
St. John’s is a church for people of all races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations, 
and viewpoints grounded in love. Whoever you are, we welcome you.

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
March 5, 2023  F  Holy Eucharist at 9 and 11 a.m.
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Welcome to St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square.  
All are invited to participate in the service as able. Congregational responses appear in bold. 

Masks are optional for all worshipers and are strongly encouraged for those who are not fully vaccinated.  
Nursery care is available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the second floor of the Parish House. 

Prayer cards are provided at the entrance of the church. You are invited to write your prayers and place them  
in the collection plate. Your prayers will be blessed and will be prayed for by a priest during the week.

VOLUNTARY  Ceciliana Mary Howe (1882–1964)

HYMN 401     The God of Abraham praise
Sung by all. Please stand as you are able as the procession enters. 
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Please note: All hymn attributions appear at the end of the worship bulletin.

THE WORD OF GOD
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest Blessed be the God of our salvation:
People Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.

Priest Let us confess our sins to God.

Please remain standing, or kneel as you are able.

All God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your 
love and serve only your will. Amen.

Priest Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.         

KYRIE (S-88)     McNeil Robinson (b. 1943)
Sung by all. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you. 
Priest Let us pray.

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, 
and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable 
truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING  Genesis 12:1-4a
Please be seated.  9 a.m. Read by Alex Stolar. 
  11 a.m. Read by Richard Greene.

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great,  
so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse;  
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and 
Lot went with him.

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 121 9 a.m. Led by Christina Wilson, said in unison by all. 
 11 a.m. Chanted by the choir.

I lift up my eyes to the hills; *  
from where is my help to come?

My help comes from the Lord, *  
the maker of heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot be moved *  
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *  
shall neither slumber nor sleep;

The Lord himself watches over you; *  
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *  
nor the moon by night.

The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; *  
it is he who shall keep you safe.

The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, *  
from this time forth for evermore.

(11 a.m. only) Children’s Chapel in the Parish House: All who wish may gather in front of the pulpit during the hymn and 
will return at the Peace. Parents are encouraged to accompany children younger than three. 
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GRADUAL HYMN 635     If thou but trust in God to guide thee
Sung by all, standing as you are able. Stanza 1 will be sung before the Gospel, stanza 2 after.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL     John 3:1-17
Please remain standing as you are able.

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do 
apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 
of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, 
‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and 
yet you do not understand these things? Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to 
what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you 
do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven 
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Following the Gospel, all sing stanza 2 of the gradual hymn.

THE SERMON   The Rev. Robert W. Fisher

THE NICENE CREED
Please stand as you are able.

Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                     9 a.m. Led by Martha Ellison.
Please remain standing as you are able.           11 a.m. Led by Betsy Danello.

Intercessor With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”

Silence.

Intercessor For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For the communities of St. John’s and our companion relationships with the Anglican  
Church of Southern Africa* and the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. In the Diocesan Cycle of 
Prayer, for Grace Church, Georgetown, and Grace Church, Silver Spring Parish. For Michael, 
our Presiding Bishop, and Mariann, our Bishop; and for all clergy and other ministers, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For Joseph, our President, for the leaders of Congress and the nations, for the Supreme Court, 
and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For this city of Washington, for every city and community, and for those who live in them. For 
those in our parish celebrating a birthday this week . . . ; and for those in our parish celebrating 
an anniversary this week . . . , let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us 
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering. For 
those who are in assisted living . . . , let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and 
captives, for refugees and migrants throughout the world, and for all who remember and care 
for them, let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, especially . . . , 
let us pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

* In particular, the Kwasa Centre in the Diocese of the Highveld.
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Intercessor For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor Th at we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suff ering and without reproach, let us 
pray to the Lord.

People Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor In the communion of St. John and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, 
and all our life, to Christ our God.

People To thee, O Lord our God.

Priest Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers 
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE
Priest Th e peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please be seated.

BLESSING FOR THE REV. SHAWN EVELYN AND HIS FAMILY
Please stand as you are able.

Priest Let us pray.
People Blessed are you, Lord God. Be with Shawn, Anna, and Yara as they welcome a new life in their 

midst. Give them strength and an awareness of your faithfulness, this morning, and in the 
days ahead as they adjust to life as a family of four. Let the fullness of your blessing be upon 
them whom we bless in your Name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE HOLY COMMUNION  
You may make an off ering by placing your donation in the plate, or use this QR code to pay electronically. 
A donation via this code can go only to off erings and not to pledges or any other specifi c funds.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    I lift  up my eyes Margaret Burk (b. 1990)
Sung by the choir.  

I lift  up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 
He will not let your foot be moved, and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
Th e Lord himself watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
so that the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.
Th e Lord shall preserve you from all evil; it is he who shall keep you safe. 
Th e Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, 
from this time forth for evermore.  

—Psalm 121
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HYMN 691     My faith looks up to thee
Standing as you are able.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please remain standing as you are able.

Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Priest Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The priest continues 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the 
Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they 
may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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SANCTUS (S-124)   Sung by all.  David Hurd (b. 1950)

Please stand or kneel as you are able. The priest continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin 
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, 
to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Priest And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

FRACTION ANTHEM (S-161)     David Hurd
Sung by all.

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Priest The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All persons, including children, are welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. Wait for an usher to call your 
pew. You will have the option of receiving the blessed wine from either the common chalice or individual cups. 
After receiving the wine, place the cup in the container next to the aisle as you return to your pew. The cups will be 
reverently disposed of after the service. At the Bishop’s direction, intinction, or dipping the wafer into the common 
chalice, is not permitted. Receiving the bread alone is a valid way to share in the Eucharist. Parents may decide 
if their children receive the bread and/or wine. All may instead signal their desire to be blessed by the priest by 
crossing their arms over their chest.

COMMUNION ANTHEM    Geistliches Lied Johannes Brahms (1883–1987)
Sung by the choir.  

Laß dich nur nichts nicht dauren mit Trauren, sei stille, wie Gott es fügt, so sei vergnügt mein Wille!  
Was willst du heute sorgen auf morgen? Der Eine steht allem für, der gibt auch dir das Deine.  
Sei nur in allem Handel ohn Wandel, steh feste, was Gott beschleußt, das ist und heißt das Beste. Amen.

Do not be sorrowful or regretful; be calm, as God has ordained, and thus my will shall be content!  
What do you want to worry about from day to day?  
There is One who stands above all who gives you, too, what is yours.  
Only be steadfast in all you do, stand firm; what God has decided, that is and must be the best. Amen.

—Paul Flemming (1609–1640)
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HYMN LEVAS 99       My hope is built on nothing less
Sung by all, seated.
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THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   
Please stand or kneel as you are able.

Priest Let us pray.
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

When scheduled, the Priest offers a communion kit to any Lay Eucharistic Minister doing a home visit, saying

On behalf of God and St. John’s Church, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts that those whom you 
will visit may share with us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Priest Life is short. And we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the 

way with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And the blessing of God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

HYMN 675        Take up your cross, the Savior said
Sung by all, standing as you are able.
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THE DISMISSAL
Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God. 

VOLUNTARY  Finale (Symphony No. 1) Elfrida Andrée (1841–1929)

Opening Acclamation, Confession, and Absolution: From Enriching Our Worship © 1998, Church Pension Fund. Reprinted by permission.  
F  Reading and Gospel: From the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States  
of America. All rights reserved. Used by permission.F  Family Blessing: Inspired by the “Blessing of a Pregnant Woman” in the Book of Occasional 
Services, 2018, p. 139.   F  Collect and Psalm: From the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.  F  Music images reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701275.  
F  Hymn 401—Words: Thomas Olivers (1725–1799), alt. Music: Leoni, Hebrew melody; harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875, alt.  F  Hymn 635—
Words: Georg Neumark (1621–1681); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1829–1878), alt. Music: Wer nur den lieben Gott, Georg Neumark (1621–1681).  F  

Hymn 691—Words: Ray Palmer (1808–1887). Music: Olivet, Lowell Mason (1792–1872).  F  LEVAS 99—Words: Edward Mote (1797–1874). Music: 
William B. Bradbury (1816–1868).  F  Hymn 675—Words: Charles William Everest (1814–1877), alt. Music: Bourbon, melody att. Freeman Lewis 
(1780–1859).



THE GREENS IN THE CHURCH ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD.

ASSISTING AT THE 9 A.M. SERVICE TODAY
Kenny Kraft, Crucifer  F  James Doyle and Jack Reiffer, Chalice Bearers  

Jill Dowell, Assistant Head Usher  F  Autumn Brownand Anne Stewart, Ushers 
Kerri Stelcen and Susan Valaskovic, Greeters  F  Pat Dalby and Amanda Claire Hoover, Flower Guild

ASSISTING AT THE 11 A.M. SERVICE TODAY
Felicia Owunwanne, Crucifer  F  Zoe Fisher, Acolyte 

James Doyle and Lacey Szczepanik, Chalice Bearers 

Jeff Agnew, Assistant Head Usher  F  Doug Estes, John Herzog, and Marc Warren, Ushers 
Gary Dalby and Sara McGanity, Greeters 

Pat Dalby and Amanda Claire Hoover, Flower Guild  F  Matthew Taylor, Livestream Technician

Please help us be good stewards of the environment.  
If you do not wish to take this bulletin home after the service,  

you may leave it at the end of the pew as you depart or place it in a blue recycling bin.

ARE YOU NEW TO ST. JOHN’S?
Please let us know who you are and how we can best serve you by filling out a “Welcome” card and leaving it in the 
offering plate or with an usher or greeter.  F  Free valet parking is available on Sundays from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Look for the valet sign at the corner of Black Lives Matter Plaza (16th Street) and H Street, NW.  F  Follow us on 
Instagram at @stjohnschurchlafayettesquare. See photos from St. John’s musical performances, special events, meetings, 
Sunday services, and more. Relive the moment or experience it for the first time through the touch of a button on your 
smartphone. 


