
St. John’s is a church for people of all races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations, 
and viewpoints grounded in love. Whoever you are, we welcome you.

THANKSGIVING DAY
November 24, 2022  F  Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m.
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Welcome to St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square.  
All are invited to participate in the service as able. Congregational responses appear in bold. 

Masks are optional for all worshipers and are strongly encouraged for those who are not fully vaccinated. 
Nursery care is available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the second floor of the Parish House. 

Prayer cards are provided at the entrance of the church. You are invited to write your prayers and place them  
in the collection plate. Your prayers will be blessed and will be prayed for by a priest during the week.

VOLUNTARY  Now thank we all our God Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 from Cantata No. 79 arr. Virgil Fox (1912–1980)

HYMN 290     Come, ye thankful people, come 
Sung by all. Please stand as you are able as the procession enters. 
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Please note: All hymn attributions appear at the end of the worship bulletin.

THE WORD OF GOD
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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GLORIA (S-280)     Robert Powell (b. 1932)
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you. 

Priest Let us pray.

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for 
the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great bounty, for the 
provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING  Philippians 4:4-9
Please be seated.  Read by Anthony Pegues.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord 
is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 100 Led by Jack Reiffer, said in unison by all.

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *  
serve the Lord with gladness  
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *  
he himself has made us, and we are his;  
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *  

give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; *  

and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
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GRADUAL HYMN 288 Praise to God, immortal praise
Sung by all, standing as you are able. Stanzas 1 & 2 will be sung before the Gospel, stanza 3 after.

THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 6:25-35
Please remain standing as you are able.

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the crowd found Jesus on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come 
here?” Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, 
but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set 
his seal.” Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” Jesus answered them, 
“This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So they said to him, “What sign are 
you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? Our 
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” Then 
Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it 
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is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down 
from heaven and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” Jesus said to 
them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Following the Gospel, all sing stanza 3 of the gradual hymn.

THE SERMON   The Rev. Robert W. Fisher

A LITANY OF THANKSGIVING                     Led by Lisa Koehler.
Please stand as you are able.

Intercessor Let us give thanks to God for all the gifts so freely bestowed upon us. 

 For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea, We thank you, Lord.

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ, We thank you, Lord.

For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, We thank you, Lord.

For setting us at tasks that demand our best efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments that satisfy 
and delight us, We thank you, Lord.

For those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone,  
We thank you, Lord.

For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, We thank you, Lord.

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, We thank you, Lord.

For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity, We thank you, Lord.

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, We thank you, Lord.

For the communion of saints, in all times and places, We thank you, Lord.

Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord;  
To Christ be praise and glory, with You, and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION
Priest Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Priest Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.         
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THE PEACE
Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please be seated.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
If you would like to make an offering, you may do so online at bit.ly/SJCLGive or by scanning the QR  
code at the right. In the “Fund” drop down menu, please select the fund to which you would like to 
donate. You may also donate by texting “stjdc” to 73256 or by placing your offering in the plate.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    Jubilate in B-flat, Op. 10 Charles Villiers Stanford (1852–1924)
Sung by the choir. 

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; serve the Lord with gladness, and come before his presence with a 
song. Be ye sure that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us and not we ourselves; we are his people 
and the sheep of his pasture. O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise; 
be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name. For the Lord is gracious; his mercy is everlasting, and his 
truth endureth from generation to generation. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

—Psalm 100

HYMN LEVAS 291   We plow the fields, and scatter
Standing as you are able.
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A PRAYER FOR STEWARDSHIP
Said by all. 

Gracious and everlasting God, the giver of all good gifts, you have blessed us and our parish 
abundantly. Grant us the hope to dream and the courage to live into our possibilities. Make us 
faithful stewards, both for the provision of our necessities and for the relief of those who are in 
need. Bless the efforts of our annual giving this year to extend the work of spiritual renewal in 
our church and community of faith. Through Jesus Christ, who gave all of himself, we offer this 
prayer. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Priest Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The priest continues 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS  (S-129)   Sung by all.  Robert Powell

Please stand or kneel as you are able. The priest continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin 
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, 
to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Priest And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

FRACTION ANTHEM (S-163)     Robert Powell
Sung by all.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Priest The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Wait for an usher to call your 
pew. You will have the option of receiving the blessed wine from either the common chalice or individual cups. 
After receiving the wine, place the cup in the container next to the aisle as you return to your pew. The cups will be 
reverently disposed of after the service. At the Bishop’s direction, intinction, or dipping the wafer into the common 
chalice, is not permitted. Receiving the bread alone is a valid way to share in the Eucharist. Parents may decide 
if their children receive the bread and/or wine. All may instead signal their desire to be blessed by the priest by 
crossing their arms over their chest.

COMMUNION ANTHEM For I went with the multitude Peter Aston (1938–2013) 
Sung by the choir.  

For I went with the multitude, and brought them forth into the house of God,  
in the voice of praise and thanksgiving, among such as keep holy day. Alleluia.

Why art thou so full of heaviness, O my soul, and why art thou so disquieted within me?  
Put thy trust in God, for I will yet give him thanks for the help of his countenance.

—Psalm 42:4-7

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   
Please stand or kneel as you are able.

Priest Let us pray.
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

When scheduled, the Priest offers a communion kit to any Lay Eucharistic Minister doing a home visit, saying

On behalf of God and St. John’s Church, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts that those whom you 
will visit may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Priest The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 

and love of the Lord; and the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, be among you 
and remain with you always. Amen.
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HYMN 397     Now thank we all our God
Sung by all, standing as you are able.
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THE DISMISSAL
Priest Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God. 

VOLUNTARY  Lobe den Herren Johann Gottfried Walther (1684–1748) 
 (Praise to the Lord)

Reading and Gospel: From the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States  
of America. All rights reserved. Used by permission.   F  Collect and Psalm: From the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Music images reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701275.  F  Hymn 290—Words: Henry Alford (1810–1871), alt. Music: St. George’s, Windsor, 
George Job Elvy (1816–1893).  F  S-280, S-129, S-163—Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932).  F  Hymn 288—Words: Anna Laetitia Barbauld (1743–1825). 
Music: Dix, mel. Conrad Kocher (1786–1872); arr. William Henry Monk (1823–1889); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906.  F  Hymn 291—Words: 
Matthias Claudius (1740-1815); tr. Jane Montgomery Campbell (1817–1878), alt. Music: Wir pflugen, Johann Abraham Peter Schulz (1747–1800).  
F  Hymn 397—Words: Martin Rinkart (1586–1649); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827–1878), alt. Music: Nun danket alle Gott, melody Johan Cruger 
(1598–1662); harm. William Henry Monk (1823–1889), after Felix Mendelssohn (1809–1847).

THE ALTAR ARRANGEMENTS IN THE CHURCH ARE GIVEN  
TO THE GLORY OF GOD.

ASSISTING AT THE SERVICE TODAY
Jack Reiffer, Crucifer; James Doyle and Jack Reiffer, Chalice Bearers;  

Harker Rhodes and Richard Young, Ushers; 
Jamie Finch and Katherine Kyle, Flower Guild;  

Amanda Hunt, Livestream Technician.

Please help us be good stewards of the environment.  
If you do not wish to take this bulletin home after the service,  

you may leave it at the end of the pew as you depart or place it in a blue recycling bin.

ARE YOU NEW TO ST. JOHN’S?
Please let us know who you are and how we can best serve you by filling out a “Welcome” card and leaving it in the 
offering plate or with an usher or greeter.  F  Free valet parking is available on Sundays from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Look for the valet sign at the corner of Black Lives Matter Plaza (16th Street) and H Street, NW.  F  Follow us on 
Instagram at @stjohnschurchlafayettesquare. See photos from St. John’s musical performances, special events, meetings, 
Sunday services, and more. Relive the moment or experience it for the first time through the touch of a button on your 
smartphone. 
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✦  ✦  ✦

Sunday, December 18 at 5:30 p.m.
Reception to follow

for Christmas

Lessons Lessons 
&& Carols Carols

A service of nine



WELCOME!
At St. John’s Church, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world. Empowered 
by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship, become 
a community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the world.

St. John’s was organized in 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the neighborhoods 
in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and it was 
consecrated on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the 
office of President of the United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been 
communicants. Thus, St. John’s is often referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s 
Pew. The architect of the church was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S. 
Capitol and the White House after the War of 1812. Twenty-five of the stained glass windows in St. John’s 
were designed and executed by artisans of the noted Lorin firm of Chartres, France.

If you are visiting, please fill out the visitor information card found at the end of each pew to enable us to 
welcome you personally into the life of our parish. 

St. John’s website (www.stjohns-dc.org) has up-to-date information about the church including the 
Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, and newsworthy events.

Vestry
Clark Ervin, Senior Warden
Nora Rigby, Junior Warden
Laurie Adams, Tony Anikeeff, Krista Rimple Bradley,  
Lauren Edwards, Casey Evans, Wendy J. Fibison, David  
Gallalee, Ucheora Onwuamaegbu, Anthony Pegues,  
Desirée Stolar, Alfred Thesmar, and Carl Ward, Members
Casey Evans, Treasurer
Sara McGanity, Assistant Treasurer
Allie Raether, Secretary
Harker Rhodes, Parish Counsel

Head Usher
James H. Czerwonky

Heads of Flower Guild
Pat Dalby and Katherine Kyle

Head Greeters
Eleanor and Peter Odom

Worship and Program Staff
The Rev. Robert W. Fisher, Rector
The Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell, Associate  

for Children and Family Ministries
The Rev. Shawn Evelyn, Associate for Parish Life
The Rev. William Morris, Assisting Priest  

for Engaging Local Communities
Brent Erstad, Director of Music and Organist
Lyn Loewi, Associate Organist

Staff
Kim Carlson, Director for Operations
Preston Cherouny, Financial Secretary
Charley Griffin, Operations Assistant
Lisa Koehler, Program Associate and  

Executive Assistant to the Rector
Javier Obregon, Sexton
GeeGee Bryant and David Gamboa, Assistant Sextons
Anne Stone, Publications

ST. JOHN’S MISSION STATEMENT
St. John’s shines as a beacon of God’s love through faith, worship, care, and community,

and offers a place of grace at our historic corner in the nation’s capital.

Parish House
1525 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005-1005

(202) 347-8766   F   www.stjohns-dc.org


