
St. John’s is a church for people of all races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations, 
and viewpoints grounded in love. Whoever you are, we welcome you.

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD: CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24, 2022  F  Holy Eucharist at 4:30 p.m.
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Welcome to St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square.  
All are invited to participate in the service as able. Congregational responses appear in bold. 

Masks are optional for all worshipers and are strongly encouraged for those who are not fully vaccinated. 
Nursery care is available on the second floor of the Parish House. 

Please remember to turn off your cell phone.

Prayer cards are provided at the entrance of the church. You are invited to write your prayers and place them  
in the collection plate. Your prayers will be blessed and will be prayed for by a priest during the week.

May the blessings and joys of Christmas be with you now and throughout the coming year.

PRELUDE MUSIC

VOLUNTARY  Divinum mysterium Raymond Weidner (1940–2022)

CAROL    Bright Star Margaret Bonds (1913–1972)
Sung by the choir.  

Bright star, glistening star, shining on that holy night,  
guiding shepherds in their flight to Bethlehem.

Bright star, guiding star, leading to a blessed abode,  
three wise men on camels rode to Bethlehem.

Bright star, glimmering star, floating in your cobalt sea,  
won’t you light the way for me as you did them in Bethlehem?

Sweet star, holy star, won’t you shine as bright today,  
bright as when the Christ child lay in his manger in the hay in Bethlehem. 

—Janice Lovoos (1903–2007)



3

HYMN 99     Go tell it on the mountain 
Sung by all. 

Please note: All hymn attributions appear at the end of the worship bulletin.
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VOLUNTARY  Angelus ad Virginem Margaret Sandresky (b. 1921)

CAROL    Oy, v Yerusalïmi arr. Yakiv Mikhailovych Yatsynevych
Sung by the choir. (Bells rang early in Jerusalem) (1869–1945)

Oy, v Yerusalïmi rano zadzvonïlï.  
Shcedrïy vechir, dobrïy vechir,  
dobrïm liudiam na zdorovya.

Oy, Diva Mariya po sadu hodïla.  
Shcedrïy vechir, dobrïy vechir,  
dobrïm liudiam na zdorovya.

Po sadu hodïla, Sïna porodïla.  
Shcedrïy vechir, dobrïy vechir,  
dobrïm liudiam na zdorovya.

Sïna porodïla, na rukah nosïla. 
Shcedrïy vechir, dobrïy vechir,  
dobrïm liudiam na zdorovya.

Oh, the bells rang early in Jerusalem.  
A bountiful evening, a good evening,  
to the health of all good people!

Oh, the maiden Mary walked in the garden.  
A bountiful evening, a good evening,  
to the health of all good people!

She walked in the garden and gave birth to a Son.  
A bountiful evening, a good evening,  
to the health of all good people!

She gave birth to a Son, carried him in her arms.  
A bountiful evening, a good evening,  
to the health of all good people! 

—Traditional Ukranian carol

HYMN 112     In the bleak midwinter 
Sung by all. 
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CAROL    There is no rose arr. Stephen Caracciolo (b. 1962)
Sung by the choir.  

There is no rose of such virtue as is the rose that bare Jesu; Alleluia.
For in this rose contained was heaven and earth in little space; Res miranda. (Marvelous thing.)
By that rose we may well see that he is God in persons three, Pares forma. (Equal in form.)
Leave we all this worldly mirth and follow we this joyful birth; Transeamus. (Let us go.)
There is no rose of such virtue as is the rose that bare Jesu; Gaudeamus. (Let us rejoice.)

—Anonymous (ca. 1420)

VOLUNTARY  Chant du Berger (Shepherd’s Song) Gustav Merkel (1827–1885)

CAROL    The Bell Carol Philip Ledger (1937–2012)
Sung by the choir.  

I heard the bells on Christmas Day  
their old familiar carols play,  
and mild and sweet, the words repeat  
of peace on earth, this Christmastide!

Till, ringing, singing, on its way,  
the world revolved from night to day,  
a voice, a chime, a chant sublime,  
of peace on earth, this Christmastide!

And in despair I bowed my head:  
“There is no peace on earth,” I said,  
“for hate is strong and mocks the song  
of peace on earth, this Christmastide.”

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:  
“God is not dead, nor doth he sleep!  
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,  
with peace on earth, this Christmastide.” 

—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807–1882), adapt.
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HYMN 110     The snow lay on the ground 
Sung by all. 
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CHORAL EUCHARIST

VOLUNTARY  In dulci jubilo, BWV 608 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

HYMN 83     O come, all ye faithful
Sung by all. Please stand as you are able as the procession enters. 

Final verse, next page.
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Hymn continues from previous page.

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; Refrain

THE WORD OF GOD
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you. 
Priest Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who 
have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you 
and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

WELCOME  The Rev. Robert W. Fisher

Please be seated for the duration of the pageant, including the hymns.
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THE ANNUNCIATION  

HYMN 265     The angel Gabriel from heaven came
Sung by all, seated. 
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THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST  

HYMN 76     On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Sung by all, seated. 
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JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM  

HYMN 79     O little town of Bethlehem
Sung by all, seated. 

THE SHEPHERDS  
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HYMN 109   Sung by all, seated.  The first Nowell the angel did say
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THE ANGELS  

HYMN 96     Angels we have heard on high
Sung by all, seated. 
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THE ADORATION  

HYMN 101     Away in a manger, no crib for his bed
Sung by all, seated. 

WONDER AND MAJESTY  

HYMN 87     Hark! the herald angels sing
Sung by all, seated. 
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THE PEACE
Please stand as you are able.

Priest and Cast  May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please be seated.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION  
You may make an off ering by placing your donation in the plate, or use this QR code to pay electronically 
with PayPal. A donation via PayPal can go only to off erings and not to pledges or any other specifi c funds.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    Lully, lulla, lullay arr. Philip Stopford (b. 1977)
Sung by the choir.  

Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child, 
bye, bye, lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, 
bye, bye, lully, lullay.

Oh, sisters too, how may we do for to preserve this day?  
Th is pore youngling for whom we do sing, “Bye, bye, lully, lullay”? Refr ain

Herod, the king, in his raging charged he hath this day 
his men of might, in his own sight, all young children to slay. Refr ain

Th at woe is me, poor child for thee and ever morn and may 
for thy parting, neither say nor sing, bye, bye, lully, lullay. Refr ain

—16th-century English

HYMN 105   God rest you merry, gentlemen
Standing as you are able.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Priest Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The priest continues 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, 
to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the 
Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to 
become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS (S-129)   Sung by all.  Robert Powell (b. 1932)
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Please stand or kneel as you are able. The priest continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out 
of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

People We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory.

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all, presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things 
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Priest And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

FRACTION ANTHEM (S-163)     Robert Powell
Sung by all.

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Priest The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Wait for an usher to call your 
pew. You will have the option of receiving the blessed wine from either the common chalice or individual cups. 
After receiving the wine, place the cup in the container next to the aisle as you return to your pew. The cups will be 
reverently disposed of after the service. At the Bishop’s direction, intinction, or dipping the wafer into the common 
chalice, is not permitted. Receiving the bread alone is a valid way to share in the Eucharist. Parents may decide 
if their children receive the bread and/or wine. All may instead signal their desire to be blessed by the priest by 
crossing their arms over their chest.

COMMUNION ANTHEM O magnum mysterium Nicholas White (b. 1967)
Sung by the choir.  

O magnum mysterium, et admirabile sacramentum,  
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum, jacentem 
in praesepio! Beata Virgo, cujus viscera meruerunt 
portare Dominum Christum.

O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament, that 
animals should see the new-born Lord, lying in a 
manger! Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was 
worthy to bear Christ the Lord.

—Christmas Matins Responsory
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HYMN 81        Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming
Sung by all, seated.
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HYMN 115        What child is this, who, laid to rest
Sung by all, seated.

Refrain continues on next page.
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LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES       
Please tip your candle into the flame to receive the light.  
After receiving the light, please hold your candle upright.

HYMN 111        Silent night, holy night
Sung by all, seated or kneeling as you are able.
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   
Please stand or kneel as you are able.

Priest Let us pray.
All Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these 
holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Priest Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the 

way with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

After the blessing, please cup your hand behind the flame and extinguish your candle. 

The service continues on the next page.
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HYMN 100     Joy to the world! the Lord is come
Sung by all, standing as you are able.
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THE DISMISSAL
Priest Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God. 

VOLUNTARY  In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 J.S. Bach

At the conclusion of the service, please place your candle in the basket near the exit.

Reading and Gospel: From the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States  
of America. All rights reserved. Used by permission.   F  Collect and Psalm: From the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Music images reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701275.  F  Hymn 99—Words: African-American spiritual, 19th cent.; adapt. John W. Work (1901–
1967). Music: Go Tell It on the Mountain, Afro-American spiritual, 19th cent.; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (1935–2009).  F  Hymn 112—Words: 
Christina Rossetti (1830–1894). Music: Cranham, Gustav Theodore Holst (1874–1934).  F  Hymn 110—Words: Source unknown, 19th cent. Music: 
Venite adoremus, melody adapt. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867–1944).  F  Hymn 83—Words: John Francis Wade (1711–1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley 
(1802–1880) and others. Music: Adeste fideles, present form of melody att. John Francis Wade (1711–1786); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906.  F  Hymn 
265—Words: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould (1834–1924). Music: Gabriel’s Message, Basque carol; harm. Edgar Pettman (1865–1943).  F  

Hymn 76—Words: Charles Coffin (1676–1749); tr. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867–1944), after John Chandler (1806–1876); alt. Music: Winchester 
New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690; harm. William Henry Monk (1823–1889), alt.  F  Hymn 79—Words: Phillips Brooks (1835–1893). 
Music: St. Louis, Lewis H. Redner (1831–1908).  F  Hymn 109—Words: English Carol, 18th cent. Music: The First Nowell, English carol, 17th cent.  
F  Hymn 98—Words: Latin carol, 15th cent.; tr. Percy Dearmer (1867–1936), alt. Music: Puer nobis nascitur, melody from Piae Cantiones, 1582.  F  

Hymn 101—Words: Traditional carol. Music: Cradle Song, melody William James Kirkpatrick (1838–1921).  F  Hymn 87—Words: Charles Wesley 
(1707–1788), alt. Music: Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn (1809–1847); adapt. William H. Cummings (1831–1915).  F  Hymn 105—Words: London 
carol, 18th cent. Music: God Rest You Merry, melody from Little Book of Christmas Carols, ca. 1850.  F  S 129 & S 163—Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932).  
F  Hymn 81—Words: St. 1–2 German, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker (1851–1934). St. 3, Friedrich Layritz (1808–1859): tr. Harriet Reynolds Krauth 
Spaeth (1845–1925); ver. Hymnal 1940. Music: Es ist ein Ros, melody from Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1599; harm. Michael Praetorius 
(1571–1621).  F  Hymn 115—Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837–1898). Music: Greensleeves, English melody; harm. Christmas Carols New and 
Old, 1871, alt.  F  Hymn 111—Words: Joseph Mohr (1792–1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820–1885). Music: Stille Nacht, melody Franz Xaver 
Gruber (1787–1863); harm. Carl H. Reinecke (1824–1910).  F  Hymn 100—Words: Isaac Watts (1674–1748), alt. Music: Antioch, George Frideric 
Handel (1685–1759); adapt. and arr. Lowell Mason (1792–1872).



SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE 
PRODUCTION OF THIS EVENING’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

 Director Katherine Raab
 Wardrobe Coordinator Laura Herzog
 Volunteer Helpers Susan Cardwell 
  Anna Ehrich 
  Felicia Owunwanne 
  Hilary Thesmar

CAST

 Narrator Elizabeth Thesmar
 Mary Gloria Burkhardt
 Joseph Cooper Thesmar
 Baby Jesus Charlie Rawlings
 Baby John Jack Kozlowski
 Elizabeth Lulu Tierney
 Zechariah Kevin Kozlowski
 Donkey Lauren Raab
 Gabriel Lizzie Ehrich
 Star of Bethlehem Lucy Herzog
 Lead Angel Molly Raab
 Lead Shepherd Walt Ehrich

SHEPHERDS

George Ehrich 
Chimezie Owunwanne 

Ugochukwu Owunwanne

FRIENDLY BEASTS

Samuel Akes-Cardwell 
Ike Owunwanne 

Kristian Robischon 
Beau Sanchez 

William Stewart

ANGELS

Ada Owunwanne  
Georgia Rawlings 

Gus Rawlings 
Cecily Stewart 
Caroline Weng



ASSISTING AT THIS SERVICE
Kenny Kraft, Crucifer

Debby Hailey and Diane Spaulding, Chalice Bearers 

Jeff Agnew and Alfred Thesmar, Assistant Head Ushers

Rick Young, Usher

Laura Ballman, Greeter

Pat Dalby, Jamie Finch, Anne Harrington, Joanne Hutton, Katherine Kyle,  
Elizabeth Lewis, and Sherill Mason, Flower Guild

Ryan Wagner, Livestream Operator

PARISH CHOIR 
* Indicates staff singer

Annette Anfinrud, Gloria Burkhardt, Kerry Holahan*,  
Christina Wilson, and Tory Wood*, Sopranos

 Alison Adkins, Barbara Burkhardt, Cay Buser, Wendy J. Fibison,  
Sara Josey, Lisa Koehler*, LaFleur Paysour, Charlotte Stewart*,  

Louisa Waycott*, and Margo Wiegenstein, Altos 

Philip Anfinrud, Craig Burkhardt, David Evans*,  
Andrew Sauvageau*, and Tom Wade, Tenors 

Jeff Bozman, Samuel Berbano, Justin Dean*,  
Christopher Jones*, and Bill Josey, Basses   

Please help us be good stewards of the environment.  
If you do not wish to take this bulletin home after the service,  

you may leave it at the end of the pew as you depart or place it in a blue recycling bin.

ARE YOU NEW TO ST. JOHN’S?
Please let us know who you are and how we can best serve you by filling out a “Welcome” card and leaving it in the 
offering plate or with an usher or greeter.  F  Free valet parking is available on Sundays from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Look for the valet sign at the corner of Black Lives Matter Plaza (16th Street) and H Street, NW.  F  Follow us on 
Instagram at @stjohnschurchlafayettesquare. See photos from St. John’s musical performances, special events, meetings, 
Sunday services, and more. Relive the moment or experience it for the first time through the touch of a button on your 
smartphone. 


