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Words:
Music:
Copyright:

French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882), alt.
Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958)
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.

THE WORD OF GOD
Please continue to stand.
Priest:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People:

And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Priest:

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord.

People:

Amen.

A COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS
Priest:

The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Priest:

Let us pray.

Priest:

Almighty God, you have given your only begotten Son to take our nature upon him,
and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again
and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy
Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be
honor and glory, now and for ever.

People:

Amen.

THE FIRST READING

Read by Clark Ervin.

Isaiah 52:7-10

Please be seated.
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your
God reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into
singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has
redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Reader:

The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 98

Read by Michelle Mangrum.
1

Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm
has he won for himself the victory.
3 The Lord has made known his victory;
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel,
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it,
the lands and those who dwell therein.
9 Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
when he comes to judge the earth.
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world
and the peoples with equity.
Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Tone VI

Alleluia.
A hallow’d day hath dawned upon the earth;
Come, ye nations, and worship the Lord:
For on this day a great light hath descended upon the earth.
Alleluia.

THE HOLY GOSPEL

John 1:1-14

Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People:

Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.
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He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Rev. William Morris

Please be seated.
Preacher and People:
God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to
change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference. Amen.
Please stand.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Led by Matthew Taylor.

Leader:

Accept O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank
you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the
wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. Lord in your mercy,

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

We thank you for the blessings of family and friends, and for the loving care that
surrounds us on every side. Lord in your mercy,

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

We thank you for setting us at tasks that demand our best efforts, and for leading us
to accomplishments that satisfy and delight us. Lord in your mercy,

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to
acknowledge our dependence on you alone. Lord in your mercy,

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

For all who have died in the hope of resurrection, and for all the departed.
Lord in your mercy,

People:

Hear our prayer.
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Leader:

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the
example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation;
for his dying, through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life again,
in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. Lord in your mercy,

People:

Hear our prayer.

Leader:

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known;
and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things.
Lord in your mercy,

People:

Hear our prayer.

THE CONCLUDING COLLECT
Priest:

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help;
for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, now and for ever.

People:

Amen.

THE PEACE
Priest:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People:

And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Nativity Carol

John Rutter
(b. 1945)
Dena Goodman, soprano

Born in a stable so bare,
Born so long ago;
Born neath light of star
He who loved us so.
Far away, silent He lay,
Born today, your homage pay,
Christ is born for aye,
Born on Christmas Day.
Cradled by mother so fair,
Tender her lullaby;
Over her son so dear
Angel hosts fill the sky.
Far away, silent He lay,
Born today, your homage pay,
Christ is born for aye,
Born on Christmas Day.
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Wise men from distant far land,
Shepherds from starry hills
Worship this babe so rare,
Hearts with His warmth He fills.
Far away, silent He lay,
Born today, your homage pay,
Christ is born for aye,
Born on Christmas Day.
Love in that stable was born
Into our hearts to flow;
Innocent dreaming babe,
Make me Thy love to know.
Far away, silent he lay,
Born today, your homage pay,
Christ is born for aye,
Born on Christmas Day.

A PRAYER FOR STEWARDSHIP
Priest and People:
Gracious and everlasting God, the giver of all good gifts, you have blessed us
and our parish abundantly. Grant us the hope to dream and the courage to
live into our possibilities. Make us faithful stewards, both for the provision of
our necessities and for the relief of those who are in need. Bless the efforts of
our Annual Giving this year to extend the work of spiritual renewal in our
church and community of faith. Through Jesus Christ, who gave all of
himself, we offer this prayer. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Priest:

The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Priest:

Lift up your hearts.

People:

We lift them to the Lord.

Priest:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Priest:

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, God Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the
mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin
Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and
receive power to become your children.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

SANCTUS (S-125)

Copyright:

Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.

Please stand or kneel.
Priest:

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Priest and People:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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Priest:

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever.

People:

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Priest:

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Priest and People:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Priest:

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People:

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Priest:

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. During this
time, our practice will be to offer the bread and the wine following health guidelines. An usher will
provide communicants with hand sanitizer before the priest (who has washed his or her hands
immediately prior) places a blessed wafer into your hands. Take a few steps, remove your mask,
and consume the wafer. Blessed wine in small paper cups on a tray will be offered by a lay server.
After drinking the wine, place the cup in the basket at the end of the line.
Receiving the bread only is a valid way to share in Holy Communion. Parents may decide if their
children receive the bread and/or wine. Children may instead signal their desire to be blessed by
the priest by crossing their arms over their chest.

8

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION
Hymn 107

Good Christian friends, rejoice

Words:
Music:
Copyright:

John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt.
In dulci jubilo, German carol, 14th cent.; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944)
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Please stand.
Priest:

Let us pray.

Priest and People:
Gracious God, today you have united earth and heaven in sending your Son to
take our human nature. May we who have tasted heavenly things, share in the
life of Christ’s kingdom. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE BLESSING
Priest:

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of the
wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ-child be
yours this Christmas; And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you always.

People:

Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
Priest:

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People:

Thanks be to God.

VOLUNTARY: From Heaven Above to Earth I Come

Garth Edmundson
(1892-1971)

ASSISTING AT THE SERVICE TODAY: Sam Scheff, Organist; Kenny Kraft, Crucifer; Joanne Hutton,
Chalice Bearer; Pat Dalby, Jamie Finch, Anne Harrington, Joanne Hutton, Julia Koster, and
Katherine Kyle, Flower Guild; Jill Dowell and Rick Young, Ushers.
THE FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD.
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Welcome!
AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world.
Empowered by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship,
become a community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the
world.
ST JOHN’S WAS ORGANIZED IN 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the
neighborhoods in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and
it was consecrated on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the
office of President of the United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been
communicants. Thus, St. John’s is often referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s
Pew. The architect of the church was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S.
Capitol and the White House after the War of 1812. Twenty-five of the stained glass windows in St. John’s
were designed and executed by artisans of the noted Lorin firm of Chartres, France.
BROCHURES DESCRIBING PARISH LIFE, the history of St. John’s, and the Episcopal denomination can be
found in the church entrance. If you are visiting, please fill out the visitor information card found at the end of
each pew to enable us to welcome you personally into the life of our parish.
ST JOHN’S WEBSITE WWW.STJOHNS-DC.ORG has up-to-date information about the Church including the
weekly calendar, the Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, the music calendar and
newsworthy events.
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