
CHORAL EVENSONG
March 15, 2023

St. John’s is a church for people of all races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations, 
and viewpoints grounded in love. Whoever you are, we welcome you. 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S CHURCH
Whether you are a longtime member or a visitor, we are happy to welcome you this evening. If you would like to learn 
more about St. John’s and our presence in this city, we invite you to fi ll out the “Welcome” card that can be placed 
in the off ering plate or handed to an usher. Choral Evensong is off ered on the third Wednesday of each month from 
September through May. To see a schedule of upcoming services and events, visit our website, www.stjohns-dc.org.

Steeped in the beauty of the Anglican tradition, Evensong meets us at the even point between the active day and the 
restful night. It draws upon the richness of monastic worship by inviting us to refl ect upon scripture, to sing praises to 
God, and to pray. In its cadence, Evensong speaks to many of our deepest 21st-century needs, providing space for peace 
and for contemplation. We hope that this service, in the midst of this busy city, refreshes and restores you this evening.

settings for this evening
Preces and Responses by Richard Ayleward (1626–1669) 

Canticles by William Byrd (c. 1540–1623), Short Evening Service

VOLUNTARY Dies sind die heil’gen Zehn Gebot,’ BWV 678 J. S. Bach (1685–1750)

INTROIT Author of light John Cook (1918–1984)

Author of light, revive my dying sprite; redeem it from the snares of all confounding night. 
Lord, light me to thy blessed way, for blind with worldly vain desires I wander as a stray. 
Sun and moon, stars and underlights I see, but all their glorious beams 
are mists and darkness being compared to thee.

Fountain of health, my soul’s deep wounds recure. Sweet showers of pity rain, wash my uncleanness pure.
One drop of thy desired grace the faint and fading heart can raise, and in joy’s bosom place. 
Sin and death, hell and tempting fi ends may rage; but God his own will guard, 
and their sharp pains and grief in time assuage.

—Th omas Campion (1567–1620)
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HYMN 150   Forty days and forty nights
Standing as you are able.

WELCOME  The Rev. Robert W. Fisher

THE OPENING SENTENCES
Please remain standing.

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

—Philippians 1:2

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after night.  
I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall.

—Psalm 16:7, 8



3

THE PRECES AND RESPONSES    
Officiant  O Lord, open thou our lips;
Choir  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Officiant  O God, make speed to save us;
Choir  O Lord, make haste to help us.

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
  As it was in the beginning, is now,  

and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Officiant Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s Name be praised. 

PSALM 82 Deus stetit Plainsong
Please be seated.  

God standeth in the congregation of princes *  
he is a Judge among gods.

How long will ye give wrong judgement *  
and accept the persons of the ungodly?

Defend the poor and fatherless *  
see that such as are in need and necessity have right.

Deliver the outcast and poor *  
save them from the hand of the ungodly.

They will not be learned nor understand, but walk on still in darkness *  
all the foundations of the earth are out of course.

I have said, Ye are gods *  
and ye are all the children of the most Highest.

But ye shall die like men *  
and fall like one of the princes.

Arise, O God, and judge thou the earth *  
for thou shalt take all heathen to thine inheritance.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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THE FIRST READING Read by Jack Reiffer. Jeremiah 8:18–9:6

My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. Hark, the cry of my poor people from far and wide in 
the land: “Is the Lord not in Zion? Is her King not in her?” (“Why have they provoked me to anger with 
their images, with their foreign idols?”) “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.” 
For the hurt of my poor people I am hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me. Is there no balm 
in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has the health of my poor people not been restored?  
O that my head were a spring of water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I might weep day and night 
for the slain of my poor people! O that I had in the desert a traveler’s lodging place, that I might leave my 
people and go away from them! For they are all adulterers, a band of traitors. They bend their tongues like 
bows; they have grown strong in the land for falsehood, and not for truth; for they proceed from evil to 
evil, and they do not know me, says the Lord. Beware of your neighbors, and put no trust in any of your 
kin; for all your kin are supplanters, and every neighbor goes around like a slanderer. They all deceive their 
neighbors, and no one speaks the truth; they have taught their tongues to speak lies; they commit iniquity 
and are too weary to repent. Oppression upon oppression, deceit upon deceit! They refuse to know me, 
says the Lord.   

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.

THE MAGNIFICAT 
Sung by the choir.

My soul doth magnify the Lord,  
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.

For he hath regarded  
the lowliness of his handmaiden.

For behold from henceforth  
all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me,  
and holy is his Name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him  
throughout all generations.

He hath showed strength with his arm;  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  
and hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,   
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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THE SECOND READING Read by Debby Hailey. John 8:12-20

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life.” Then the Pharisees said to him, “You are testifying on your own 
behalf; your testimony is not valid.” Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony 
is valid because I know where I have come from and where I am going, but you do not know where  
I come from or where I am going. You judge by human standards; I judge no one. Yet even if I do judge, 
my judgment is valid; for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. In your law it is 
written that the testimony of two witnesses is valid. I testify on my own behalf, and the Father who sent 
me testifies on my behalf.” Then they said to him, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know 
neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” He spoke these words while 
he was teaching in the treasury of the temple, but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come.   

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.

THE NUNC DIMITTIS 
Sung by the choir.

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  
according to thy word,

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Said by all, standing as you are able.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS 
Officiant  The Lord be with you.
Choir  And with thy spirit. 
Officiant Let us pray.

Choir  Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Sung by all on a monotone.

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

Choir  Amen.

THE SUFFRAGES 
Officiant  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
Choir  And grant us thy salvation.
Officiant  O Lord, save the State;
Choir  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Officiant  Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
Choir  And make thy chosen people joyful.
Officiant  O Lord, save thy people;
Choir  And bless thine inheritance.
Officiant  Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Choir  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Officiant  O God, make clean our hearts within us;
Choir  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

THE COLLECTS  
Officiant Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both 

outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities 
which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the 
soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.

Choir Amen. 
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Offi  ciant Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give to 
us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fi xed on 
the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in 
peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior.

Choir Amen. 

Offi  ciant Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ.

Choir Amen. 

REMARKS   Th e Rev. William Morris
Please be seated.

An off ering to support the ministry of St. John’s Church will be collected during the singing of the anthem. 
You may make an off ering by placing your donation in the plate or using this QR code to pay electronically. 
A donation via this code can go only to off erings and not to pledges or any other specifi c funds.

THE ANTHEM    Civitas sancti tui William Byrd
Sung by the choir.

Civitas sancti tui facta est deserta. 
Sion deserta facta est, 
Jerusalem desolata est.

Your holy city has become a wilderness. 
Zion has become a wilderness, 
Jerusalem has been made desolate.

—Isaiah 64:10

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING   
Said by all, standing as you are able.

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
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Officiant  Let us bless the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 

Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 
be with us all evermore.

People  Amen. 

HYMN 458     My song is love unknown
Sung by all. 

VOLUNTARY O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig, BWV 656 Johann Sebastian Bach  
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Readings: From the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission.   F  Music images reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701275.  F  Hymn 150—Words: George Hunt Smyttan 
(1822–1870), alt. Music: Aus der Tiefe rufe ich, melody att. Martin Herbst (1654–1681). alt.; harm. William Henry Monk (1823–1889).  F  Hymn 
458—Words: Samuel Crossman (1624–1683), alt. Music: Love Unknown, John Ireland (1879–1962).
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ASSISTING AT THIS SERVICE
The Rev. Robert W. Fisher, Rector  

The Rev. William Morris, Assisting Priest for Engaging Local Communities  
Wendy J. Fibison, Crucifer  

Jill Dowell, Assistant Head Usher 
Joe Daniels and David Gallalee, Ushers 
Ryan Wagner, Livestream Technician

Please help us be good stewards of the environment.  
If you do not wish to take this bulletin home after the service,  

you may leave it at the end of the pew as you depart or place it in a blue recycling bin.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR: UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE 

April 2—Palm Sunday
 7:45 a.m. Eucharist with Blessing of the Palms
 9 a.m. Choral Eucharist with Blessing of the Palms 

and Passion Reading 
 11 a.m. Choral Eucharist with Blessing of the Palms 

and Passion Reading

April 5—Wednesday in Holy Week
 12:15 p.m. Midweek Music (see below)

April 6—Maundy Thursday
 Noon Choral Eucharist with Foot Washing
 5 p.m. Family Service with Eucharist, Foot Washing, 

and Stripping of the Altar
 7 p.m. Choral Eucharist with Foot Washing and 

Stripping of the Altar

April 7—Good Friday
 12 p.m. Good Friday Service with Communion from 

the Reserved Sacrament

April 9—Easter Day
 7:45 a.m. Eucharist with Hymns
 9 a.m. Choral Eucharist with Brass and Percussion
 11 a.m. Choral Eucharist with Brass and Percussion

  

MIDWEEK MUSIC: HOLY WEEK CONCERT 
Wednesday, April 5, at 12:15 p.m.

Our monthly lunchtime concert series continues with 
a special offering for Holy Week by sopranos Kaitlyn 
Brown Jackson and Amy Broadbent, who will be joined by 
organ and cello in a performance of François Couperin’s 
poignant Leçons des Ténèbres. For the complete schedule of 

Midweek Music offerings, visit bit.ly/sjc-midweek-music. 
All concerts are open to the public without charge and 
run approximately 35 minutes. If you would like to make a 
donation in support  of future Midweek Music programs, 
please contact the church office.

ST. JOHN’S BOOK GROUP 
Thursday, April 13, at 6:45 p.m. via Zoom

Please join us Thursday, April 13, at 
6:45 p.m. for a discussion via Zoom of 
Horse by Geraldine Brooks. Based on 
the remarkable true story of the record-
breaking thorough bred Lexington, 
Horse is a novel of art and science, love 
and obsession, and our unfinished 
reckoning with racism. During the 

Civil War, an enslaved groom and a bay foal forge a bond of 
understanding that will carry the horse to record-setting 
victories across the South. Also set in New York City and 
Washington, DC, this fictional novel tackles the legacy of 
enslavement and racism in America. For more information, 
please contact Janet Edmond at bit.ly/sjc-book-group.

SIGN UP FOR THE 2023 SPRING ADULT 
INQUIRERS’ CLASS
Saturdays, March 18 and April 1

Would you like to be baptized, confirmed, or received as 
a member of the Episcopal Church at St. John’s? Are you 
interested in learning about the sacrament of  baptism? If 
so, please join the Spring Adult Inquirers’ Class. This two-
day class will meet on Saturdays, March 18 and April 1, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Rev. Rob Fisher, Rector of  
St. John’s, will lead the sessions. 

All are welcome, whether you are a newcomer or a longtime 
parishioner. This is an opportunity to learn more about the 
Christian faith, our Episcopal tradition, and the ministry of 
St. John’s Church. To register, please contact Lisa Koehler 
at lisa.koehler@stjohns-dc.org. Those who participate or 
who have completed another inquirers’ class are invited to 
celebrate with a Service of Confirmation, Reception, and 
Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows at Washington National 
Cathedral on Saturday, May 20, at 10 a.m.



WELCOME!
At St. John’s Church, we believe Christ is calling us to be a renewed church in a changing world. Empowered 
by the Spirit of God, we respond to Jesus’ call as we deepen our bond with Christ through worship, become 
a community where all are accepted, and work together as laity and clergy to do God’s work in the world.

St. John’s was organized in 1815 to serve as a parish church for Episcopalians residing in the neighborhoods 
in the west end of the District of Columbia. Its cornerstone was laid on September 14, 1815, and it was 
consecrated on December 27, 1816. Beginning with James Madison, every person who has held the 
office of President of the United States has attended a service at the church. Several Presidents have been 
communicants. Thus, St. John’s is often referred to as the “Church of the Presidents.” Pew 54 is the President’s 
Pew. The architect of the church was Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who assisted in the rebuilding of the U.S. 
Capitol and the White House after the War of 1812. Twenty-five of the stained glass windows in St. John’s 
were designed and executed by artisans of the noted Lorin firm of Chartres, France.

If you are visiting, please fill out the visitor information card found at the end of each pew to enable us to 
welcome you personally into the life of our parish. 

St. John’s website (www.stjohns-dc.org) has up-to-date information about the church including the 
Sunday service schedule, Speaker Series speakers and topics, and newsworthy events.

Vestry
Clark Ervin, Senior Warden
Nora Rigby, Junior Warden
Laurie Adams, Tony Anikeeff, Krista Rimple Bradley, 
Casey Evans, Wendy J. Fibison, David Gallalee, 
Fruzsina Harsanyi, Ucheora Onwuamaegbu, 
Anthony Pegues, Matthew Taylor, Alfred Thesmar, 
and Carl Ward, Members
Sara McGanity, Treasurer
Allie Raether, Secretary
Harker Rhodes, Parish Counsel

Head Usher
James H. Czerwonky

Heads of Flower Guild
Pat Dalby and Katherine Kyle

Head Greeters
Eleanor and Peter Odom

Worship and Program Staff
The Rev. Robert W. Fisher, Rector
The Rev. Sarah Akes-Cardwell, Associate  

for Children and Family Ministries
The Rev. Shawn Evelyn, Associate for Parish Life
The Rev. William Morris, Assisting Priest  

for Engaging Local Communities
Brent Erstad, Director of Music and Organist
Lyn Loewi, Associate Organist

Staff
Kim Carlson, Director for Operations
Preston Cherouny, Financial Secretary
Charley Griffin, Operations Assistant
Lisa Koehler, Program Associate and  

Executive Assistant to the Rector
Javier Obregon, Sexton
GeeGee Bryant and David Gamboa, Assistant Sextons
Anne Stone, Publications

ST. JOHN’S MISSION STATEMENT
St. John’s shines as a beacon of God’s love through faith, worship, care, and community,

and offers a place of grace at our historic corner in the nation’s capital.

Parish House
1525 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005-1005

(202) 347-8766   F   www.stjohns-dc.org


