ASH WEDNESDAY
March 2, 2022 • 7:30 A.M.
HOLY EUCHARIST WITH IMPOSITION OF ASHES
Welcome to St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square.
All worshippers in the church over the age of two years
must wear masks, except when receiving communion.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Ash Wednesday, page 264, Book of Common Prayer
The Collect of the Day
The First Reading
The Psalm
The Second Reading
The Gospel
The Rev. Robert W. Fisher
Rector
The Rev. William Morris
Assisting Priest for Engaging
Local Communities
The Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell
Priest Associate
Kaye Edwards
Assistant for Church Growth
Brent Erstad
Director of Music and Organist
Lyn Loewi
Associate Organist

The Sermon: The Rev. Robert W. Fisher
The Exhortation, page 264
The Imposition of Ashes, page 265
(Please come forward if you wish to receive ashes.)

The Litany of Penitence, page 267
The Peace
The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A, page 361
Prayer after Communion, page 365
Blessing and Dismissal
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Please stand as you are able.
Priest

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all
who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting
our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy,
perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING

Isaiah 58:1-12

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know
my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the
ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to
God. “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you
fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.
Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a
bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the
Lord? Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of
the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread
with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to
cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth
like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light
shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The Lord will guide you
continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you
shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. Your ancient
ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be
called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 103:8-14
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.
He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever.
He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.
As far as the east is from the west, *
so far has he removed our sins from us.
As a father cares for his children, *
so does the Lord care for those who fear him.
For he himself knows whereof we are made; *
he remembers that we are but dust.

THE SECOND READING

2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10

We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. As we work
together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says,
“At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle
in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we
have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity,
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor
and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true;
as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet
not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having
nothing, and yet possessing everything.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Please stand as you are able.
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for
then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.
“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees
in secret will reward you.
“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and
pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces
so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.
But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen
not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where
thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.”
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The liturgy continues on page 1.

If you would like to make an offering, you may do so at bit.ly/SJCLGive
or by scanning the QR code at right. In the “Fund” drop down menu,
please select the fund to which you would like to donate. You may also
donate by texting “stjdc” to 73256 or by placing your offering in the plate.
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All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Wait
for an usher to call your row. Communion will be received while kneeling at the altar
rail. Please keep your mask on as much as possible while receiving the bread and wine.
A priest, who has washed his or her hands immediately prior, will place a blessed wafer
into your hands. Blessed wine in small paper cups on a tray will be offered by a lay
server. After receiving the wine, you will find a container at the front of the aisle to
place your cup. The cups will be reverently disposed of after the service. Receiving
the bread alone is a valid way to share in Holy Communion. Parents may decide if their
children receive the bread and/or wine. All may instead signal their desire to be blessed
by the priest by crossing their arms over their chest.

.
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IF YOU ARE VISITING—A WARM WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S
We are delighted to have you worship with us. Please let us know who you are and
how we can best serve you by filling out a “Welcome” card and leaving it in the
offering plate or with an usher or greeter.
Follow us on Instagram at @stjohnschurchlafayettesquare. See photos from
St. John’s musical performances, special events, meetings, Sunday services, and
more. Relive the moment or experience it for the first time through the touch of a
button on your smartphone.
FREE VALET PARKING IS AVAILABLE ON SUNDAYS FROM 8:30 AM TO 12:30 PM.
PLEASE LOOK FOR THE VALET SIGN AT THE CORNER OF BLACK LIVES MATTER
PLAZA (16TH STREET) AND H STREET.
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THE GREENS IN THE CHURCH ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD.
ASSISTING AT THE SERVICE TODAY
Heather Hopkins, Lay Server
Katherine Kyle, Flower Guild
Please help us be good stewards of the environment.
If you do not wish to take this bulletin home after the service,
you may leave it at the end of the pew as you depart or place it in a blue recycling bin.
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WELCOME!
At St. John’s Church, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world. Empowered
by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship, become
a community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the world.
St. John’s was organized in 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the neighborhoods
in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and it was
consecrated on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the
office of President of the United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been
communicants. Thus, St. John’s is often referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s
Pew. The architect of the church was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S.
Capitol and the White House after the War of 1812. Twenty-five of the stained glass windows in St. John’s
were designed and executed by artisans of the noted Lorin firm of Chartres, France.
If you are visiting, please fill out the visitor information card found at the end of each pew to enable us to
welcome you personally into the life of our parish.
St. John’s website (www.stjohns-dc.org) has up-to-date information about the church including the
Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, and newsworthy events.

Worship and Program Staff

Vestry
Clark Ervin, Senior Warden
Nora Rigby, Junior Warden
Laurie Adams, Tony Anikeeff, Krista Rimple Bradley,
Lauren Edwards, Casey Evans, Wendy Fibison, David
Gallalee, Uche Onwuamaegbu, Anthony Pegues,
Desirée Stolar, Alfred Thesmar, and Carl Ward, Members
Casey Evans, Treasurer
Sara McGanity, Assistant Treasurer
Allie Raether, Secretary
Harker Rhodes, Parish Counsel
Head Usher
James H. Czerwonky
Heads of Flower Guild
Pat Dalby and Katherine Kyle
Head Greeters
Eleanor and Peter Odom

The Rev. Robert W. Fisher, Rector
The Rev. William Morris, Assisting Priest for
Engaging Local Communities
The Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell, Priest Associate
Kaye Edwards, Assistant for Church Growth
Brent Erstad, Director of Music and Organist
Lyn Loewi, Associate Organist
Staff
Kim Carlson, Director for Operations
Preston Cherouny, Financial Secretary
Charley Griffin, Operations Assistant
Lisa Koehler, Program Associate and
Executive Assistant to the Rector
Javier Obregon, Sexton
GeeGee Bryant and David Gamboa, Assistant Sextons
Steven D. Martin, Communications Director
Anne Stone, Publications

ST. JOHN’S MISSION STATEMENT
St. John’s shines as a beacon of God’s love through faith, worship, care, and community,
and offers a place of grace at our historic corner in the nation’s capital.
Parish House
1525 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005-1005
(202) 347-8766 • www.stjohns-dc.org

