
St. John’s is a church for people of all races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations, 
and viewpoints grounded in love. Whoever you are, we welcome you.

THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
February 19, 2023  F  Baptism and Holy Eucharist at 11 a.m.
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Welcome to St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square.  
All are invited to participate in the service as able. Congregational responses appear in bold. 

Masks are optional for all worshipers and are strongly encouraged for those who are not fully vaccinated.  
Nursery care is available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the second floor of the Parish House. 

Prayer cards are provided at the entrance of the church. You are invited to write your prayers and place them  
in the collection plate. Your prayers will be blessed and will be prayed for by a priest during the week.
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VOLUNTARY  Allegro (Concerto in G minor ) Wilhelmine von Bayreuth  
  (1709–1758)

HYMN 137     O wondrous type! O vision fair
Sung by all. Please stand as you are able as the procession enters. 

Please note: All hymn attributions appear at the end of the worship bulletin.
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THE WORD OF GOD
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Priest There is one Body and one Spirit;
People There is one hope in God’s call to us;

Priest One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People One God and Father of all.

Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you. 
Priest Let us pray.

O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: 
Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our 
cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING                                    Exodus 24:12-18
Please be seated.  Read by Chase Rynd.

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets 
of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” So Moses set 
out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. To the elders he had said, 
“Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may 
go to them.” Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the 
Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses 
out of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of 
the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. 
Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 2 Chanted by the choir; setting by Margaret Burk (b. 1990).

Why are the nations in an uproar? *  
Why do the peoples mutter empty threats?

Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt,
and the princes plot together, *  

against the Lord and against his Anointed?

“Let us break their yoke,” they say; *  
“let us cast off their bonds from us.”

He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; *  
the Lord has them in derision.

Then he speaks to them in his wrath, *  
and his rage fills them with terror.

“I myself have set my king *  
upon my holy hill of Zion.”

Let me announce the decree of the Lord: *  
he said to me, “You are my Son;  
this day have I begotten you.

Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance *  
and the ends of the earth for your possession.

You shall crush them with an iron rod *  
and shatter them like a piece of pottery.”

And now, you kings, be wise; *  
be warned, you rulers of the earth.

Submit to the Lord with fear, *  
and with trembling bow before him; 

Lest he be angry and you perish; *  
for his wrath is quickly kindled.

Happy are they all *  
who take refuge in him!
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GRADUAL HYMN 129     Christ upon the mountain peak
Sung by all, standing as you are able. Stanzas 1 & 2 will be sung before the Gospel, stanza 4 after.

THE HOLY GOSPEL     Matthew 17:1-9
Please remain standing as you are able.

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, 
by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter 
said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to 
him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came 
and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw no one 
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except Jesus himself alone. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one 
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Following the Gospel, all sing stanza 4 of the gradual hymn.

THE SERMON   The Rev. Robert W. Fisher

THE PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES
Please remain seated until invited to stand as you are able.

Priest The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Sponsor I present Kristopher C. Foreman to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
Priest Do you desire to be baptized?
Candidate I do.

Sponsor I present John Michael Turner Jr. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
Priest Do you desire to be baptized?
Candidate I do.

Then the Priest asks the following questions of the candidates

Priest Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
Candidates I renounce them.

Priest Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
Candidates I renounce them.

Priest Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Candidates I renounce them.

Priest Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Candidates I do.

Priest Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Candidates I do.

Priest Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Candidates I do.

Priest Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life  
in Christ?

People We will.

Priest Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own 
baptismal covenant.

Please stand as you are able.

Priest Do you believe in God the Father?
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
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Priest Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and 
the dead. 

Priest Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Priest Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,  
and in the prayers?

People I will with God’s help.

Priest Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People I will with God’s help.

Priest Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People I will with God’s help.

Priest Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ?
People I will with God’s help.

Priest Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human 
being?

People I will with God’s help.

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES                     Led by Laurie Adams.
Please remain standing as you are able.           

Priest Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth.

Intercessor Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Intercessor Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
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Priest Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in 
the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns 
now and for ever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
Please be seated.    

Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The priest continues

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of 
creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. 
In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the 
Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share 
in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your 
Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed 
from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.  To him, to you, 
and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BAPTISM
Each candidate is presented by name to the priest, who then pours water upon the candidate, saying   

Priest Kristopher, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People Amen.

Priest Kristopher, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever.
People Amen.

Priest John, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People Amen.

Priest John, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever.
People Amen.

Priest Let us pray.
All Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon 

these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain 
them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage 
to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all 
your works. Amen.
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WELCOMING HYMN 490     I want to walk as a child of the light
Standing as you are able. The choir sings the verses; the people sing the refrain. 
During the hymn, the congregation is sprinkled with baptismal water, a sign of our renewed baptismal covenant.

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus.  
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus.  
Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father. Refrain

I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus.  
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain
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Priest Let us welcome the newly baptized.
All We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucifi ed, 

proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

THE PEACE
Priest Th e peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please be seated.

THE HOLY COMMUNION  
You may make an off ering by placing your donation in the plate, or use this QR code to pay electronically. 
A donation via this code can go only to off erings and not to pledges or any other specifi c funds.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    Christ, whose glory fi lls the skies T. Frederick Candlyn (1892–1964)
Sung by the choir.  

Christ, whose glory fi lls the skies, Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise! Triumph o’er the shades of night: 
Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear.

Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee; 
joyless is the day’s return, till thy mercy’s beams I see, 
till they inward light impart, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

Visit then this soul of mine! Pierce the gloom of sin and grief ! 
Fill me, radiancy divine; scatter all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display, shining to the perfect day. Amen.

—Charles Wesley (1707–1788)
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HYMN 380   From all that dwell below the skies
Standing as you are able.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Priest Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The priest continues 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have 
received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to 
guide us into all truth. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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SANCTUS (S-129)   Sung by all.  Robert Powell (b. 1932)

Please stand or kneel as you are able. The priest continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out 
of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

People We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory.

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all, presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things 
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Priest And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

FRACTION ANTHEM (S-163)     Robert Powell
Sung by all.

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Priest The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Wait for an usher to call your 
pew. You will have the option of receiving the blessed wine from either the common chalice or individual cups. 
After receiving the wine, place the cup in the container next to the aisle as you return to your pew. The cups will be 
reverently disposed of after the service. At the Bishop’s direction, intinction, or dipping the wafer into the common 
chalice, is not permitted. Receiving the bread alone is a valid way to share in the Eucharist. Parents may decide 
if their children receive the bread and/or wine. All may instead signal their desire to be blessed by the priest by 
crossing their arms over their chest.
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COMMUNION ANTHEM    O nata lux Thomas Tallis (1505–1585)
Sung by the choir.  

O nata lux de lumine, Jesu redemptor saeculi, dignare clemens supplicum laudes precesque sumere. 
Qui carne quondam contegi dignatus es pro perditis, nos membra confer effici tui beati corporis.

O Light born of Light, Jesus, redeemer of the world, with loving-kindness deign to receive suppliant  
praise and prayer. Thou who once deigned to be clothed in flesh for the sake of the lost, grant us to be 
members of thy blessed body.

—Office Hymn for the Feast of the Transfiguration

HYMN 133       O Light of Light, Love given birth 
Sung by all, seated.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   
Please stand or kneel as you are able.

Priest Let us pray.
All Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these 
holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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When scheduled, the Priest offers a communion kit to any Lay Eucharistic Minister doing a home visit, saying

On behalf of God and St. John’s Church, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts that those whom you 
will visit may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Priest Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the 

way with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

HYMN 460        Alleluia! sing to Jesus!
Sung by all, standing as you are able.



17

THE DISMISSAL
Priest Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God. 

VOLUNTARY  Joie et clarté des corps glorieux Olivier Messiaen (1908–1992)
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Reading and Gospel: From the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States  
of America. All rights reserved. Used by permission.   F  Collect and Psalm: From the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Music images reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701275.  F  Hymn 137—Words: Latin, 15th cent.; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861, after John 
Mason Neale (1848–1866), alt. Music: Wareham, melody William Knapp (1698–1768), alt.; harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875, after James 
Turle (1802–1882).  F  Hymn 129—Words: Brian A. Wren (b. 1936). Music: Mowsley, Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907–1991).  F  Hymn 490—Words: 
Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934). Music: Houston, Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934). Words and music © 1970, 1975, Celebration.  F  Hymn 380—Words: 
Isaac Watts (1674–1748), para. of Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637–1711). Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, 
alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?–1561?).  F  Hymn 133—Words: Latin, 10th cent.; tr. Laurence Housman (1865–1959), alt. Music: Elmhurst, 
Cary Ratcliff (b. 1953).  F  Hymn 460—Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837–1898). Music: Hyfrydol, Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811–1887).



THE FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD,
and in thanksgiving for the baptism today of Kristopher C. Foreman and John Michael Turner Jr.

ASSISTING AT THIS SERVICE
Finley Buchanan, Crucifer  F  Zoe Fisher and Ugo Owunwanne, Acolytes 

Laurie Adams and Debby Hailey, Chalice Bearers  
Matt Bode, Assistant Head Usher  F  Tony Anikeeff and Michele Mullins, Ushers 

Larry and Krista Bradley, Greeters 
Joanne Hutton and Adelle Simmons, Flower Guild 

Ryan Wagner, Livestream Technician

Please help us be good stewards of the environment.  
If you do not wish to take this bulletin home after the service,  

you may leave it at the end of the pew as you depart or place it in a blue recycling bin.

ARE YOU NEW TO ST. JOHN’S?
Please let us know who you are and how we can best serve you by filling out a “Welcome” card and leaving it in the 
offering plate or with an usher or greeter.  F  Free valet parking is available on Sundays from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Look for the valet sign at the corner of Black Lives Matter Plaza (16th Street) and H Street, NW.  F  Follow us on 
Instagram at @stjohnschurchlafayettesquare. See photos from St. John’s musical performances, special events, meetings, 
Sunday services, and more. Relive the moment or experience it for the first time through the touch of a button on your 
smartphone. 


