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Welcome to St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square. 

Please keep your mask on for the entire service. 

 

All stand as the procession enters. 

Priest I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord;  
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live;  
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 

 I know that my Redeemer liveth,  
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth;  
and though this body be destroyed, yet shall I see God;  
whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold,  
and not as a stranger.  

 For none of us liveth to himself,  
and no man dieth to himself.  
For if we live, we live unto the Lord;  
and if we die, we die unto the Lord.  
Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s.  

 Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord;  
even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labors. 

Priest The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.  
Priest Let us pray.  

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of thy 
servant James, and grant him an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the 
fellowship of thy saints; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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THE OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 25:6-9 
Please be seated.  Read by Powell Hutton. 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of 
well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he 
will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread 
over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the 
tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for 
the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, 
so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and 
rejoice in his salvation.  

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 139              																																																			 	Sung by the choir. 

O Lord, thou hast searched me out, and known me. *  
Thou knowest my down-sitting and mine up-rising;  
thou understandest my thoughts long before. 

Thou art about my path, and about my bed, *  
and art acquainted with all my ways. 

For lo, there is not a word in my tongue, *  
but thou, O Lord, knowest it altogether.  

Thou hast beset me behind and before, *  
and laid thine hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful and excellent for me; *  
I cannot attain unto it. 

Whither shall I go then from thy Spirit? *  
or whither shall I go then from thy presence? 

If I climb up into heaven, thou art there; *  
if I go down to hell, thou art there also. 

If I take the wings of the morning, *  
and remain in the uttermost parts of the sea; 

Even there also shall thy hand lead me, *  
and thy right hand shall hold me. 

If I say, Peradventure the darkness shall cover me, *  
then shall my night be turned to day. 

Yea, the darkness is no darkness with thee,  
but the night is as clear as day; *  

the darkness and light to thee are both alike. 
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THE EPISTLE  Revelation 21:2-7 
Please be seated.  Read by Thom Sinclair. 

I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the 
home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death 
will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have 
passed away.” 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done!  
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water  
as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things,  
and I will be their God and they will be my children.” 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN 376 Joyful, joyful we adore thee 
Sung by all, standing as you are able. Stanzas 1 & 2 will be sung before the Gospel, stanza 3 after. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 1:1-18 
Please remain standing as you are able. 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was 
a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came 
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 
of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From his fullness we 
have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is 
close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.   
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Following the Gospel, all sing stanza 3 of the gradual hymn. 

THE SERMON   The Rev. Luis Leòn 
Please be seated at the invitation of the preacher.. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
Please stand as you are able. 

Priest In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say, 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS                      
Please remain standing as you are able.         Led by Carolyn Crouch.  

The intercessor says  
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and fellowship, in the 
mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant, we beseech thee, to thy whole Church in 
paradise and on earth, thy light and thy peace. Amen. 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to sin and 
rise to newness of life, and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to 
our joyful resurrection. Amen. 
Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that thy Holy Spirit 
may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days. Amen. 
Grant to thy faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our sins, and 
serve thee with a quiet mind. Amen. 
Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in thy fatherly care, that, casting all their grief on 
thee, they may know the consolation of thy love. Amen. 
Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength to meet the days 
ahead in the comfort of a reasonable and holy hope, in the joyful expectation of eternal life with 
those they love. Amen. 

Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. Amen. 

Grant us grace to entrust Jimmy to thy never-failing love; receive him into the arms of thy 
mercy, and remember him according to the favor which thou bearest unto thy people. Amen. 
Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of thee, he may go from strength to strength in  
the life of perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom. Amen. 
The priest continues  
Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, to have our consummation and 
bliss in thy eternal and everlasting glory, and, with blessed John and all thy saints, to receive the 
crown of life which thou dost promise to all who share in the victory of thy Son Jesus Christ;  
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE PEACE 
Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    O for a closer walk with God Charles Villiers Stanford  
Sung by the choir. (1852–1924) 

O for a closer walk with God, 
A calm and heavenly frame, 
A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb! 
Return, O holy Dove, return, 
Sweet messenger of rest! 
I hate the sins that made Thee mourn 
And drove Thee from my breast. 
So shall my walk be close with God, 
Calm and serene my frame; 
So purer light shall mark the road 
That leads me to the Lamb. 
 
 

If you would like to make an offering, you may do so at bit.ly/SJCLGive 
or by scanning the QR code at right. In the “Fund” drop down menu, 
please select the fund to which you would like to donate. You may also 
donate by texting “stjdc” to 73256 or by placing your offering in the plate. 
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HYMN 653  Dear Lord and Father of mankind 
Sung by all, standing as you are able.                                                                     

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Please remain standing as you are able. 

Priest The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 

Priest Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Priest Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.  
People It is meet and right so to do. 
The priest continues  
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and doth comfort us with the blessed hope of 
everlasting life; for to thy faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our 
mortal body doth lie in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens. 
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Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

SANCTUS  (S-129)   Robert Powell (b. 1932) 
Sung by all. 

 

 
Please stand or kneel as you are able. The priest continues 

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst 
give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made 
there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 
and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel 
command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his 
coming again. 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for 
many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine 
Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his 
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the 
innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, 
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of 
bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy 
institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body 
and Blood. 



 
 

10 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our 
sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all 
others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly 
benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, 
yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, 
but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without 
end. AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Priest And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

FRACTION ANTHEM (WLP 875)  Gary James (b. 1957) 
The choir sings the verses; the people sing the refrain. 

  Refrain 

 

The bread which we break, alleluia, is the communion of the body of Christ. Refrain.  

One body are we, alleluia, for though many we share one bread. Refrain.  

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
All We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 

own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so 
much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord 
whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so 
to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may 
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Priest The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 

for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

MUSIC AT THE COMMUNION 

ANTHEM And I saw a new heaven Edgar Bainton (1880–1956) 
Sung by the choir.                                                                     

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; 
For the first heaven and first earth had passed away, 
And there was no more sea. 
And I, John, saw the holy city, 
New Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven, 
Prepared as a bride adorned for her husband; 
And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying: 
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
And he will dwell with them and they shall be his people; 
And God himself shall be with them and be their God; 
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, 
And there shall be no more death neither sorrow nor crying, 
Neither shall there be any more pain, 
For the former things are passed away.” 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Please stand or kneel as you are able. 

Priest Let us pray. 
All Almighty God, we thank thee that in thy great love thou hast fed us with the 

spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and hast 
given unto us a foretaste of thy heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament 
may be unto us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that 
kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of 
joy with all thy saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

  

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Wait for an 
usher to call your row. A priest, who has washed his or her hands immediately prior, will place 
a blessed wafer into your hands. Keep your mask on and proceed to the wine. Blessed wine in 
small paper cups on a tray will be offered by a lay server. After taking the wine, take a few steps 
and briefly remove your mask to consume the bread and the wine, then place the cup in the 
container at the end of the line. The cups will be reverently disposed of after the service. 
Receiving the bread alone is a valid way to share in Holy Communion. Parents may decide if 
their children receive the bread and/or wine. All may instead signal their desire to be blessed by 
the priest by crossing their arms over their chest. 
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THE COMMENDATION  
Priest Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints,  
People  where sorrow and pain are no more,  

neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
Priest Thou only art immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of 

the earth, and unto earth shall we return. For so thou didst ordain when thou createdst me, 
saying, “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” All we go down to the dust; yet 
even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

People  Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints,  
where sorrow and pain are no more,  
neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

Priest Into thy hands, O merciful Savior, we commend thy servant Jimmy. Acknowledge,  
we humbly beseech thee, a sheep of thine own fold, a lamb of thine own flock, a sinner  
of thine own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of thy mercy, into the blessed rest  
of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 

All Amen. 

THE BLESSING 
Priest Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those 

who travel the way with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And the 
blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 

HYMN  Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear 
Sung by all, standing as you are able. (The St. Mark’s School Hymn) 
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THE DISMISSAL 
Priest Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE Toccata from Symphony No. 5 Charles-Marie Widor (1844–1937) 

Immediately following the service, Jimmy’s family invites all to join them at a reception at  
the Chevy Chase Club, located at 6100 Connecticut Avenue, Chevy Chase, Maryland. 

Music images reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-701275.  
Final hymn: Public domain. Reprinted courtesy of Hymnary.org. 
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ASSISTING AT THIS SERVICE 
The Rev. Robert W. Fisher, Rector 
The Rev. Dr. Luis Leòn, Preacher 

Brent Erstad, Director of Music 
Lyn Loewi, Associate Organist 

Wendy J. Fibison, Crucifer 
Joanne Hutton and Hilary West, Chalice Bearers 

James Czerwonky, Head Usher 
Pat Czerwonky and Anne Stewart, Ushers 

Katherine Kyle, Flower Guild 
Jeremy Skog, Livestream Technician 

ST. JOHN’S CHOIR 
Kerry Holahan, Grace Srinivasan, Tory Wood, Sopranos 
Lisa Koehler, Charlotte Stewart, Louisa Waycott, Altos 

David Evans, Robby Napoli, Andrew Sauvageau, Tenors 
Christopher Jones, Nathan Lofton, Tom Rust, Basses. 

 
 





WELCOME!
At St. John’s Church, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world. Empowered 
by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship, become 
a community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the world.

St. John’s was organized in 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the neighborhoods 
in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and it was 
consecrated on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the 
office of President of the United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been 
communicants. Thus, St. John’s is often referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s 
Pew. The architect of the church was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S. 
Capitol and the White House after the War of 1812. Twenty-five of the stained glass windows in St. John’s 
were designed and executed by artisans of the noted Lorin firm of Chartres, France.

If you are visiting, please fill out the visitor information card found at the end of each pew to enable us to 
welcome you personally into the life of our parish. 

St. John’s website (www.stjohns-dc.org) has up-to-date information about the church including the 
Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, and newsworthy events.

Vestry
Clark Ervin, Senior Warden
Nora Rigby, Junior Warden
Laurie Adams, Tony Anikeeff, Krista Rimple Bradley, 
Lauren Edwards, Casey Evans, Wendy Fibison, David 
Gallalee, Uche Onwuamaegbu, Anthony Pegues,   
Desirée Stolar, Alfred Thesmar, and Carl Ward, Members
Casey Evans, Treasurer
Sara McGanity, Assistant Treasurer
Allie Raether, Secretary
Harker Rhodes, Parish Counsel

Head Usher
James H. Czerwonky

Heads of Flower Guild
Pat Dalby and Katherine Kyle

Head Greeters
Eleanor and Peter Odom

Worship and Program Staff

The Rev. Robert W. Fisher, Rector
The Rev. William Morris, Assisting Priest for  

Engaging Local Communities
The Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell, Priest Associate
Kaye Edwards, Assistant for Church Growth
Brent Erstad, Director of Music and Organist
Lyn Loewi, Associate Organist

Staff

Kim Carlson, Director for Operations
Preston Cherouny, Financial Secretary
Charley Griffin, Operations Assistant
Lisa Koehler, Program Associate and  

Executive Assistant to the Rector
Javier Obregon, Sexton
GeeGee Bryant and David Gamboa, Assistant Sextons
Steven D. Martin, Communications Director
Anne Stone, Publications

ST. JOHN’S MISSION STATEMENT
St. John’s shines as a beacon of God’s love through faith, worship, care, and community,

and offers a place of grace at our historic corner in the nation’s capital.

Parish House
1525 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005-1005

(202) 347-8766  •  www.stjohns-dc.org
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