
St. John’s is a church for people of all races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations, 
and viewpoints grounded in love. Whoever you are, we welcome you.

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 4, 2022  F  Holy Eucharist at 9 and 11 a.m.
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Welcome to St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square.  
All are invited to participate in the service as able. Congregational responses appear in bold. 

Masks are optional for all worshipers and are strongly encouraged for those who are not fully vaccinated. 
Nursery care is available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the second floor of the Parish House. 

Prayer cards are provided at the entrance of the church. You are invited to write your prayers and place them  
in the collection plate. Your prayers will be blessed and will be prayed for by a priest during the week.

VOLUNTARY  Wachet Auf, ruf uns die Stimme, BWV 645 J.S. Bach (1685–1750) 
 (Sleepers wake, a voice is calling)

HYMN 76     On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Sung by all. Please stand as you are able as the procession enters. 

Please note: All hymn attributions appear at the end of the worship bulletin.
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THE WORD OF GOD
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH     
As the second candle of the Advent wreath is lit, the following prayer is said by all.

Holy and Gracious God, we pray that this new candle, alongside the first, will kindle the hope of Peace. 
May we reflect this season on moments when we have known Peace, however light, however brief. 
May we prepare to receive new visions of Peace. And may the Peace which passes all understanding 
keep our hearts and minds in knowledge and love of God and of the coming of the Prince of Peace in 
unexpected form and ways. Amen.

TRISAGION (S-102)    Alexander Archangelsky (1846–1924)
Sung by all three times. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you. 
Priest Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 
salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming 
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 



4

THE FIRST READING  Isaiah 11:1-10
Please be seated. 9 a.m. Read by Andrew Clarke. 11 a.m. Read by Caroline Faris.

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of 
the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not 
judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the 
bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They 
will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 9 a.m. Led by Annette Anfinrud, said in unison by all.
11 a.m. Chanted by the choir.

Give the King your justice, O God, *  
and your righteousness to the King’s Son;

That he may rule your people righteously *  
and the poor with justice;

That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *  
and the little hills bring righteousness.

He shall defend the needy among the people; *  
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.

He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *  
from one generation to another.

He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *  
like showers that water the earth.

In his time shall the righteous flourish; *  
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, *  
who alone does wondrous deeds!

And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! *  
and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen.

(11 a.m. only) Children’s Chapel in the Parish House: All who wish may gather in front of the pulpit during the hymn and 
will return at the Peace. Parents are encouraged to accompany children younger than three. 
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GRADUAL HYMN 56 O come, O come, Emmanuel
Sung by all, standing as you are able. Stanza 3 will be sung before the Gospel, stanza 4 after.

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 3:1-12
Please remain standing as you are able.

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” Now John wore 
clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and 
they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now 
the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Following the Gospel, all sing stanza 4 of the gradual hymn.
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THE SERMON   The Rev. Robert W. Fisher

THE NICENE CREED
Please stand as you are able.

Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                     9 a.m. Led by Riley Temple.
Please remain standing as you are able.           11 a.m. Led by Clark Ervin.

Intercessor With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”

Silence.

Intercessor For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For the communities of St. John’s and our companion relationships with the Anglican Church 
of Southern Africa* and the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, 
for St. Nicholas’ Parish, Germantown. For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Mariann, our 
Bishop; and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For Joseph, our President, for the leaders of Congress and the nations, for the Supreme Court, 
and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For this city of Washington, for every city and community, and for those who live in them. For 
those in our parish celebrating a birthday this week . . . ; and for those in our parish celebrating 
an anniversary this week . . . , let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

* In particular, the Kwasa Centre in the Diocese of the Highveld.
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Intercessor For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us 
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering. For 
those who are in assisted living . . . , let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and 
captives, for refugees and migrants throughout the world, and for all who remember and care 
for them, let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, especially . . . , 
let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us 
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor In the communion of St. John and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, 
and all our life, to Christ our God.

People To thee, O Lord our God.

Priest Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers 
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION
Priest Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence.

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Priest Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.         

THE PEACE
Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please be seated.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
If you would like to make an off ering, you may do so online at bit.ly/sjc-o� ering or by scanning the QR 
code at the right. A donation made this way can go only to off erings and not to pledges or any other 
specifi c funds. You may also donate by placing your off ering in the plate.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    A tender shoot 9 a.m. Otto Goldschmidt (1829–1907)
Sung by the choir.  11 a.m. Kerensa Briggs (b. 1991)

A tender shoot has started up from a root of grace, 
as ancient seers imparted from Jesse’s holy race: 
It blooms without a blight, blooms in the cold bleak winter, 
turning our darkness into light.

Th is shoot Isaiah taught us, from Jesse’s root should spring; 
the Virgin Mary brought us the branch of which we sing; 
Our God of endless might gave her this child to save us, 
thus turning darkness into light. 

—William Bartholomew (1793–1867)

HYMN 67   Comfort, comfort ye my people
Standing as you are able.
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A PRAYER FOR STEWARDSHIP
Said by all. 

Gracious and everlasting God, the giver of all good gifts, you have blessed us and our parish 
abundantly. Grant us the hope to dream and the courage to live into our possibilities. Make us 
faithful stewards, both for the provision of our necessities and for the relief of those who are in 
need. Bless the efforts of our annual giving this year to extend the work of spiritual renewal in 
our church and community of faith. Through Jesus Christ, who gave all of himself, we offer this 
prayer. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Priest Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The priest continues 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Because you sent your beloved Son to 
redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come 
again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold 
his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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SANCTUS (S-129)   Sung by all.  Robert Powell (b. 1932)

Please stand or kneel as you are able. The priest continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out 
of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

People We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory.

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all, presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things 
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and all your 
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saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Priest And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

FRACTION ANTHEM (S-163)     Robert Powell
Sung by all.

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Priest The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Wait for an usher to call your 
pew. You will have the option of receiving the blessed wine from either the common chalice or individual cups. 
After receiving the wine, place the cup in the container next to the aisle as you return to your pew. The cups will be 
reverently disposed of after the service. At the Bishop’s direction, intinction, or dipping the wafer into the common 
chalice, is not permitted. Receiving the bread alone is a valid way to share in the Eucharist. Parents may decide 
if their children receive the bread and/or wine. All may instead signal their desire to be blessed by the priest by 
crossing their arms over their chest.
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COMMUNION ANTHEM Jesus Christ the apple tree Elizabeth Poston (1905–1987) 
Sung by the choir.  

The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit and always green: 
The trees of nature fruitless be compared with Christ the apple tree.

His beauty doth all things excel: By faith I know, but ne’er can tell  
the glory which I now can see in Jesus Christ the apple tree.

For happiness I long have sought, and pleasure dearly I have bought:  
I missed of all; but now I see ’tis found in Christ the apple tree.

I’m weary with my former toil, here I will sit and rest awhile:  
Under the shadow I will be, of Jesus Christ the apple tree.

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, it keeps my dying faith alive;  
which makes my soul in haste to be with Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

—New Hampshire, 1784

HYMN 75        There’s a voice in the wilderness crying
Sung by all, seated.
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   
Please stand or kneel as you are able.

Priest Let us pray.
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

When scheduled, the Priest offers a communion kit to any Lay Eucharistic Minister doing a home visit, saying

On behalf of God and St. John’s Church, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts that those whom you 
will visit may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Priest Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the 

way with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
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HYMN 65     Prepare the way, O Zion
Sung by all, standing as you are able.

 

THE DISMISSAL
Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God. 

VOLUNTARY  Nun komm der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659 J. S. Bach   
 (Savior of the nations come)
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THE MEANING OF ADVENT
As Christ’s Advent, or “coming,” unfolds, we acknowledge this crucial event in salvation history symbolically in the 
Advent Wreath. As Christ draws nearer another candle is lit. The Advent candles demonstrate the strong contrast 
between darkness and light. In the Bible, Christ is referred to as the “Light of the World” contrasted with the darkness 
of sin so that each candle dispels the darkness a little more.  The candles may be said to represent hope, peace, joy and 
love, just as they represent the four weeks of our wait. Thus, the Advent wreath helps us to contemplate spiritually the 
great drama that surrounds the birth of God Incarnate who comes to redeem the world.

Reading and Gospel: From the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States  
of America. All rights reserved. Used by permission.   F  Collect and Psalm: From the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Music images reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701275.  F  Hymn 76—Words: Charles Coffin (1676–1749); tr. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867–
1944), after John Chandler (1806–1876); alt. Music: Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690; harm. William Henry Monk (1823–
1889), alt.  F  S 88—Setting: McNeil Robinson II (b. 1943).  F  Hymn 67—Words: Johann G. Olearius (1611–1684); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827–
1878), alt. Music: Psalm 42, melody Claude Goudimel (1514–1572).  F  Hymn 75—Words: James Lewis Milligan (1876–1961), alt. Music: Ascension, 
Henry Hugh Bancroft (1904–1988).  F  S 129 & S 163—Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932).  F  Hymn 75—Words: James Lewis Milligan (1876–1961), 
alt. Music: Ascension, Henry Hugh Bancroft (1904–1988).  F  Hymn 65—Words: Frans Mikael Franzen (1772–1847); tr. composite; adapt. Charles P. 
Price (1920–1999). Music: Bereden väg för Herran, melody from Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697.



THE ADVENT FRONTAL ON THE ALTAR WAS  GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD
and in loving memory of Avedis Thomas Reid, Jr., Joseph Browning Reid, II,  

and Richmond Shackleton Reid.

THE GREENS IN THE CHURCH ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD.

ASSISTING AT THE 9 A.M. SERVICE TODAY
Kenny Kraft, Crucifer; James Doyle and Michelle Mangrum, Chalice Bearers;  

Richard Metzger, Assistant Head Usher; Martha Ellison, Patricia Leslie, and Diane Spaulding, Ushers; 
Sara McGanity, Greeter; Amanda Claire Hoover and Elizabeth Lewis, Flower Guild.

ASSISTING AT THE 11 A.M. SERVICE TODAY
Eric Peters, Crucifer; Elizabeth Thesmar and Gus Tierney, Acolytes;  

Tony Anikeeff and Jack Reiffer, Chalice Bearers;  
Nora Rigby, Assistant Head Usher;  

Grant Kraus, Elizabeth Oblinger, Hap Rigby, and Jonathan Wakely, Ushers;  
Garry Dalby and John Lucio, Greeters;  

Amanda Claire Hoover and Elizabeth Lewis, Flower Guild;  
Ryan Wagner, Livestream Operator.

Please help us be good stewards of the environment.  
If you do not wish to take this bulletin home after the service,  

you may leave it at the end of the pew as you depart or place it in a blue recycling bin.

ARE YOU NEW TO ST. JOHN’S?
Please let us know who you are and how we can best serve you by filling out a “Welcome” card and leaving it in the 
offering plate or with an usher or greeter.  F  Free valet parking is available on Sundays from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Look for the valet sign at the corner of Black Lives Matter Plaza (16th Street) and H Street, NW.  F  Follow us on 
Instagram at @stjohnschurchlafayettesquare. See photos from St. John’s musical performances, special events, meetings, 
Sunday services, and more. Relive the moment or experience it for the first time through the touch of a button on your 
smartphone. 


