

PRELUDE: Alma Redemptoris Mater Op. 45, No.5

Marcel Dupré
(1886-1971)

RECTOR’S WELCOME
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Reverend Robert W. Fisher
Rector

Priest:

The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Priest:

Let us pray.

Priest:

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your
daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for
himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.

People:

Amen.

The Reverend Savannah Ponder
Associate Rector
The Reverend William Morris
Assisting Priest for Engaging
Faith and the Workplace
Kaye Edwards
Assistant for
Church Growth
Brent Erstad
Director of Music and Organist
Samantha Scheff
Associate Organist
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
THE ANNUNCIATION
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 265 (stanzas 1 and 2)

The angel Gabriel from heaven came

Sung by all.

Words:
Music:
Copyright:

Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924)
Gabriel’s Message, Basque carol; harm. Edgar Pettman (1865-1943)
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.
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THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 76 (stanzas 1 and 2)
Sung by all.

Words:
Music:
Copyright:

Charles Coffin (1676-1749); tr. Charles Winfred Douglas (1897-1944),
after John Chandler (1806-1876); alt.
Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690;
harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889), alt.
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.
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On Jordan’s bank

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 79 (stanzas 1 and 2)
Sung by all.

Words:
Music:
Copyright:

Phillips Brooks (1835-1893)
St. Louis, Lewis H. Redner (1831-1908)
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.
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O little town of Bethlehem

THE SHEPHERDS
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 109 (stanzas 1 and 2)
Sung by all.

Words:
Music:
Copyright:

English carol, 18th cent.
The First Nowell, English carol, 17th cent.; John Stainer (18401901)
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.
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The first Nowell

THE ANGELS
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 96 (stanzas 1 and 2)

Angels we have heard on high

Sung by all.

Words:
Music:
Copyright:

French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882), alt.
Gloria, French carol; arr; Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958)
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.
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THE ADORATION
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 101 (stanzas 1 and 2)
Sung by all.

Words:
Music:
Copyright:

Traditional carol
Cradle Song, melody William James Kirkpatrick (1838-1921);
harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958).
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275
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Away in a manger

WONDER AND MAJESTY
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 87 (stanzas 1-3)

Hark! the herald angels sing

Sung by all, standing.

Words:
Music:
Copyright:

Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt.
Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); adapt. William H. Cummings (1831-1915)
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.
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Please stand.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (FORM IV)

Led by Barbara Burkhardt.

Leader:

Let us pray for the Church and for the world, responding with the words
“Hear our prayer."

Leader:

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in your
mercy.

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

For the communities of St. John’s and our companion relationships with the
Anglican Church of Southern Africa* and the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem,
and in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, for St. Thomas' Church, Washington. For
Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for our Bishops, Mariann and Chilton, and for all
bishops and other ministers. Lord, in your mercy.

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. For Donald,
our President, Joseph, President-elect, the leaders of Congress, the Supreme
Court, and for all who serve our country. Lord, in your mercy.

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in
your mercy.

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ
in them, and love one another as he loves us. For those celebrating a birthday this
week, especially Margo Arnold, Wendy Fibison, Matt Gaziano, Margaret Hampe,
Mary Blanche Hankey, Samuel Kallaur, James Kreger, RJ Lyerly, Molly Lyons,
Nancy Matthews, Nancy Mathis, and Christine Brown Stehle; for those celebrating
an anniversary this week, especially Pat and Jim Czerwonky and Suzanne and
John Whitmore; in thanksgiving for the wedding December 20 of Lauren Elizabeth
Moriarty and Clayton Joseph Crawford. Lord, in your mercy.

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; especially Jimmy
Lowe who is in hospice care; and those who are sick and who are shut-ins. Give
them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Lord, in your mercy.

People:

Hear our prayer.

* In particular, the Kwasa Centre in the Diocese of the Highveld.
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Leader:

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Caitlin Warren Archer
and Samuel Johnston Watson III in whose memories the flowers are given
today, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy.

People:

Hear our prayer.

Priest:

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully
accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

People:

Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Priest:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Priest and People:
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your
will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION
Priest:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life.

People:

Amen.

A PRAYER FOR THE 300,000
Priest:

Lord, your ways are mysterious, and your purposes unknowable. But that of
which we can be sure is that when we feel sorrow, you feel sorrow, too.
That when we suffer, you also suffer. That when we mourn, you mourn,
as well. That when our hearts are broken, so is yours. Lord, we feel that
sorrow now, that suffering now, that mourning now, and our hearts are
breaking now that in this nation 300,000 of our sisters and brothers have
already been taken from us by this disease. Yet, we know that your Son who
suffered death itself for us, is by our side, and shares our burden. So, Lord,
comfort those who have lost, protect those who remain, and take those you
have gathered into that greater light where pain, and suffering, and death itself
exist no more. Amen.

THE PEACE
Priest:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People:

And also with you.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY HYMN 56

Words:
Music:
Copyright:

O come, o come, Emmanuel

Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt.
Veni, veni, Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent.; adapt. Thomas Helmore
(1811-1890); acc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937)
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.

A PRAYER FOR STEWARDSHIP
Priest and People:
Gracious and everlasting God, the giver of all good gifts, you have blessed us
and our parish abundantly. Grant us the hope to dream and the courage to
live into our possibilities. Make us faithful stewards, both for the provision of
our necessities and for the relief of those who are in need. Bless the efforts of
our Annual Giving this year to extend the work of spiritual renewal in our
church and community of faith. Through Jesus Christ, who gave all of
himself, we offer this prayer. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please remain standing.
Priest:

The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Priest:

Lift up your hearts.

People:

We lift them to the Lord.

Priest:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Priest:

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great
triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his
appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

SANCTUS (S-125)

Copyright:

Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.
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Please stand or kneel.
Priest:

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Priest and People:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Priest:

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever.

People:

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Priest:

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Priest and People:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Priest:

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. During this
time, our practice will be to offer the bread and the wine following health guidelines. An usher will
provide communicants with hand sanitizer before the priest (who has washed his or her hands
immediately prior) places a blessed wafer into your hands. Take a few steps, remove your mask,
and consume the wafer. Blessed wine in small paper cups on a tray will be offered by a lay server.
After drinking the wine, place the cup in the basket at the end of the line.
Receiving the bread only is a valid way to share in Holy Communion. Parents may decide if their
children receive the bread and/or wine. Children may instead signal their desire to be blessed by
the priest by crossing their arms over their chest.

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION
“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us

Hymn 61
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Words:
Music:
Copyright:

Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608); tr. Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944)
Wachet auf, melody Hans Sachs (1494-1576); adapt. Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608);
arr. and harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Please stand.
Priest:

Let us pray.

Priest and People:
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the
Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send
us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful
witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Priest:

Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who
travel the way with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing
of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.

People:

Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
Priest:

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.

People:

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE:

Veni, veni, Emmanuel

Leo Sowerby
(1895-1968)

ASSISTING AT THE 9:00 A.M. SERVICE TODAY: Carl Ward, Crucifer; Thom Sinclair, Lay Minister; Pat
Dalby, Jamie Finch, Anne Harrington, Joanne Hutton, Julia Koster, and Katherine Kyle, Flower
Guild; Matt Bode and Karen Zachary, Ushers.
THE FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Caitlin Warren
Archer and Samuel Johnston Watson III.
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Special thanks to all those who have contributed to the production of this Christmas Pageant.

Baby Jesus: Beau Sanchez
Mary: Elizabeth Thesmar
Joseph: Cooper Thesmar
Elizabeth: Zoe Fisher
Star: Gloria Burkhardt
Angel of the Lord: Lily Venzke
Gabriel: Claire Montgomery
Donkey: Caroline Lehman Weng
Narrators:
Benjamin Garland
Isabel Tierney
Shepherds:
Walt Ehrich
Thomas Hailey
Friendly Beasts:
George Ehrich
Vincent Gaziano
Clara Hallett
Grant Lucio
Lauren Raab
Angels:
Lizzie Ehrich
Claire Gaziano
Lucy Herzog
Joanna Hunt
Catherine Koch
Gigi Koch
Peyton Merriott
Harper Odom
Molly Raab
Thea Trotman
Evelyn Yi
Harrison Yi
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Welcome!
AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world. Empowered
by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship, become a
community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the world.
ST JOHN’S WAS ORGANIZED IN 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the neighborhoods
in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and it was consecrated
on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the office of President of the
United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been communicants. Thus, St. John’s
is often referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s Pew. The architect of the church
was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S. Capitol and the White House after the
War of 1812. Twenty-five of the stained glass windows in St. John’s were designed and executed by artisans of
the noted Lorin firm of Chartres, France.
BROCHURES DESCRIBING PARISH LIFE, the history of St. John’s, and the Episcopal denomination can be found
in the church entrance. If you are visiting, please fill out the visitor information card found at the end of each
pew to enable us to welcome you personally into the life of our parish.
ST JOHN’S WEBSITE WWW.STJOHNS-DC.ORG has up-to-date information about the Church including the
weekly calendar, the Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, the music calendar and
newsworthy events.

Vestry
Paul Barkett, Senior Warden
Jeff Hantson, Junior Warden

Staff

Laurie Adams, Andrew Clarke,
Carolyn Crouch, Lauren Edwards,
Martha Ellison, Peter Odom, Anthony
Pegues, Scott Raab, Nora Rigby,
Jessica Sanchez, Desirée Stolar,
and Carl Ward.

Kim Carlson
Director for Operations
Preston Cherouny
Financial Secretary
Sharlyne Griffin
Receptionist

Casey Evans, Treasurer

R. J. Gravina
Program Coordinator

Sara McGanity, Assistant Treasurer
Andrew Tomlinson, Secretary

Javier Obregon, Sexton

Christopher R. Wall, Parish Counsel

GeeGee Bryant and David Gamboa,
Assistant Sextons

Head Usher
James H. Czerwonky

Parish House
1525 H Street N.W. Washington, D.C. 20005-1005
Telephone 202-347-8766
Website www.stjohns-dc.org

20

