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Virginia Theological Seminary Labyrinth
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PRELUDE

This joyful Eastertide

arr. Charles Wood
(1866–1926)

This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow.
My Love, the Crucified, hath sprung to life this morrow.
Had Christ, that once was slain, ne'er burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain: but now hath Christ arisen.
My flesh in hope shall rest, and for a season slumber:
Till trump from east to west shall wake the dead in number.
Had Christ, that once was slain, ne'er burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain: but now hath Christ arisen.
Death's flood hath lost his chill, since Jesus crossed the river:
Lover of souls, from ill my passing soul deliver.
Had Christ, that once was slain, ne'er burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain: but now hath Christ arisen.

THE WORD OF GOD
Priest:

Alleluia, alleluia! Christ is risen.

People:

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia!

Priest:

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord.

People:

Amen.

HYMN 207

Jesus Christ is risen today

Music will be led by four of our choir singers.
You may quietly sing along with them, but please remember to keep your mask on while singing.
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Words:
Music:
Copyright:

Latin, 14th cent.; tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt. St. 4, Charles Wesley (1707–1788)
Easter Hymn, from Lyra Davidica, 1708; adapt. The Compleat Psalmodist, 1749, alt., desc. Hymns
Ancient and Modern, Revised, 1950.
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Priest:

The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Priest:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death
and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy
the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your lifegiving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

People:

Amen.
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures for ever.
Let Israel now proclaim,
"His mercy endures for ever."
The Lord is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.
There is a sound of exultation and victory
in the tents of the righteous:
"The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!
the right hand of the Lord is exalted!
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!"
I shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the Lord.
The Lord has punished me sorely,
but he did not hand me over to death.
Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them;
I will offer thanks to the Lord.
"This is the gate of the Lord;
he who is righteous may enter."
I will give thanks to you, for you answered me
and have become my salvation.
The same stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes.
On this day the Lord has acted;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

THE READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MARK
Priest:

Mark 16:1-8

The reading from the Gospel of Mark.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the
first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had
already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a
white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been
raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples
and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told
you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized
them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

Priest:

The Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.
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PRAYERS BEFORE RECEIVING COMMUNION
Prayers for receiving communion from the reserved sacrament from The Scottish Episcopal Church.
Please respond with the words, “Glory to you for ever.”
Priest:

We thank you, Lord our God, for this world which you have given us; you never
cease to make it new, and you call us to work with you; you accept the work of our
hands.

People:

Glory to you for ever.

Priest:

You have made humankind in your image; each one of us is fashioned in your
likeness, and we are able to recognise your face in the faces of our brothers and
sisters.

People:

Glory to you for ever.

Priest:

You have never desired to live apart from us, and you have taught us to know you
through the Law and the Prophets, the Apostles and Evangelists, who told us the
marvellous story of your love.

People:

Glory to you for ever.

Priest:

And you have come to us
in your Son, Jesus Christ.
In him you have walked along our roads, looked at us with human eyes,
done the kind of things that we do,
and shared with us the joy that
can never be lost.

People:

Glory to you for ever.

Priest:

Now you give us his Body and Blood, and we give ourselves to you. Through the
death and resurrection of your Son, through the Holy Spirit who has been given to
us, we can make you our eternal home.

People:

Glory to you for ever.

Priest:

So, with all Christians who are gathered together today everywhere, throughout the
world, and with the great procession of your Saints, as brothers and sisters we pray
to you, as our Saviour has taught us:

Priest and People:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Do not bring us to the time of trial
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
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THE COMMUNION
The people are invited to come forward and receive.
Anthem

The strife is o’er

Henry Ley
(1887–1962)

The strife is o'er, the battle done;
Now is the Victor's triumph won;
O let the song of praise be sung.
Alleluya!
Death's mightiest powers have done their worst,
And Jesus hath his foes dispersed;
Let shouts of praise and joy outburst.
Alleluya!
On the third morn he rose again
Glorious in majesty to reign;
O let us swell the joyful strain.
Alleluya!
Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee
From death's dread sting thy servants free,
That we may live, and sing to thee.
Alleluya!
Hymn 174

At the Lamb's high feast we sing
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Words:
Music:
Copyright:

Latin, 1632; tr. Robert Campbell (1814-1868), alt.
Salzburg, melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1702); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Please stand.
Priest:

Let us pray.

Priest and People:
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the
Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send
us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful
witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Priest:

Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who
travel the way with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing
of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.

People:

Amen.
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HYMN 180

He is risen, he is risen!

Words:
Music:
Copyright:

Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), alt.
Unser Herrscher, Joachim Neander (1650-1680)
Reprinted under Onelicense.net # A-701275 .

THE DISMISSAL
Priest:

Alleluia, alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

People:

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

ASSISTING AT THE 3:00 P.M. SERVICE: Heather Hopkins, Chalice Bearer; Bob Pasley, Gay Pasley, and
Virginia Pasley, Greeters; and Rick Young, Usher.
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